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Next Meeting 

Wednesday, August 14 
7.30 pm, Commercial Club  
The role of the Border Mail in 
serving our local community. 
Speaker:  Border Mail editor,  
Xavier Mardling 
Also:  DNA testing—what is it? 

Council Foyer 
Merchant, Moderniser, 
Mayor—James Fallon 

Until November 4 

Page 2  Silk Farming in Albury 
Page 4  Fromelles student 
Page 5  Carina Clement 
Page 6  History News 
Page 8  Moon Landing 

REPORT ON JULY MEETING (10.07.2019)  

Our July meeting got underway with a well researched talk by Ray Gear on the attempts to establish a 
local silk worm industry at ‘Glenmorus’ at the end of Union Rd, Lavington. Ray talked about the ‘ups and 
downs’ of the venture, before telling us why the enterprise ended in failure. 

The meeting then heard from Albury LibraryMuseum Team Leader, Carina Clement. Carina spoke about 
her role and the many aspects of providing both library and museum facilities within the Albury cultural 
precinct. She also mentioned the importance of the Lavington Library to its local community, before briefly 
speaking of proposals to see a library established for the Thurgoona community. 

Illustrating how widely our Bulletin is read, Doug Hunter told us of a school teacher in Fromelles, 
France, reading in our Bulletin 567 of Albury district soldiers killed in their region during World War I. The 
teacher engaged Doug’s help to assist his students in completing a project commemorating an Australian 
soldier. 

We welcomed a new member, Portia Dilena. Portia is a research officer at Charles Sturt University, 
working on a project that is looking to uncover and record the history of CSU in Albury-Wodonga from its 
beginnings as a Study Centre in 1972. Portia seeks help from past staff and students. 

Ed Dale spoke of projects underway in the Henty area including efforts to record the work of the 
‘Jaycees’ in the area.  He would welcome help from anyone associated with the organisation. 

Chris de Vreeze paid tribute to well known Albury identity, Tom Chubb, who died recently. 
To round off the evening, Greg Ryan gave a brief summary with photos and a short film to remind 

members of the Apollo 11 moon landing of 50 years ago. That was followed by members relating their 
stories of what they were doing as man made that “one giant leap.” 

Thomas Affleck with his wife and daughter in the garden of their house 
‘Glenmorus.’ Mr Affleck is holding a copy of the Albury Border Post – he 

https://alburyhistory.org.au/
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SILK FARMING (SERICULTURE) AT GLENROY                Ray Gear                

In November 1878 a Border Post reporter described a locality north-west of Albury, where the silkworm was 
being reared – the area, which he referred to as ‘Lavington,’ was “like a fairy dell, surrounded by steep hills, 
amongst which it nestles placidly, its pleasant homesteads with their gardens full of flowers and beautiful 
shrubs, cultivated fields, and acres of mulberry trees.” 

The mulberry tree was grown as a primary food source for silkworms which were reared to produce raw silk, 
obtained from the cocoon of silkworm larvae. The process was first discovered by the ancient Chinese around 
2,700 BC, but it was not until around 300 AD that it spread outside China. 

The life cycle of the silkworm begins with the mating of male and female silkworm moths and the 
subsequent laying by the female moth of eggs on mulberry leaves. After eggs are hatched tiny silkworms 
emerge which go through five moult stages to accommodate their growth. After the final moult the silkworm 
spins one continuous strand of silk into a cocoon. When unravelled, that single strand can be spun into silk 
thread.   

Early attempts to establish a silk industry in Australia are believed to have begun soon after settlement. In 
Sydney a Mr Campbell (1845) and James Beuzeville (1848) were producing silk. These attempts however are said 
to have failed due to “lack of funds, poor mulberry stock, unsuitable land, disease, and lack of knowledge.” 

In districts surrounding Albury, early attempts to establish a silk culture were undertaken by Joseph Docker 
at Wangaratta (early 1860s), Sarah Neill at Corowa (early 1870s), Archibald McDougall of Taminick near 
Wangaratta (1873), Beechworth Sericulture Company (1874), James Woodland near Wodonga (1874), and 
Chevalier Bruno in the Benalla district (1876). All but Sarah Neill’s Corowa farm were short-lived. 

