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PRESIDENT’S NOTES FOR MARCH  

We had a larger than average attendance at our first meeting for 2021 with members and guests looking 
forward to the second part of Geoff Romero’s story of his ancestors.  We were not disappointed. As with 
the first part of the story in December, Geoff set his gg grandfather’s life against a backdrop of world 
events at the time. Francisco’s major achievement, completion of the “little gem”, the Smollett Street 
bridge, was only part of the story. 

We also heard from Casey Bootsma and Jo Hewitt with an explanation of the Inland Rail Project for 
movement of freight between Melbourne and Brisbane. Completion of the project will necessitate some 
significant changes to local rail infrastructure. 

Ashley Edwards is our guest speaker for March. She says of her talk: “From convict rubbish pits in 
Tasmania to the tombs of Bronze Age Cyprus; animal bones dating to the last glacial maximum to 
children’s marbles made from clay; buried Cobb & Co Stations to the ancient Aboriginal rock art of north 
east Victoria; and the hidden gardens of the Melbourne Exhibition Building to reburying the Willandra 
Lakes Aboriginal Ancestors. My talk will reflect on my 16 years in heritage as an archaeologist and now my 
work in heritage listings and conservation with Heritage NSW.” 

As notified in February’s Bulletin, our Pioneer Cemetery walk will take place on Sunday April 18, the 
theme being ‘Distinguished, ordinary and forgotten women.’  If you have a female relative (or female of 
interest) interred at the Pioneer Cemetery and would like to contribute a five to ten minute profile of that 
person on the day, please notify either Helen (0260213671) or Greg (o402147341). 

A new exhibition at MAMA, Olive Odewahn: A Country Life features the work of the mother of Society 
member Roma Freeman. It is on until Sunday April 18, a collection of photographs by a pioneering female 
photographer in rural Australia, taken between the late 1920s and mid-1960s. An exhibition of people and 
places, posed portraits and candid moments, community events, recreation, and family. 

Sheep cross the Smollett Street Bridge, built by Francisco Romero.  

“In its time it has carried horse and cart, sulky, flocks of sheep,  

motor vehicles, trucks and buses” [Geoff Romero]. 

https://alburyhistory.org.au/
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Francisco of the Bridge                       Geoff Romero 

Geoff Romero continues the story of his ancestors, both Francisco Romero. The story of  “Francisco of the Sea” is 
in our February Bulletin. 

Last time we spoke about the history of the first member of my family to leave Spain. “Francisco of the Sea”, 
a merchant sea captain, settled in Kingston Jamaica. We learned that the Slavery Abolition Act was passed in 
1834 and that Francisco of the Sea died ten years later when his son Francisco was 13. This lad was to become 
the builder of the Smollett street bridge. 

The ‘economic shock’ caused by the emancipation of the slaves leaves the Jamaican 
economy floundering. It may be the resulting lack of opportunity for the future, or the 
death of his younger brother José, which spurs young Francisco of the Bridge to leave 
Jamaica. He sails for Liverpool, England, which at that time was a rich and thriving 
seaport handling 40 per cent of trans-Atlantic trade. 

Little is known of Francisco’s time in England except that he meets a young English 
woman, Elizabeth Lee, born at the family home, Coole Hall, in a village in Cheshire, 20 
miles from Liverpool. She is the daughter of a successful and relatively well to do 
farming family. In 1854 Francisco and Elizabeth buy tickets as immigrants to Australia 
on the Red Jacket, the first passenger ship of the White Star Line. The Red Jacket’s 
voyage from Liverpool to Melbourne in July 1854, with Francisco and Elizabeth on 
board, sets a record, taking just 69 days. 

