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Frederick W Lemcke – Building Contractor
Compiled by Jan Hunter.
Frederick William Lemcke was a successful builder and contractor in Sydney before the
Depression. As work dried up in the city, he began tendering for contracts around the state and
built large homes on properties in Harden and Barradine. In 1932 Lemcke was the successful
tenderer for alterations to the premises of the Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, on the
south-west corner of Dean and Kiewa Streets Albury.
For this first Albury job, Lemcke brought with him his principal foreman, Bert Scott, and head
labourer, Jack Walsh. Albury labourers who worked with Lemcke for many years included “Steve”
Stevenson and Arthur Krautz. Lemcke built in Albury until 1954 but for many years he retained his
Sydney office and workshop.

A unique photo of the CBC building taken from Mate’s roof
by Doug Atcheson in 1948. NAB, who acquired CBC, occupy
the building in 2017
Albury LibraryMuseum
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1936
“Tender of F W Lemcke at the Commercial Club premises rear Wool Exchange Dean Street Albury
of £8450, also £1500 for airconditioning of Wool Exchange, accepted.” (A&DHS Bulletin 357)
The 1938/9 ledger of G W Washington, Carrier, lists deliveries for Lemcke to Commercial Club,
indicating ongoing work there.

Brochure “Official Opening of the new building Commercial Club, Albury 1957”
Albury LibraryMuseum

Undated photo of F W Lemcke with his customised and
well-used 1939 Ford V8
Lemcke Family Collection
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1938

Former Masonic Temple
Kiewa Street Albury
In 1938 the original front was
removed.
This façade built by Lemcke
Architect S S Oxenham
(see A&DHS Bulletin 295)
Photo D Hunter 2010

In the mid thirties the Albury
Lutheran Church congregation began
a building fund. The history of the
church states, “When the total stood
at £1200, the decision was easily
made. A building with a nave of 42ft
x 22ft was eventually decided upon
on and on the 22nd August 1938 the
contract was let to Mr F W Lemke
(sic) at £1408.” (The History of St
Luke’s Congregation Guinea Street
Albury. Compiled by Esther L
Simpendorfer,
1988.
Albury
LibraryMuseum.)
St Luke’s Lutheran Church

Photo from “The History of St Luke’s Congregation Guinea
Street Albury”
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Ecker’s Globe Hotel cnr Dean and Kiewa Streets Albury, additions and alterations.

Ecker's Globe Hotel, Albury
N.S.W.
Additions and Alterations
carried out by

F.W. LEMCKE
Builder and Contractor
183 Elizabeth Street Sydney.
Phone 3738 Workshop 2751
Private 2694
Box 190, P.O., Albury Phone
Albury 901
Advertisement and photo (right)
Ecker’s Globe Hotel Booklet 1938
Albury LibraryMuseum

Unique photo taken from Mate’s roof by Doug Atcheson in 1948
Albury LibraryMuseum
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1939
Major renovations to the Albury Club Hotel, cnr Elizabeth and Dean Streets Albury. It was reopened as the Carlton Hotel in July 1939: the new design resembling an old English inn. The roof
tiles were coloured to depict the presence of snow. Interior designers, Mr and Mrs Ibbertson. (see
BMM, 18 July 1939 for large article on re-opening.) Hotel demolished in 1970 to make way for The
Travelodge.

BMM, 18 July 1939

The Carlton Hotel

Photo courtesy BMM, 1960
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1941

“The Manor”
Albury Public School infant classrooms
David Street Albury, built 1941

Photo “Back to Albury Public School” 1991 published by Back to APS Committee
Albury LibraryMuseum

Other contracts included:
• Work for Albury Municipal Council at abattoirs and baths
• AMP (1941), T&G Dean Street Albury, renovations
• CML, Dean Street Albury
• Pastoral Hotel (Allen Staton, carpenter, made the staircase
on this job)
• Lockhart Fire Station
• Yerong Creek Bank
• Bonegilla “Wet” Canteen, c.1942
The 1938/9 Ledger of G W Washington, Carrier, includes deliveries
for Lemcke to “Church” [Lutheran?]; “Baths”; “New Yard”; “CML”;
“Paine Street”;”Alexander Street”; “Maples”; ”Ammunition”
[Wirlinga?]; “Kiewa Street Club” [Albury Club?]; “Laundry”.
Sources: Allen Staton and Jim Monk, carpenters who worked for
Lemcke. A&DHS “Bulletins”; Bill Washington.
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Post World War II

In 2010, John Lemcke wrote:
“After discharge from the Air Force, [Dad] asked me if I would join him in the business, and having
missed out on a planned flying job, I decided learning the ins and outs of building would be a real
challenge. I commenced a Quantity Surveying course by correspondence, with a view to making
the quoting for contracts easier for my father. It was not altogether easy in some ways to enter
the business as the ‘boss’s son’ but it all worked out satisfactorily eventually.
“The Albury joinery shop was on the west side of Olive Street two blocks south of Dean Street – it,
and four flats on the street frontage for himself and employees, were ex army huts converted for
the purpose. [The joinery shop backed onto the rear of Richs Lane, Kiewa Street.]
“Towards the end of the 1940s, early 50s, we were employing 65 tradesmen so the weekly
calculation of hours worked at varying rates of pay; obtaining the necessary notes and coins from
the bank; sorting into envelopes and delivery to each man on his individual job site before knock
off time, was often a very rushed affair and a photo finish! That was entirely my responsibility for
something like eight years, amongst other things. After the war, tradesmen were sometimes
difficult to come by and a number of "New Australians" were employed - the main difficulty of
course was any understanding of English.
“Dad managed to build up a sound reputation for dependability and straight shooting. Most of his
contracts in the latter years were on the basis of a reasonable estimate and the job carried out at
‘cost of materials and labour plus 10%’. Any clients I spoke to after a contract were very satisfied
with the result.”