During the early 1870s, Sarah Neill took the lead in promoting silk growing around Albury and district 
particularly in encouraging people especially women, to take up sericultural enterprises. As well as giving 
lectures in Albury from 1873, she published in 1873 a book, entitled, The Silkworm and its Education. 

According to the Albury Banner, in August 1875 Sarah Neill’s, ‘Mulberry Farm’ on the east side of Corowa  
“was the first experiment in sericulture on an extensive scale 
tried in this part of the colonies.” Twelve months later the 
Adelaide Observer recorded that she was “the originator of 
sericulture in Victoria.” She died on August 29, 1884 in 
Melbourne following an accident in September 1881 at her 
second farm, ‘Cardmanah’ on Cropper’s Lagoon on the west 
side of Corowa.  

In March 1873, Scottish born Thomas Affleck, after obtaining 
a lease to culture silk, established his Glenmorus Mulberry Farm 
at the western end of Union Road [Morus is the botanical name 
for the genus of the mulberry tree – so Glenmorus translates as 
‘valley of the mulberry’]. John Howard, English born and from a 
gardening and nursery background, was manager of Affleck’s 
farm. He later moved to Woodlands farm near Wodonga.  

Located some four miles in a north-westerly direction from Albury, Affleck’s Glenmorus Mulberry Farm was 
of twenty acres and in 1874 consisted of eight acres cleared 
with three thousand mulberry cuttings planted. Grain of the 
Brianza race of silkworm eggs for the farm were procured 
from Monsieur Roland, of Switzerland. Sudden changes in 
temperature later in 1874, and a lack of suitable food reduced 
the harvest of grain and cocoons. 

According to the Wagga Wagga Advertiser in August 1874, 
“the Glenmorus Farm was under the superintendence of Janet 
Affleck.” A certificated sericulturist, she graduated at the 
establishment of Sarah Neill at Corowa.  

In mid-1875 John Howard returned to NSW and established 
at Glenroy his own silk farm, just north of Affleck’s. He later 
called his farm ‘The Mulberry Farm.’  At the same time he was 
advertising silkworm eggs for sale. Towards the end of the 
year he erected a magnanerie (silkworm house) and exhibited Border Post advertisement, August 29, 1874 

Thomas Affleck’s home, ‘Glenmorus.’ 
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“grain, cocoons, floss and raw silk” at the Victorian International Exhibition and the Melbourne Intercolonial 
Exhibition. 

According to the Albury Banner in December 1875, existing mulberry plantations in the district “were all too 
young to admit of payable rearings taking place for the next two to three years.” In the same month Glenmorus 
Mulberry Farm was described as the principal sericultural establishment on the border, and had eleven thousand 
mulberry trees. In the magnanerie, fifteen different species of silkworms were being reared. 

According to John Howard, in April 1876 it cost about £40 to trench and plant one acre with mulberry trees 
which should yield 400 pounds of baked cocoons. Thus, at three shillings per pound, one acre of seven-year-old 
trees will yield £120 in the season. Later in 1876, Howard was reported to have ten thousand worms reared while 
Thomas Affleck, at Glenmorus had forty thousand.  

Like other agriculture industries, silk growing practices were subject to change. Said to have been one of the 
first machines of its type introduced into Australia, Affleck in late 1876 imported a silk-winding machine to 
unwind the cocoons that were previously reeled by hand.   

Both Affleck and Howard exhibited their products at the Albury & Border Pastoral Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society’s Exhibition held in October 1877. Three months later Affleck was an exhibitor of silk and silk 
cocoons at the 1878 Paris Exhibition.  