Francisco is obviously a high-spirited lad and mid-voyage 
incurs the wrath of the captain by disobeying his order that all 
males stay away from the women’s salon. Young Francisco 
and four co-offenders are thrown into chains and confined to 
their cabins overnight. They are released the next morning 
upon their undertaking to be of good behaviour. However, on 
arrival at Hobsons Bay, Francisco and co-offenders are taken 
in custody to the Williamstown Magistrate’s Court. The 
captain charges them with “riotous and insubordinate 
conduct”. The evidence of the ship’s doctor is favourable to 
Francisco and after a two-day hearing he is found not guilty. 
Two of the defendants are convicted and fined £2 each.  

The incident was reported in The Banner (Melbourne) on 21 July 1854 headed ‘The Red Jacket Mutiny Case’. 
And so, although Francisco did not leave England as a convict, he very nearly was one when he arrived! 

Within a week of their arrival, Francisco and Elizabeth Lee are married in a Church of England ceremony at St 
Peter’s Church, Melbourne. This was August of 1854, the year Ned Kelly was born and four months before the 
Eureka Rebellion at Ballarat. Once married, Francisco and Elizabeth headed for Bendigo. Perhaps having heard 
about the mounting unrest in Ballarat, they chose to make their way to the Sandhurst goldfields instead.  

From the time he leaves Jamaica, Francisco does not look back. His brother Juan, the youngest of the 
brothers, places an advert in the ‘Missing Friends’ section of 
The Age newspaper over four days in October 1859, asking for 
information on Francisco’s whereabouts. He has traced 
Francisco to England and knows he sailed for Australia on the 
Red Jacket in 1854. What Juan does not know is that by the 
time he places his ad, his brother Francisco is married with children, having made his way as a building 
contractor along the Great South Road to Beechworth where he will live for 20 years and raise a large family. In 
newspaper articles of the time, whenever Francisco’s name is mentioned he is described as a “well known 
contractor”. The children attend the Beechworth Grammar School also known as “Goldsworthys”. A young 
Isaac Isaacs taught there before pursuing a successful legal career. He became Chief Justice of the High Court 
and later our first Governor-General of Jewish lineage. In time Francisco and Elizabeth see better opportunity for 
their family in Albury and move to settle there. 

In 1868, the last ship carrying convicts from Britain arrived in Australia. About 160,000 convicts had been sent 
here. Ten years after that the Kelly gang murdered three policemen at Stringy Bark Creek. In 1880 Ned Kelly was 
hanged. Also in 1880, the Albury Gold Mining Co was formed with Conrad Ten Brink manager. The company 
registry shows that Francisco Romero was a minor shareholder. 



A&DHS Bulletin No 620      Page   3 

 

In 1883, thousands gathered in Albury to celebrate the opening of the Albury Railway Station.  Almost 
certainly, Francisco and Elizabeth were part of the crowd. In November 1886 Smollett Street Albury was 
controversially opened through the Botanical Reserve all the way to the Howlong road. It had previously ended 
at Wodonga Place. The extended Smollett street then of course met the Bungambrawatha Creek. There was 
need of a bridge! There must have been an approach to the State Government because on 14 July 1883 the 
Borough Council received a letter from the Public Works Department stating that “as the erection of the bridge 
at the western end of Smollett Street over the Bungambrawatha creek was purely a municipal work it should be 
carried out and paid for by the Borough Council”. 

The Council decided to make a deputation to the Minister for Works and the Mayor, Alderman Billson, 
accompanied by Alderman Ten Brink travelled to Sydney to make the case that the bridge was of State 
significance because it linked the railway station and the Howlong road, the State highway to the west. They 
argued that this therefore linked the productive farmland west of Albury with Sydney and Melbourne by rail. For 
this reason, the cost should be borne by the State. A compromise was agreed. The Borough of Albury would 
contribute £350 and the State would build the bridge and pay for it. Total cost was £1776. It was a huge victory 
for Mayor Billson and the Council. 

