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REPORT ON OCTOBER MEETING (10.10.2018)

Murray River themed meeting was how President Greg Ryan described the
October meeting of the A&DHS as he welcomed members and guests at the
Commercial Club. He outlined the program then reminded members of the up-coming
bus trip to visit Aboriginal relic sites in the Urana district on Sunday 21 October, and the
Workshop to be conducted by Dr Peter Hobbins, a historian of science, technology and
medicine, at the Albury LibraryMuseum on Monday 29 October.
The main speakers on the night were Jo Hewitt, Team Leader Economic Development at Albury City Council and Terry Hillman, former Director of the Murray Darling
Freshwater Laboratory at Thurgoona. Jo gave an overview of current economic development in Albury-Wodonga and spoke of plans to market the industrial, commercial,
educational and logistic advantages of the region both nationally and internationally.
She spoke in detail of the Murray River Regional Experience, a collaborative project
involving AlburyCity, Federation Shire and Berrigan Shire and encompassing the river

from Lake Hume to Tocumwal.
Victoria Cooper from Albury Library Museum continued the theme speaking of a
collection of images of Lake Hume at very low level in 2007 which have been donated to
the LibraryMuseum. The images show the remains of the Bowna Bridge and some
blacksmith's tools and items of ironmongery exposed by the receding waters.
Victoria also introduced new member to LibraryMuseum staff, Sarah Ind who is
replacing Natalie Bittner who is on maternity leave.
New exhibitions including ‘Selfies’ at Lavington Library; Charlie Chaplin at LibraryMuseum; and a triptych of events commemorating the 1918 Armistice: Talk by Bruce
Pennay and Doug Hunter, 25 October at LibraryMuseum, exhibition in City Council Foyer,
9 November launch; and RSL sponsored service at Pioneer Cemetery 11 November.
Jenny Tanner of the Uiver Memorial Community Trust gave details of the Open Day
and ‘Jiving for the Uiver’ evening, both to be held on the 20 th October.
Joe Wooding continued with the Question of the Month segment. The question asked
was which street joins Kiewa Street adjacent to the Mercy Hospital complex, is it Nathan
Avenue or Alma Street? Seems the former wins the day, with the decision dating back to
1925.

VALE JOHN LIVSEY
Sincere condolences are offered to our secretary and research officer, Helen Livsey and family on the death of her husband John. John’s gentle presence at A&DHS outings and functions
was appreciated and we pay tribute to the support he unfailingly offered to Helen in her roles
furthering the history of Albury and district.