Built in 1874, the magnanerie at Affleck’s farm was, 
by 1878, a wooden building forty feet long by twenty 
feet wide. Constructed of timber and roofed with 
thatch over bark, it originally had sides of hessian 
coarse cloth which proved unsuitable due to sudden 
changes in temperature experienced in the district. At 
Glenmorus, a section of the magnanerie had four tiers 
containing trays, each tier being suspended from the 
roof. 

On November 16, 1878 it was reported in the Border 
Post that the silkworm industry had yet to make a 
profit. Combined, Affleck & Howard’s farms had fifteen 
thousand Mulberry trees, the majority being of the 
Morus japonica species.  

Albury’s first Industrial Exhibition was held in August 
1879 with Affleck’s exhibition at the event taking the 
form of Cleopatra’s needle. Later in the year the same 
exhibit won an award at the 1879 Sydney International 
Exhibition, and later at the Melbourne International 
Exhibition.   

In November 1881 the silkworm industry was reported to be in full swing, with Thomas Affleck and John 
Howard having some six hundred thousand worms in the fourth stage of their existence.. A fall in temperature a 
month later however saw the industry receive a setback. Twelve months later the parasitic pebrine disease (or 
pepper disease) infected the caterpillars, ruining the season’s rearing of the silkworm. 

These and past failures defeated Affleck’s and Howard’s attempt to establish silk farms and the ventures 
were abandoned. Eventually the Mulberry trees were removed from the area with Affleck’s Glenmorus Farm site 
later becoming part of Glenmorus Memorial Gardens.  

References:  
Fridell, Ron and Walsh, Patricia, Life Cycle of a Silkworm, Oxford, Heinemann Library, 2001.  
Newspapers of Albury-Wodonga: Albury Banner & Wodonga Express; Border Morning Mail; Border Post; Wodonga 
& Towong Sentinel.   
Trove digitised newspapers, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper: Adelaide Observer; Age (Melb); Argus (Melb); 
Australian Star (Syd); Australasian (Melb); Corowa Free Press; Empire (Syd); Evening News (Syd); Goulburn Herald; 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser; Mount Alexander Mail; Northern Argus; Ovens & Murray 
Advertiser; Sydney Mail; Sydney Morning Herald; Wagga Wagga Advertiser; Yorke’s Peninsula Advertiser.  

SILK FARMING (SERICULTURE) AT GLENROY                Ray Gear                

Ruins of the magnanerie of Sarah Neill,  

built at Corowa in 1877, later used for farm storage. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper
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FRENCH STUDENTS’ WORK ON FROMELLES SOLDIERS 

A report by Doug Hunter presented at our July meeting. 
On 9 January this year our president Greg received this email: 
My name is Franck BOMMELAER. I am a professor of geography history in a city in northern France. For a few years 
my students and I have been working on the Australian soldiers of the 1st World War. Last year we worked on 
Australian soldiers who died at the Battle of Fromelles. We did the biography of some soldiers and we looked for 
their descendants (we found 6 of them). We presented our work in a competition organized by the Australian 
Embassy (The Sadliers Stokes prize), and we won the 1st prize. Therefore we have to deepen the work. This year we 
are doing a comic telling the story of some soldiers. Among the soldiers we are working on, there are three of which 
you mention in your newsletter no. 567 of May 2016. They are Normann Brumm, Kenneth Morgan Mortimer and 
Arthur Hutchinson. I am writing to you to know if you have documents that we would not have found on Internet 
(Photos or other). If you are interested, I could give you a copy of the work for these 3 soldiers.  
Thank you for all, Mr Franck BOMMELAER 
The Sadlier-Stokes Prize is awarded annually through the Australian Embassy in France to one primary and two 
secondary schools in the Somme and Nord Pas-de-Calais to encourage French students to learn more about 
Australia. 
Children in these regions grow up surrounded by soldiers’ graves and war memorials and researching school 
projects on Australians’ military service helps them know more about the events of 100 years ago and the 
people who gave so much. 
The A&DHS Bulletin article he referred to was a report on a talk I had given at a Society meeting about Fromelles 
and some Albury and district connections. It is interesting to see how far our Bulletin reaches. 
I replied to Mr Bommelaer giving what additional information I had on the soldiers. 
Then on Friday 5 July I received another email and a copy of the comic strip the students had done on Kenneth 
Mortimer of Leneva. 
I come back to you for some news. My students have finished their work. I am sending you what has been done on 
Kenneth Mortimer. We have done this job for 15 soldiers. Next year we will continue and we will work on Normann 
Brumm.  Thanks again, Mr BOMMELAER 
Attached were the pages below from the comic book that the students had prepared. 
I am impressed by the work undertaken by the students, as I think you will be, and the innovative way they have 
presented it. Could students from Albury undertake a similar project on French soldiers killed at Verdun I 
wonder; all in French of course?  
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CARINA CLEMENT, TEAM LEADER AT ALBURY LIBRARYMUSEUM 