The Public Works Department was under pressure to build roads and bridges for the least cost possible. 
Metal bridges cost 3 to 5 times the cost of a timber bridge. At this time therefore timber bridges outnumbered 
metal bridges in the colony by 8:1. This bridge was obviously identified as a very important piece of 
infrastructure for the colony and, despite the cost, the Government approved an iron arch bridge. 

The designer was John A McDonald. He was a Victorian era engineer who came to the colony in 1876. His 
bridges were a marked improvement on previous bridges as they required less materials in construction and 
represented a cost saving. There are 17 of McDonald’s bridges still being used in Australia including John Foord 
bridge at Corowa and the lift bridge over the Murray at Tocumwal. 

The contract for the supply of Iron was won by D & W Robertson. The firm originated in Scotland where its 
founder, William Robertson was descended on his mother’s side from the Royal Stuarts of Scotland. The iron 
work was manufactured and pre-assembled at the Robertson grounds in Blackwattle Bay. It was then dis-
assembled for shipment to Albury on the newly opened railway. 

A local contractor, Francisco Romero, won the tender for 
construction. He is my great, great grandfather. His responsibility 
included forming, packing and stabilising the approaches and the 
wingwalls. He was also responsible for the construction of the concrete 
abutments. These he made with Portland cement and sank to a level 3 
metres below ground level. When he was satisfied with all of this 
foundation work, he constructed the iron work and the steel decking. 

The bridge was built and opened in 1887 without ceremony. It was the fiftieth year of the reign of Queen 

Victoria. In the previous year construction of another famous bridge had begun − Tower Bridge over the 
Thames, London. The little bridge that Francisco built was described in the Town & Country Journal on 10 
November 1888 as “the only single span iron arch bridge in NSW”. Of course, another one was opened in 

Sydney in 1932 − although that one was built of steel. 

Then for many decades, the little bridge did what little bridges do − it carried all manner of vehicles across 
the creek and it linked the railway with the Riverina Highway. In its time it has carried horse and cart, sulky, 
flocks of sheep, motor vehicles, trucks and buses. 

In the Border Morning Mail on 12 August 1960 the Albury City Engineer, Mr Sarvaas, described it as “a gem of 
engineering”. He told the newspaper that council records show the bridge was designed by John A McDonald, 
assistant engineer to the Department of Public Works before Albury had an engineer of its own. The bridge is 
suspended from rockers near the base of each abutment and the two parts of the arch come together with a 
pin through the centre. The bridge structure is thus able to expand and contract with temperature fluctuations 
and no stresses are placed on the abutments. Mr Sarvaas said that the iron structure was still in excellent 
condition, in his 35 years in Albury the bridge had required only the minimum of maintenance. 

In 1966 the Country Roads Board were considering the replacement of the bridge. There was nothing wrong 
with the structure of the bridge itself. Rather it was that the alignment of the approaches to the bridge needed 
to be altered to cope with the larger vehicles on our roads today. The bridge survived. The little bridge was 
given national recognition when, in June 1988 the Australian Heritage Commission placed it on the Register of 
the National Estate. On 21 December 1988, in a joint NRMA/DMR bicentennial project, the Member for Albury Mr 
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Ian Glachan unveiled a plaque which stands at the bridge today. 

In 2007 Council needed to repair the railings and repaint the bridge. The little bridge had taken such a place 
in the national estate that it was necessary for the council to retain archaeologists to study the scope of works 
and to prepare a report with recommendations so as to preserve its historical authenticity. Cosmos Archaeology 
of Sydney got the job. They prepared a sixty-page report which they kindly sent to me and which is the source 
of some of this information. 

The bridge has been recognised as being of State significance and in 2003 was listed on the State Heritage 
Register under s170 of the Heritage Act, by Roads and Maritime Services NSW (its owners). 

While the bridge is a product of the best of Victorian era engineering, we are of course realistic. It is not 

Tower Bridge in London or the Forth Bridge in Edinburgh − I prefer to adopt the language of Mr Sarvaas and call 
it ‘a little gem’.  