ECOLOGY OF THE MURRAY-DARLING BASIN
Dr Terry Hillman

Thanks for inviting me to this meeting. I am not a historian. I am, instead, an ecologist. But, just as
a historian might study the factors that change human communities or civilisations over the
passage of time, I am interested in the things that drive and shape communities of plants and
animals – or ecosystems. There is a lot of similarity between human communities and ecosystems.
When change is slow and communities (or ecosystems) are diverse they accommodate the
change (e.g. acclimatisation, natural selection). Large and/or rapid change, on the other hand,
may lead to collapse and/or a brand-new start.
250 million years ago the Murray Darling Basin (MDB) along with the rest of Australia was part
of the super-continent, Pangaea. It was the ‘End of Permian’, the biggest of the 5 past mass
extinctions that we know about. It resulted from wide-spread volcanic action in Siberia resulting
in massive volumes of toxic gas, acidification of the oceans, extensive forest fires, and possibly
severe damage to the Ozone layer. It resulted in the disappearance of 96% of species living at the
time.
200 million years ago, ‘End of Triassic extinction’, eruptions in the mid-Atlantic resulted in an
80% species loss.
65 million years, ‘End of Cretaceous extinction’, space rock hits Mexico, wide-spread volcanic
activity – particularly India. CO2 high, Oceanic O2 and temperature low [nuclear winter]. 76% of
species lost including the dinosaurs except ‘proto’ birds.
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Over the past 60 million years, since the most recent ‘restart’ of our biosphere, the basin has
gradually moved to the north and the MurrayDarling system has developed, experiencing
periods of wet/dry (sea/desert), tropical and Antarctic conditions. An important aspect of that
journey relates to Australia’s position on its tectonic plate. Unlike geologically active places like
NZ, Japan, and Indonesia, Australia is situated in the middle of the plate and hence has been
relatively undisturbed.
As a result, the surface geology of Australia is comparatively old, weathered and rather flat
giving us the Murray system at the end of the 18 th century when European settlers came to take
control. They clearly recognised the ‘treasure’ that it represented, but its hydrology was quite
outside their experience or understanding. Though they had no way of knowing, it presented an
unusual combination of attributes: a large catchment, 14% of the continent, but carrying
relatively little water to the sea compared with say the Danube and Amazon, and only a small
proportion of the catchment contributes to this; flows are highly variable within and between
years; rainfall, and therefore flows, are highly unpredictable, reflecting the fact that rainfall is
driven byAntarctic storm events plus the fact that only a small area of the catchment contributes
to the basin’s flow; and much of the system has a very low gradient resulting in large floodplains
being connected to the main channel at flows just exceeding bank-full. This results in enhanced
biodiversity and productivity.
Over the preceding 65 million years the native fauna and flora had become well-adapted to
this regime, e.g. macropods, water-birds, fish – through limiting ‘investment’ in young, ‘roaming’
migration patterns, flow-triggered breeding response, respectively.
The early settlers were not so well served. Those near the river found a reliable supply of stock
and domestic water. There is strong opinion that the Murray did not stop flowing prior to
European irrigation use. In addition it was an excellent supply of fish though this was largely
exhausted during the 19th century. 29,064 kg was sent to Melbourne Market in 1835; but this had
declined to 4,273 kg in 1896 and in 1897 the NSW authorities ban netting completely.
By and large the Murray must have been a bit of a disappointment, but as befitting pioneers in
the tail-end of the Industrial Revolution, engineering work was quickly begun to overcome these
perceived shortcomings.
After Sturt’s trip clarified the relationships between the Murray, Darling, and Murrumbidgee in
1830, the value of the river network as a conduit for trade from the inland was soon recognised –
especially by the SA governor who saw a role for Adelaide as a trade hub. The first paddlesteamer appeared in 1853 accelerated by the discovery of gold.
The outcome was an inter-colonial struggle to construct locks, the first lock in 1922, followed by
13 more by 1935. Floodplain vegetation was lost at a rate of 1 ton per 10 miles; interruption to
longitudinal movement, drift and migration together with de-snagging reduced crustacean and
fish habitat.
In the mid-1880s attention turned from using the river for transport to using it for production.
irrigation had been trialled in California and the Chaffey brothers, on the basis that the fertile but
dry Mallee soils looked similar to those of California, commenced irrigation. Much more than
navigation, irrigated horticulture needed a hydrological regime that supported removal and
consumption of water from the system [i.e. adequate flow volumes]; guaranteed supply to meet
crop needs, seasonal and long-term; and an efficient means of distributing/sharing water
The Murray system must have been just about the world’s worst candidate for the job.
Despite this, the exploitation and management of the MDB has been surprisingly successful.
This IMHO is the result of insightful bargaining when neither the protagonists nor the MD system
was under stress. It is interesting to wonder if the ‘rail-gauge fiasco’ would have been repeated in
developing our national water resources if the negotiations leading up to it had occurred 50
years earlier rather than when Australia was achieving federation. It seems unlikely. As early as
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1863, at the first inter-colonial conference, equitable sharing and management of the MD system
was discussed, and, by the time of the Federation Convention in 1897, the SA government was
seeking a level of federal oversight to preserve their interests against the up-stream states.
The Federation Drought (1895-1902) helped focus the attention of the soon-to-be-federated
colonies and a meeting of leaders of the new states at Corowa in 1902 laid the groundwork for
the River Murray Waters Agreement in 1915 and the formation of the River Murray Commission in
1917.
What followed might be referred to as the “Can-Do era”. Two world wars (with subsequent
migration), and the great depression, no doubt contributed human resources and the opportunity
to start on something new (new irrigation areas or major engineering works), but, as the 20 th
century progressed, the truth of the old adage about a free lunch was being born out; there is
none! With the completion of Dartmouth, we had storage space around twice the average annual
volume of discharge (unregulated) from the system plus the capacity for inter-valley transfers and
a good deal of power over how the system behaved as a water supply ie adequate and reliable
supply of water when required. Keeping pace with the advances in water supply management,
or perhaps driving it, were developments in irrigated agriculture.
Unfortunately, whilst water supply and distribution were advancing, we had not accounted for
its behaviour as a physical and biological ecosystem. The fixes that served agricultural
production so well had a number of undesirable collateral effects.
The 1000Km algal bloom in the Barwon-Darling in 1991 probably helped focus public interest
on declining environmental conditions in the MD system (though such events may have
occurred historically in the absence of human intervention). It was realised that the amount of
water withdrawn from the system had been growing for some time – as evidenced by the closure
of the Murray Mouth in 1981 - and that it was now approaching the average volume estimated to
pass through the system annually. It was decided that, as a ‘holding measure’, water removed
from 24 designated valleys should not exceed the equivalent of that which was being taken in
1994.
Following another major drought 1998-2007 the then Prime Minister John Howard announced
an allocation of $10 billion to shift the management of the MDB to an indefinitely sustainable
level. This was to be achieved by using the best available knowledge to estimate the volume of
water which could be safely taken from each of the valleys in the MDB. Basin-wide this has been
estimated as 10,873 Giga litres (GL) per year whereas the recovery of 2750 GL/yr is required for a
sustainable basin ecosystem
The use of Sustainable Diversion Limits to estimate water use begins in 2019. They will be subject
to periodic review and it will be possible to adjust them up or down in accordance with SDL
Adjustment projects such as achieving environmental gains with less water; the removal of
constraints to shifting water; and improvements to on-farm practice. The basin plan requires these
to be in place by July 2019. We shall see.
We are in a period of amazing change – some of it good!
#
#
#