After a career as a librarian which took her to the UK and several Australia cities, Carina arrived in Albury with 
her family in 1998 as manager of Albury Library in QEII Square and Lavington Library.  

She spoke of Albury having a ‘cultural heart’ – the Library, the Entertainment Centre, the Art Gallery and the 
Conservatorium. 

Carina came to Albury with a promise of a new 
library and a consultant was engaged to 
formulate a strategic plan for the future of the 
Library, Museum and Art Gallery. “There was an 
acknowledgement that both Library & Museum 
needed improving for Albury to move ahead. The 
consultants’ plan recommend that the Library not 
move from our cultural precinct and that the 
Museum had to move from its former site, the 
Turks Head Museum, to the ‘cultural heart.’ So 
the concept of a combined Library and Museum 
evolved.” To enhance her understanding of 
working in museums, Carina did postgraduate 
work to qualify in museum studies.  

Carina mentioned the similarities between 
libraries and museums – “both are memory 
institutions, libraries with a focus on access, 
museums on caring for collections and 
interpreting stories.” So a decision was made to 
create “a converged facility where spaces blend in 
with each other.” 

So our new Albury LibraryMuseum (ALM) 
opened in July 2007, “the first new Civic building 
in Albury for many years and such a different 
building, a 21st century building. There was some 
controversy when the design was revealed, some 
feeling that it was too architecturally modern for 
Albury … but since its opening there seems to have been no further controversy. It was marketed as the ‘living 
room of the city’ a place where people could come and undertake a range of services and experiences.” 

Carina went on to mention examples, from borrowing books, accessing technology, research, visit 
exhibitions, attend meetings, access the kids’ space, visit a library shop as well as sit & meet in comfort. 

The permanent ‘Crossing Place—a story of Albury’ 
exhibition has been an important focus, with other core 
exhibition zones around the building to facilitate both touring 
exhibitions and locally developed exhibitions. There is also the 
exhibition case at the library entrance, clearly showing that 
the facility is not just a library. To illustrate the diversity of the 
space, Carina mentioned a range of experiences hosted by 
ALM, from ‘Youth Gigs’ and theatre production (eg ‘Murder in 
the Museum’) coupled with an exhibition, to weekly programs 
for refugees helping them integrate into our community. 

Initially the ALM did not have access to QEII Square. In 
2013/14 the master plan for the cultural precinct was reviewed. 
The next stage was the building of MAMA (opened 2015) – 
Carina commented that “the success of the LibraryMuseum, with an average of 220,000 visitors per year, 
persuaded the ‘powers-at-be,’ local and federal government, to fund redevelopment of the Art Gallery. They 
saw that it would have a positive impact on our creative and general economy. 

“The next step was the development of the Retro Lane Youth Café. It provided the link between ALM and 
QEII Square as well as providing a fantastic café for the community. That opened in 2016. It has had some ebbs-

Part of the ‘Crossing Place’ exhibition. 

The QEII Square fountain (demolished November 2009) and 

Albury Library. The library was demolished after the new 

Albury LibraryMuseum (below) opened on July 27, 2007. 
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and-flows but now it feels like a vibrant space catering for young people but being the café for LibraryMuseum it 
is there for a range of ages. 