And what became of Francisco and Elizabeth after the bridge was completed? 

In 1886 while Francisco was completing work on the bridge, his second daughter Alice died, aged 27 which 
must have been devastating for the family. Only three of Francisco and Elizabeth’s six children were still living.  

Elizabeth most likely devoted her time to her children and all of these grandchildren. Her younger sister 
Martha also emigrated to Australia, some years after Elizabeth, and Elizabeth occasionally travelled to Bendigo 
to visit her sister, nieces and nephews. In their spare time, Francisco and Elizabeth clearly enjoyed gardening 
together. Francisco sponsored prizes and judged at the Albury Horticultural Society flower shows.  Elizabeth 
herself is listed as prize winner in the pot plant category one year, a rare mention of her in the local paper.  

Francisco of the Bridge continued as a road contractor and builder in Albury. He owned a number of 
properties in Macauley street between Dean and Smollett streets and between Smollett and Hume streets. 

In 1893, when Francisco is 62 years old, a major international depression led to a banking crisis. Eleven major 
banks failed or temporarily closed. These conditions tend to hit builders hard. Francisco was no exception and 
he became bankrupt with all of his properties, five in all, auctioned.  Francisco was represented by his solicitor 
Frederick Tietyens. Despite all of this, Francisco did not withdraw from society.  

In 1893 the process towards Federation resumed with the People’s Convention at Corowa. With his health 
deteriorating, Henry Parkes, who had been championing the cause and had become known as “The Father of 
Federation” handed the baton to Edmund Barton.  

The Albury Banner reports that Albury Mayor Ten Brink chaired a meeting at the council chambers on 25 April 
1898 to make preparations for the visit to Albury by Mr Edmund Barton. Barton was to address the townsfolk of 
Albury on the passage of the Commonwealth Bill. He was effectively promoting its passage through Parliament 
and explaining the benefits of Federation to people in town and country. At the Mayor’s meeting, a committee 
was formed. It consisted of people who could assist in making 
preparations for Edmund Barton’s visit and drumming up support to 
gather a large attendance at the meeting. The committee members 
would thereafter continue to promote the passage of the Bill. Francisco 
of the Bridge was elected to that committee. On 3 June 1898 the 
people voted in favour of Federation and Edmund Barton later became 
the first Prime Minister of Australia. 

Elizabeth died on 31 December 1902, New Year’s Eve. It was six 
months after women in Australia won the right to vote in Federal 

elections, well white women − it was many years before indigenous 
women were given that right. Interestingly Australia was the first 
country to allow women to vote and also to contest seats at the 
election. New Zealand women could already vote but could not stand 
for election. 

And so Francisco lost his partner of 50 years. The woman who had 
thrown her lot in with his and sailed to Australia with him on the Red 
Jacket. Francisco did not live on for long. He died in Albury two years 
later, in 1905 and is buried in the Albury Pioneer Cemetery alongside 
Elizabeth.  

And that is how a young man of Spanish descent, born in Kingston 
Jamaica, came to build a bridge in Smollett street Albury. 
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Furphy – The Water Cart and the Word                     Greg Ryan 

‘Furphy’ is a uniquely Australian word. The Australian National Dictionary defines it as both ‘a water cart’ and 
‘a rumour, or an absurd story.’ 

For Australians on the land the water cart was life 
sustaining and indispensable, and the firm of John 
Furphy is the most famous of its makers. Melbourne 
born John Furphy was 22 when he began his blacksmith 
and wheelwright business in 1864. He had completed an 
apprenticeship in Kyneton in central Victoria, before 
beginning his own business in the town. He moved to 
Shepparton in 1873. Shepparton is now home to a fifth 
generation of the family owned manufacturing business 
J Furphy & Sons. 

In Victoria and the Riverina, by the time of the First 
World War, the Furphy was the water cart. The men of 
the first AIF, waiting to go to war, appropriated the 
name painted on its side, and took the new word to 
Gallipoli and the Western Front. 

