
















































































































-

MORRIS ASHER (1818-1909) 
Storekeeper, Publican, Member of Parliament 

«««««««<»»»»»»»> 

Morris Asher was born in London in 1818. He spent some time 
in Adelaide, and New Zealand, before marrying in Sydney in 1846. 
He then settled in Albury, winning the seat of Hume in the 
Legislative Assembly by defeating his opponent, T.H. Mate, by just 
three votes in 1859. 

As a young man in London he was present at the procession 
which took place when Queen Victoria ascended the throne. When Mr 
Asher arrived at Port Adelaide in 1839, at the age of 21 years, he 
had to walk seven miles into Adelaide, a town of not more than ten 
buildings. During the three weeks he was there while the ship 
discharged he noted that a good square meal cost four shillings. 
Most of the newcomers slept on the street, their heads in barrels 
to prevent getting moonstruck. He was fortunate in meeting people 
who were very kind to him and one of them gave him what was called 
a "shake down", otherwise he would have had to sleep in the open 
air. He took a job carpentering for a few days at a pound a day. 

Mrs Sybil Jones, whose husband is Morris Asher's great 
grandson, has provided some of Mr Asher's Memoirs which appeared in 
Sydney Newspapers early this century. 

"During the eight years I remained in Maoriland I made no fewer than twenty-eight 
trips across in small vessels, none of them more than 100 tons. I was the first man to build 
a brick house in Wellington. A little later a brick hospital was erected there, but it was 
wrecked by an earthquake not long after. I was in Wellington when the Maori War broke out 
and I. and a number of other gentlemen, formed a town guard. 

After eight years' residence in New Zealand I returned to Sydney. Almost every 
second house was a public house. There were innumerable small shops, many of which were 
built of wood, and on wheels. Night auctions were conducted in every part of the main 
streets. Then there were no omnibuses, or cabs, or even delivery carts; everything was 
moved by wheelbarrows. 

There were no policemen, as we know them today; chief constables and a number 
of petty constables and night watchmen were engaged to see to the safety of people and 
houses, and they did their work very well. These constables were chiefly men who had been 
priso ners, and as the old say I ng goes: 'Set a th ief to catch a th Ief'. The old po lice office was 
generally filled with lawyers. I recollect a very big man named Dillon, and a very small one 
named Williams, who generally were on opposite sides. On one occasion they got to very 
high words, and Dillon said to Williams: 'If you don't shut-up I will put you in my pocket'. 
Williams replied that he would then have more law in his pocket than in his big head. 

My first journey to Albury - I travelled camping out. I had with me my wife and 
two children, one of whom was about two years old, and the other six months. We were 
accompanied by a man and a girl. The journey occupied about six weeks, and a pretty rough 
journey it was. We had to put up with rough lilling, hailing lIery little fresh meat never any 
butter, and scarcely enough milk for the children. And as grass was very scarce our horses 
ofte n roamed away, th us caus i ng delay and tro u b Ie. Before leav i ng Syd ney I had engaged 
several bullock teams to take up the stock with which I intended to open my store but they 
had not yet arrived." (to be continued) 
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Christmas Greetings to all our readers. This will be the last chance you will have to learn 
about events at the Museum in the current format. As part of the change of image for the 
Museum in 1996, we will be producing a quarterly newsletter which will be sent to all 
interested people, volunteers, media folk, libraries, other museums etc. Of course the Albury 
and District Historical Society will be included in the mailout. At this stage I hope that the 
newsletter will be colourful, informative and historic to such a degree that it will be in 
demand but we will see. 

EXHIBITIONS 
The current exhibition is about Bonegilla. Leaving Their Marl< features new items which 
former migrants have generously donated to the collection. It includes two panels found in 
an old hut on which Greek migrants have written. ( Can anyone translate from Greek?) There 
is a series of photos taken at Block 19 that is the only part of the original camp left now. 
It opened on the 13th November and will continue until the end of February. During this time 
museum staff will be available to record the oral histories of anyone associated with the 
Bonegilla Camp who is willing to speak about their lives. 

The Minister for Immigration and Ethnic Affairs, Senator Nick Bolkus, will be visiting the 
area in February to unveil a plaque at the Bonegilla site and to Launch an association of 
friends for Bonegilla. I am delighted with this recognition of the work of the Museum also 
the public recognition this will give to those migrants who passed through Bonegilla. 

PUBLIC PROGRAMS. 
Helen Pithie, curator of Public Programs, has devised an innovative holiday workshop for 

young people which will be held in the second half of the Christmas holidays. It will be a 
puppet making workshop looking at the use of puppets for storytelling (does anyone 
remember Punch and Judy?). If you know of any young ones who might be interested in this 
project, keep your eyes on the Border Mail for more details. 

TIlE MUSEUM SHOP 
At last there is a real Museum shop in place in the entrance to the Museum office. We have 
taken some old wooden items from Milos to use as part of the display and these show off the 
stock to perfection. The first items for sale are wonderful curiosities designed to interest 
people, especially children in the wonders of the environment. However there are also other 
things that would make great Christmas gifts. Come and have a look, all items are at very 
reasonable prices. 

I leave you with good wishes for the festive season and hope to see you at the Museum soon. 

Elizabeth Close 
DIRECTOR 
ALBURY REGIONAL MUSEUM 