“Ensuring that our QEII Square is a really vibrant spot is a really important role for all players in the cultural 
precinct.” 

Carina then noted that while there have been comments about the lack of space within the Lavington 
Library, some exhibition space has been provided. 

“Our library and museum facilities continually have to evolve. Last year we developed a business plan for the 
next five years with a range of initiatives/programs/strategies to move forward.” This plan includes major 
refurbishment at ALM (already well underway), review and refresh of the ‘Crossing Place’ exhibition, offsite 
storage has to be expanded, a project of de-acquisition of items in the Albury collection. There will also be the 
development of a community and cultural infrastructure plan for the next twenty years. Carina also mentioned 
the possibility of library facilities being developed within a community centre in the Thurgoona area. 

Carina finished with a quick look at some changes to the team/management structure at ALM. 

CARINA CLEMENT, TEAM LEADER AT ALBURY LIBRARYMUSEUM 

Exploring the Local Past with Trove. 
Try the section Music, Sound and 
Video. 
Search by topic eg ‘Lavington,’ 
‘Albury,’ ‘Wodonga,’ ‘Bonegilla.’ 
ABC Goulburn Murray, ALM and the 
National Library have lots of sound 
archives accessible or locatable here. 
Find interviews with people like 
Cleaver Bunton (pictured). It has 
transcript and sound. 
Find video of recent history like 
“egging the Prime Minister.” 
Or not so recent, such as a report on 
the day the two Premiers announced 
Albury & Wodonga would be one 

History News in and Around the Region 
Now on at MAMA & Burraja Gallery 
In the wake of the Uluru Statement from the Heart, two NAIDOC week art exhibitions in Albury Wodonga 
provide some ‘truth telling’ edgy accounts of Aboriginal history and culture. MAMA has a display of lino cuts by 
Kevin Gilbert an Aboriginal activist under the heading “Kevin Gilbert: A Message to be Heard’. 
Burraja Gallery has the works of several young Aboriginal 
artists dealing directly with Voice, Treaty and Truth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heritage Moves into the Department of Premier and Cabinet 
As of the 1st July 2019, the Heritage Department is now part of the Department of Premier and 
Cabinet. The new Minister is the Hon Don Harwin MP, Special Minister for State 
(pictured).  Heritage is located in the Community Engagement Division under Kate Foy, Deputy 
Secretary, alongside Aboriginal Affairs, Create NSW and Employee Relations. 
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https://www.facebook.com/Albury.DHS/  

Visit our website for photos of 
old Albury, history articles,  past 
Bulletins and much more.  

Go to: 
https://alburyhistory.org.au/  

Preparing for the 50th Anniversary of CSU Albury-Wodonga 
Portia Dilena is the Research Officer 
for a Charles Sturt University research 
project that is looking to uncover and 
record the history of CSU in Albury-
Wodonga from its beginnings as a 
Study Centre in 1972. This includes 
collecting documents, photos and 
other artefacts, but also oral history 
interviews with past students and 
staff.  
The end product of this project is a 
short written history, and an 
exhibition on the fifty year 
anniversary in 2022. She is seeking 
memories from former students and 
staff members. 
 
 

Wanted more women for the Australian Dictionary of Biography 
Fewer than one in twenty of the Australian Dictionary of Biography’s entries for the 
colonial period are of women. You can help to add another 1500 women by 
nominating those you think should be included in the ADB. To learn more about the 
colonial women in the ADB project go to 
http://history.cass.anu.edu.au/centres/ncb/colonial-women-adb   

 

Culcairn/Henty Jaycees 
Former members of Jaycees (Junior Chamber International) from 
both Culcairn and Henty are seeking to gather together material for 
a book on their activities while the organisation functioned in their 
area (they started in 1956). Help is required sourcing photos, 
newspaper reports or any other relevant material. If you can help, 
contact Edward Dale at Henty. 
 