Furphy Water Carts were made for over 90 years. They are now 
collectors’ items, and tank ends, with intriguing moral and political 
messages in cast iron, are prized as wall plaques. In the eyes of later 
generations, they symbolize a rural past of simple verities and individual 
effort. 

‘Furphy’ the word originated in World War I, coming to life in the 
Broadmeadows training camp, blossomed in Egypt, the Gallipoli campaign 
and the Western Front and is still used today. 

Goulburn Valley based Production Company, Bush Lit Productions’ 
founder Andrew Furphy has released his latest short film, Furphy – the 
Water Cart and the Word. Andrew is the great-grandson of John Furphy, the 

inventor of the Furphy water cart. His brother was 
Australian writer Joseph Furphy, famously know as 
Tom Collins. Andrew was the 4th generation Furphy to 
head J Furphy and Sons metal fabrication business, 
established in 1864. His passion for Australian literary 
heritage and his own family history saw a recent move 
into film making. 

The film, shot in Shepparton with local talents, links 
three young men at the beginning of World War I to 
the origins of a ‘Furphy’ and the relationship between 
tall stories told in a time of limited communications 
and the part a Furphy Water Cart played in circulating 
unofficial news. Andrew’s granddaughter Harriet 
Furphy narrates the historical journey of the word 
‘Furphy.’ 

The film was adapted from the book of the same name Furphy –The Water Cart and the Word, written by 
Andrew Furphy and Emeritus Professor of English at La Trobe University John Barnes. 

The premiere of the dramatized documentary film was put on hold when COVID cancelled the Shepparton 
Festival early in 2020. With no large events or gatherings throughout most of 2020 and into 2021, Andrew and 
his production team have released this truly Australian story. 

Bush Lit Productions and the Furphy –The Water Cart and the Word team have invited everyone of all ages to 
view this regional Victorian produced production. It is free and available online via the link below: 

https://www.bushlitproductions.com.au/furphy-the-water-cart-and-the-word  

A Furphy water cart supplies water to troops  

on the frontline, World War I 

https://www.bushlitproductions.com.au/furphy-the-water-cart-and-the-word
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Inland Rail Project 
Jo Hewitt and Casey Bootsma, employed in ‘stakeholder 

engagement’ with Inland Rail, spoke at our February meeting 
about the changes that this project will bring.  

Inland Rail will connect Melbourne and Brisbane via 
regional Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland. It is a 
1,700km project that will complete Australia’s national freight 
network. The aim is to better connect producers to markets 
and create new opportunities for businesses, industries and 
regional communities. 

Because containers will be ‘double-stacked’ on freight 
trains, significant changes will need to be made to existing rail 
infrastructure to accommodate higher and wider freight 
trains. Proposed changes to be made locally include: 

• The Murray River Bridge arches to be raised by 1.9 metres 
and the bridge substructure strengthened. 

• The footbridge at the northern end of the Albury Railway 
Station platform to be partially replaced. 

• At both the Borella Road Bridge, and the Billy Hughes Bridge on Wagga Road, the track will be lowered. 

The schedule includes: 

• a consultative period early this year; 

• a final reference design by the  third quarter of 
2021; 

• an Environmental Impact Statement early in 2022; 

• EPBC (Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation) approval in early 2023; 

• appointment of a design and construction 
contractor later in 2023. 

Bruce Pennay has been nominated as our A&DHS representative on the Consultative Committee − the 
committee will consider various aspects of the proposal including heritage considerations. 

Left: A Pacific National locomotive pulling double 

stacked containers. 