MURRAY RIVER REGIONAL EXPERIENCE
Extract from talk by Jo Hewitt, a/g Team Leader Economic Development, AlburyCity
The Murray River Regional Experience is a partnership between the Councils of Albury, Berrigan
Shire and Federation Shire and with a total project cost of more than $20m has received $11m in
grant funding from the NSW Government. The project aims to strengthen access to, and
connection with, the Murray River through improved public infrastructure across the three local
Council areas encapsulating more than 60 km of river frontage and draw increased visitor
A&DHS Bulletin No 595

PAGE 4

numbers from both sides of the border, and beyond.
Resident and visitor enjoyment will also deliver significant economic benefits to the local
communities and the wider NSW Riverina Murray region providing jobs and improving liveability.
The project will encourage movement along the river and open new markets to the experiences
available at each location. Once completed it will attract an estimated 365,000 visitors to the
region.
The project will enhance our stewardship of the Murray River, and create
opportunities for promotion of the River as
an internationally significant and iconic
Australian natural asset. Careful
impementation will reduce impact on the
environment through the protection of
the natural landscape.

Other outcomes of the project include
the promotion of the Aboriginal
community’s connection with the Murray
River and creation of employment
opportunities. Private investor confidence
will ultimately improve with opportunities
Visitor Education & Experience Centre at Wonga Wetlands
for an increased range and quality of
riverside products, and nature-based visitor experiences.
The project will see the creation of a Riverside Precinct. This will include public infrastructure
works encompassing a boardwalk, floating boat pontoon, lighting and connectivity to
underutilised areas of the river.
An eco-sensitive Visitor Education & Experience Centre will be constructed at Wonga
Wetlands and will include a theatre, visitor display area, foyer, office space, dining and lunch
room, kitchen and storage. This high quality, sustainable, multipurpose building costing $1.3M
will increase opportunities for eco-tourism, school groups and private events. Outdoor elements
include improved car and bus parking and hardstand surfaces allow an indoor/outdoor
connection with the building.
Extensions to the Wagirra Trail will comprise an additional 12km pathway, accessible to all
abilities and fitness levels, linking key recreational tourism assets and providing access to the
wonderful scenery around Wonga Wetlands and the highly successful Yindyamarra Sculpture
Walk. Other aspects of the $2M extension include signage, picnic tables, footbridges, bike racks
and seating.
Well used Hovell Tree Park with its community wood-fired oven will benefit from additional
shelters, and landscaping; and Improved power, lighting and water infrastructure. This will
enhance its capacity to stage community and conference functions.