Membership Subscriptions are now due for 2019/20.  
Single members $30 and Family members $35. Members requiring a posted 
copy of the Bulletin, please pay $10 extra for this service.  
Corporate membership is $100 p.a. and includes recognition on our web site 
and in the Bulletin.  
For members renewing by direct deposit (BSB 640 000 Acc No 111097776) 
please ensure you include your name when making the deposit.  
Welcome to new member, Portia Dilena  

https://www.facebook.com/Albury.DHS/
https://alburyhistory.org.au/
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Patrons: Patricia Gould, Greg Aplin 
Honorary Life Members:  
Howard Jones, Helen Livsey,  
June Shanahan, Jan Hunter.  
President: Greg Ryan 
Vice-President: Joe Wooding  
Secretary: Helen Livsey  
02 6021 3671 
Treasurer: Simon Burgess 
Minute Secretary: Jill Wooding 
Publicity Officer: Jill Wooding  
Public Officer: Helen Livsey 

Committee: Marion Taylor, Howard Jones, 
Chris de Vreeze, Bruce Pennay, Ray Gear 
Bulletin Editor: Greg Ryan 
gmjryan@bigpond.com  
Publications & Stock Officer: Ray Gear  
Bulletin dispatch: Richard Lee  
Meeting Greeter: Jill Wooding  
Web Editor: Greg Ryan 
Meetings: Second Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30 pm usually at the Commercial Club 
Albury.  

The Committee meets on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 3 pm 
at the Albury LibraryMuseum.  

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION  
Single: $30 Family: $35 
Corporate: $100  
Note: There is a $10 surcharge for 
mailed Bulletins. 
Research undertaken, $25 first 
hour. Enquiries in writing with $25. 

Disclaimer:  
The Albury & District Historical Society Inc, and/or its members, through this newsletter, endeavours to provide accurate 
and reliable information, but does not warrant or make any representation regarding the accuracy or reliability of 
information contained within this newsletter.  
To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Society and/or its members shall not be liable for any damages of 
any kind relating to the use of this information, including without limitation, direct, indirect, special, compensatory or 
consequential damages, loss of profits or damage to property, even if the Society and/or its members have been advised 
of the possibility of such damages.  

Special thanks to the Commercial Club Albury Ltd for supplying a 
meeting room for many years and for their continued support.  
Please click on the logo to access their website.  

A&DHS Corporate Sponsors 
Albury & District Historical Society receives generous support from the following sponsors.  

Please click on the logo to visit their respective websites. 
 

IT, Web & App Services 

REMEMBERING THE FIRST MOON LANDING – Monday, July 21, 1969 at 12.56 pm (AEST) 

Members were invited to share their memories of what they 
were doing when the first steps were taken on the moon – 
“One small step for Man, one giant leap for Mankind.” 
Jan Hunter recalled being in Port Moresby and with PNG having 
no TV, she struggled to find a radio broadcast. Meanwhile 
husband Doug told us that he was in Nui Dat, South Vietnam 
and he saw the “grainy, terrible quality” broadcast while 
waiting for a chopper to take him to the bush. 
Bruce Pennay was teaching in Bathurst and he was waiting to 
discuss ‘Lord of the Flies’ with his students – they were 
watching the broadcast in the science department. 
Both Greg & Cheryl Ryan were students at the University of 
NSW – they were in crowded small TV rooms in their respective 
residential colleges while lecture halls were almost empty. 
Sue Haberfield was very young and only has vague memories, 
but knew that people were excited about something special 
happening. 
Howard Jones was in Dublin visiting ‘The Book of Kells’ and 
missed it altogether. But he and his son recall seeing astronaut 
Michael Collins when he visited Albury. 
The Border Morning Mail had the Apollo 11 launch on the front 
page, but the actual landing was pushed off the front page by 
news of the Bungambrawatha Creek in flood. 

https://www.commercialclubalbury.com.au/
http://lesterandson.com.au/
https://coxtech.com/
http://www.albury.kwikkopy.com.au/
http://www.rotaryalburynorth.org.au/
https://alburycbd.com.au/city/albury/listing/think-pilates/