Howard’s Jottings 
HARSH PUNISHMENT: The Great Depression threw hundreds of men out of work in Albury, forcing them to 
seek food relief or poorly-paid “work for the dole” jobs such as digging drains. Sometimes men from other 
towns lied about being destitute and faced jail if they defrauded the government, even if the amounts were 
quite petty. Albury Court in June 1931 jailed one such man, aged 21, for six weeks with hard labour for obtaining 
just six shillings in food relief. Another man, 24, had received 14 shillings and threepence-halfpenny, claiming 
falsely he had to feed a starving wife and two children. He was given a month’s jail and, of course, a month’s 
free food! 

CAMP LABOR: In 1937, the NSW Government caused outrage in 
Albury by taking 220 unemployed men off “work for the dole” jobs 
around Albury and forcing them to work on the Woomargama to 
Dora Dora road. Most were married but the government insisted 
they camp near the roadworks in two-man tents. By the time they 
bought food and fuel from Holbrook traders, they didn’t have much 
left to keep their own families in Albury. The “pay” was eight pounds 
($16) a month but as the work was rationed, each man worked only 
two out of every four weeks. The project lasted several months and 
prompted protest meetings and petitions in Albury, to no avail. 
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Visit our website for photos of 
old Albury, history articles,  past 
Bulletins and much more.  

Go to: 

https://alburyhistory.org.au/  

https://www.facebook.com/Albury.DHS/  
 

Olive R Odewahn, A Country Life        An Exhibition at Murray Art Museum Albury (MAMA) 

Olive Odewahn told wonderful stories with her camera. She pictured her life and day to day activities in black 
and white photographs. Olive produced a charming document of rural life in the beautiful and productive 
Riverina area in the mid twentieth century.  

One telling photograph is Olive’s lovely picture, taken in 1948, of the farm’s truck loaded with wool, stopped 
on the house road. Olive stood some distance away with her camera so that she not only pictured the fine load 
of wool destined for the wool store in Albury, her husband Hubert Odewahn and their two sons also feature 
together with their newly completed house on Dallaroo, Walla Walla. It is a picture of success, it reveals her 
pride in their achievements. Olive’s husband Hube wears a new pair of overalls, a shirt and tie, hat and coat. 
Their two young sons are also carefully dressed for a day out in town. The weather is cool rather than cold, as 
all are dressed for warmth. Dating of the photograph largely comes from assessing the ages of the children, 
their clothing, shearing time (usually August/September) and from the presence of their new house. All this 
combines to make a truly charming picture, one of many in this large collection.      

                             Catherine Rogers 

Late in her life in a conversation with Catherine Rogers, my mother expressed that she would have liked to 
have been a photographer. Catherine was keen to see her photographs and was given access to chocolate 
boxes with over 600 negatives of photos mum had taken during her life from about age 16 until the early 1960s. 

Catherine has been developing these pictures. The first exhibition happened at the Barometer Gallery in 
Paddington, Sydney in May 2014. We were just about to launch this display in 2020 when Covid19 took over our 
world. So now MAMA has mounted this exhibition of the fruits of Catherine’s work on Olive Odewahn’s 
photographs, and it’s on from February 13 until April 18, 2021. 

The exhibition is mainly about the photography and although mum is featured in some of the pictures they 
were taken with her camera at her direction. I can remember being told to sit/stand/pose in just the right place 
before she clicked the shutter for portraits and on many family gatherings. 

Along with this exhibition a book has been produced containing many photographs, not all of which are 
featured in the exhibition. The book also contains a foreword written by my sister Valerie Odewahn and essays 
by Dr Catherine Rogers, and Dr Janis Wilton, my cousin, whose mother and father are also pictured in the 
exhibition. The book is available for purchase at MAMA.  