There will be additional car parking and picnic tables, play equipment, fencing and
landscaping at popular Noreuil Park while upgrades to Oddies Creek Park will include a large
climbing net structure, fencing, a pedestrian bridge across to Australia Park and footpaths.
An important part of the Australia Park upgrades is the commercial lease of the two buildings
on site – Australia Park building is now Basq Dayspa and the Turks Head is soon to become a
photography hub and gallery café. A Conservation Management Plan has been undertaken for
the Turks Head. Opened in 1868 as the Traveller’s Rest Hotel it is the only surviving structure of its
kind in southern NSW. The Photography Hub and Gallery café is a wonderful adaptation of the
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building which will see the space retained in its current footprint and enjoyed by members of the
public. Car and RV parking and landscaping will also be undertaken.
The Murray River Experience is an ongoing project providing improved access to the river for
residents and visitors and offering increased commercial opportunities, all the time safeguarding
the natural landscape and maintaining the integratory of this national icon.
#

#

#

ALICE WYATT AND CHARLIE CHAPLIN
Richard Lee
The recent Charlie Chaplin exhibition at the LibraryMuseum sent the staff searching for any
Albury connections. They came up with Alice Matilda Wyatt, a girl from Kiewa Street Albury. She
was born in 1882, the daughter of William and Jane Wyatt. Alice attended Albury Public School
but left Albury at a relatively young age. Her father, a bookmaker, took her to Melbourne for an
audition. Her singing and acting won acclaim and Alice was quickly snapped up by George
Stephenson Vaudeville Company. She and her friend Myra Hammon played as the ‘Sandow Girls’
who then went on to play theatres in Newcastle, Brisbane, Perth, Kalgoorlie, Hobart and on to
New Zealand with the Ben Fuller troupe and then with the J C Williamson Vaudeville. With this
under her belt she and Myra travelled by ship to South Africa for a season there then on to London
in 1908. She later returned to Australia. In 1914 the Sandow Girls again returned to London this
time accompanied by her mother and sister Edi. During the War, the girls welcomed hundreds of
the ANZAC soldiers to their home on Sunday afternoons. The girls performed numerous concerts,
entertaining soldiers and raising funds for causes related to the welfare of the troops.
In London she became friends with Syd and Charlie Chaplin and told a story of Charlie
Chaplin calling in one afternoon and helping her mother to hang some curtains in the living room.
Newspapers of the day reported that she had a close connection to Charlie Chaplin.
The Sandow Girls played London Oxford Theatre, Palladium, Empire and many others. When
not performing with Myra, Alice played various principal boys and performed all over the UK.
One of her more successful seasons was acting as Robinson Crusoe.
But acting was in her blood and she travelled to Hollywood to act in silent movies. Alice was
now in her forties so was often cast in ‘duchess’ roles. Albury historian and raconteur Cliff
Chamberlain interviewed her in 1966 at age 84 years, at her apartment in St Kilda. Alice said she
completed numerous world tours and that she was still in regular contact with Charlie Chaplin.
Coincidentally, both died on Christmas Day. Alice in 1971 and Charlie six years later in 1977.
# # #

THE EVENTS WHICH LED TO THE ELEVENTH OF THE ELEVENTH
On 8 January 1918 American President Woodrow Wilson made a speech to US Congress setting
out a 14-point proposal for bringing the war to an end.
On 21 March Germany launched a massive offensive on the Western Front aimed at winning
the war. It made early progress but by July had failed utterly.
On 8 August British and French forces launched a highly successful counter-offensive. The
German commander General Ludendorff described it as the ‘Black Day of German Army’. The
'100 Days’ campaign followed in which British, French and American forces inflicted heavy defeats
upon the German Army. So damaged was the German Army that on 29 September Ludendorff
advised the German Kaiser that the war was lost and recommended the civilian government
negotiate peace terms based on Wilson’s 14 points.
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Germany’s allies Bulgaria, Turkey and Austro-Hungary suffered heavy defeats and surrendered
in late October and early November leaving Germany alone to battle the western allies. The
German people were shocked when told the war was lost. Throughout the nation, Socialist and
Bolshevik agitators fuelled civil unrest. President Wilson responded to requests for a truce by
demanding German withdrawal from all occupied territory, cessation of U-Boat action and the
abdication of the Kaiser.
On 30 October in response to orders for a death or glory engagement with the Royal Navy,
sailors of the German High Seas Fleet mutinied and set up revolutionary councils. Realising the
war was lost, soldiers deserted the Army in increasing numbers. Garrison regiments in Germany
set up soldiers’ councils and joined in civil unrest, and threats of revolution spread across
Germany.
On 9 November the Kaiser abdicated and went into exile in Holland. Germany was declared
a republic and delegates dispatched to France to negotiate an armistice based on the 14
points, were instructed to sign at any price to avoid invasion on the one hand and revolution on
the other. The signing took place on 11 November in a railway carriage in the Forest of
Compiegne, coming into force at 11 am London time, bringing the Great War to an end.
The signing by delegates of the civilian government of Germany rather than the German military gave rise to the malicious myth that the Army had not been defeated, rather it had been
‘stabbed in the back’ by a Jewish/Socialist conspiracy. This was used by the Nazi Party in its rise
to power.

ARMISTICE COMMEMORATION ACTIVITIES
THURSDAY 25 October

Talk by Bruce Pennay and Doug Hunter at Albury Library
Museum 4pm—5.30pm

FRIDAY 9 November Launch of Exhibition in Council Chamber Foyer 11am. Exhibition
to run till 5 April 2019
SUNDAY 11 November

Commemoration Service at Albury Pioneer Cemetery
Waugh Road 4pm
All are welcome at these events
#

#

#

HISTORY NEWS IN AND AROUND THE REGION
•

Wagga Wagga and District Historical Society has just returned from a members’ visit to Temora. In
the past they have visited Gundagai, Burrinjuck Dam and Sebastopol.

•

The RAAF is advertising grants for RAAF heritage studies that might interest local historians interested
in exploring Central Reserve in Ettamogah or Air Cadets.

•

The grant we won to complete the digitisation of the Border Morning Mail for Trove was one of 21
successful applications out of 28. It was 1 of only 6 which were fully funded. Our grant of $4,805 was
the highest funded.

•

Victorian Community History Awards, 2018, have been announced. Among the winners was
‘Wangaratta Stories’, a heritage interpretation award won by Wangaratta Historical Society,
Wangaratta Art Gallery and Museums Australia.

•

A cultural tourism article by Graham Erbacher appeared in the Weekend Australian, 1-2 September
making much of the Albury Railway Station and MAMA.

•

Ian Jones, a Ned Kelly biographer of long-standing, died in September.
#

#

#
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ANSWER TO QUESTION OF THE MONTH FOR OCTOBER

Nathan Avenue crosses the Bungambrawatha Creek before turning
west to Kiewa Street. It was named in 1925 . Alma Street is believed by
many to continue to Kiewa Street whereas it merges with Nathan
Avenue at the bridge crossing. Directly opposite the bridge, there is
house No. 526 Nathan Avenue, adjacent is No. 705 Alma Street.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH FOR NOVEMBER

In the dark days of 1942, the picture theatres became involved in helping
the war effort. What was required to get matinee admission ?

A&DHS Corporate Sponsors
Albury & District Historical Society receives generous support from the following sponsors.

IT, Web & App Services

Special thanks to the Commercial Club Albury Ltd for supplying a
meeting room for many years and also for their continued support.
Disclaimer:
The Albury & District Historical Society Inc., and/or its members, through this newsletter, endeavours to
provide accurate and reliable information, but does not warrant or make any representation regarding
the accuracy or reliability of information contained within this newsletter.
To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Society and/or its members shall not be liable for
any damages of any kind relating to the use of this information, including without limitation, direct,
Patron: Patricia Gould OAM
Honorary Life Members:
Howard Jones, Helen Livsey,
June Shanahan, Jan Hunter.
President: Greg Ryan
Vice-President: Joe Wooding
Secretary: Helen Livsey
02 6021 3671
Treasurer: Simon Burgess
Minute Secretary: Jill Wooding
Publicity Officer: Jill Wooding
Public Officer: Helen Livsey

Committee: Marion Taylor, Eric Cossor,
Howard Jones, Chris de Vreeze, Bruce
Pennay, Ray Gear
Bulletin Editor: Marion Taylor
marion.taylor7@bigpond.com
Publications & Stock Officer: Ray Gear
Bulletin dispatch: Richard Lee
Meeting Greeter: Jill Wooding
Web Editor: Greg Ryan
Meetings: Second Wednesday of the
month at 7.30 pm usually at the
Commercial Club Albury.

The Committee meets on the
third Wednesday of the month
at 3 pm at the Albury
LibraryMuseum.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
Single: $25 Family: $33
Corporate: $100
Note: There is a $10 surcharge
for mailed Bulletins.
Research undertaken, $25 first
hour. Enquiries in writing with
$25
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