Below, my dad (Hube) with a log of a redgum tree from the property. Note two dogs and shadows of mum 
as she takes her photo, and of my sister, myself and my brother.  Three trees were felled, milled and used for 
the stumps of the new house at Dallaroo. Dad planted three tree seedlings for each tree he felled.     
                          Roma Freeman (née Odewahn) 

https://alburyhistory.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Albury.DHS/


A&DHS Bulletin No 620      Page   8 

 

Disclaimer:  
The Albury & District Historical Society Inc, and/or its members, through this newsletter, endeavours to provide accurate and 
reliable information, but does not warrant or make any representation regarding the accuracy or reliability of information 
contained within this newsletter.  
To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Society and/or its members shall not be liable for any damages of any 
kind relating to the use of this information, including without limitation, direct, indirect, special, compensatory or consequential 
damages, loss of profits or damage to property, even if the Society and/or its members have been advised of the possibility of 
such damages.  

Patrons: Patricia Gould, Greg Aplin 
Honorary Life Members:  
Howard Jones, Helen Livsey,  
June Shanahan, Jan Hunter.  
President: Greg Ryan 
Vice-President: Position not filled  
Secretary: Helen Livsey  
02 6021 3671 
Treasurer: Simon Burgess 
Minute Secretary: Yelly Evenhuis 
Publicity Officer: Jill Wooding  
Public Officer: Helen Livsey 

Committee: Dennis Hickey, Colin McAulay, 
Ashley Edwards, Ralph Simpfendorfer, Sue 
Haberfield. 
Bulletin Editor: Greg Ryan 
gmjryan@bigpond.com  
Publications & Stock Officer: Colin McAulay  
Bulletin dispatch: Richard Lee  
Meeting Greeter: Jill Wooding  
Web Editor: Greg Ryan 
Meetings: Second Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30 pm usually at the Commercial Club 
Albury.  

The Committee meets on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 3 pm 
at the Albury LibraryMuseum.  

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION  
Single: $30 Family: $35 
Corporate: $100  
Note: There is a $10 surcharge for 
mailed Bulletins. 
Research undertaken, $25 first 
hour. Enquiries in writing with $25. 

Thanks to the Club for 
many years of support. 

A&DHS Corporate Sponsors 
Albury & District Historical Society receives generous support from the following sponsors.  

    Please click on the logo to visit their respective websites. 

Albury’s Cultural Precinct Master Plan Review 
AlburyCity is developing a Master Plan “to provide a collective vision and long-term plan for our Cultural Precinct.” 
Council and their consultants have summarised key findings of community responses & submissions: 
• Trees, shaded areas and open green spaces are the most 

valued aspects of QEII Square 
• More shade is required 
• Improved lighting and safety concerns raised—also potential 

for feature lighting 
• Need to improve existing public toilets 
• Desire for more seating and provision of drinking fountains 
• Most did not think additional Cultural Museums are needed 
• Desire to keep and improve Retro Café 
• Generally negative sentiments regarding the Uiver museum 

proposal 
• Need to improve access/accessibility, connections and open 

views into the square to be more inviting 
• Desire to provide/bring back a water feature 
• Preference to not over-develop the square or clutter with elements (need to retain openness) 
• Desire to improve edges of the square and better integrate, use and improve the appearance of the surrounding 

buildings 
• Desire for activities/spaces for children to play (but not a playground) 
• Support for additional events but also noted desire for the space to be attractive and comfortable for day-to-day 

use 
• Need for recognition of First Nations community and Wiradjuri people. 

The information gathered will be used to develop a draft Cultural Precinct Plan. There will then be the 
opportunity for community and stakeholder feedback. 

https://www.alburycity.nsw.gov.au/
http://lesterandson.com.au/
http://www.albury.kwikkopy.com.au/
http://www.rotaryalburynorth.org.au/
https://www.bakermotors.com.au/
https://alburycbd.com.au/city/albury/listing/think-pilates/
https://www.humebank.com.au/
https://coxtech.com/
https://www.commercialclubalbury.com.au/
http://www.rotaryclubofalburyhume.com.au/
https://alburyrotary.club/
https://www.citicafeonolive.com.au/
https://wodonga.eldersrealestate.com.au/team/manuel-gonzalez/