1947

Extensive alterations (showroom and upstairs offices) for Blacklocks, Kiewa Street Albury.
Architects A C & C M Macknight of Albury.

Left: Architectural
description of planned
building, BMM,
1 March1947
Right: BMM
Advertisement 1954
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Murray Valley Coaches depot and accommodation, north-east cnr Kiewa and Swift Streets Albury.
Stuart Gordon, foreman. Earlier, Lemcke used this block for his builder’s yard. The building later
became Border Morning Mail premises then multi-tenanted. (see A&DHS Bulletin 275)

Murray Valley Coaches Bus Terminal
Postcard Helen Livsey

Nineteen homes for the NSW Housing Commission, western side Mate Street Albury and north of
North Albury Post Office. “Scotty” McNab was the foreman. The Border Morning Mail account of
the handing over of six houses includes a photo of the homes and Mr Lemcke giving the keys to
the architect. The quality of the photos on microfilm was too poor for reproduction. (BMM, 27
February 1947 p.4) Some of these homes were demolished and replaced by two story apartments
in 2010.
“Six new housing commission homes [were] completed and handed over yesterday [to the
architect and then to the Clerk of Petty Sessions in Albury] in readiness for those lucky in last
September’s ballot….
“The architect (Mr Albert Hanson of Sydney) took
delivery of the houses from the builder (Mr F W
Lemcke) during the morning. He said that he was well
satisfied with the attention and care that the builder
had put into this work….
“There are 19 homes in the group, which was started
in January last year. Then it was hoped to finish the
work in August, but re-curring (sic) delays in the
supply of materials caused repeated postponement
of the date. At present the builder is waiting for
conduit piping. Much work cannot be done until this
comes to hand as the wall sheetings and ceilings
must await fixing until the conduit is in position.”

Newspaper photo 2011
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1948
Albury Grammar School (now The Scots School).

Photo The Scots School Archives

“Designed on the latest Norwegian lines, a new £25,000 building, work on which has started at the
Albury Grammar School will mark the completion of a decade of great progress at the school….six
classrooms of standard size and design to accommodate 35 students each, an assembly hall, 75 ft
x 35 ft, with all essential fittings, administrative quarters and a large science block will be provided
in the new structure...a feature will be the provision of ambulatories, or cloistered walks, which
will be set on either side of class rooms….” BMM, 10 May 1947
Man Who Builds Big
Contract for the erection of the new school has been let to Mr F W Lemcke, a man whose
name can be linked with many of the major building undertakings in the more recent years of
Albury’s progress. His buildings have done much to substantially alter the face of the city.
BMM, 10 May 1947

“The Senior Classroom Block was opened on 27th August 1948 by the Moderator of the
Presbyterian Church of NSW, The Right Reverend A. M. Stevenson, in the new Assembly Hall, part
of the complex in the presence of an audience of some 500 citizens of Albury and district. The new
building was made possible through money made available by the Presbyterian Church’s
Educational Trust. Architect Mr. L. McCredie. Builder Mr F. W. Lemcke. The school moved into the
new classrooms on August 13th 1948.” (Noelle Oke, The Scots School archivist)
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1949
Demolition of Gaol in Thurgoona Street Albury and building of flats nearby for NSW Housing
Commission. Architect Albert Hanson. The bricks from the gaol were re-used, and, according to
Lemcke, made a saving of about five pounds on the purchase price per thousand. The foundation
stone for the flats was laid 23 September 1949 and demolition of the cells started 25 October
1949. (A&DHS files)

NSW Dept Housing flats
cnr Pemberton and Thurgoona Streets Albury
Photo J Hunter 2011

Other contracts in the late 40s and early 50s included:
• Beaurepaire’s Tyre Service, north-west cnr Young and Dean Streets Albury. (see
A&DHS Bulletin 353)
• Jack Skinner’s showrooms, 481 Townsend Street Albury.
• Australian Gaslight Co, Kiewa Street, south-west of Smollett Street Albury.
Installation of an underground furnace. A complicated job because of continual
seepage. Site a public car park in 2011.
• Mate’s Store, cnr Kiewa and Dean Street Albury. New entrance and basement to
Kiewa Street.
• Mabel Clay Pty Ltd, 517 Dean Street, cnr AMP Lane Albury, alterations.
• Residence for Philip Roy Clay, 733 Pemberton Street Albury, 1947.
• Australian General Electric, 198? North Street Albury, c1951.Factory,
200’ x 100’ concrete and steel, saw-tooth roof.
• Dalgety’s Wool Store, cnr Wilson and Young Streets Albury, renovations
(demolished)

11

Foundation Stone for NSW Dept Housing Flats
Cnr Thurgoona and Pemberton Streets 1949
Builder Fred W Lemcke Architect Albert Hanson

1953
Albury Red Cross Hall, vicinity 446 Dean Street Albury (demolished). Architects S J O’Halloran &
Associates. The opening of the hall, by Mr J F Clack, chairman of the NSW Division of the Red Cross
Society, took place on 11 August 1953. The full account and photo is in BMM, 11 August 1953 but
the quality of the microfilm was too poor to reproduce.
“Albury’s example in building such a pleasant building for Red Cross work for the district
had been outstanding, Mr Clack said…
“Building had been erected in quick time through the efforts of Mr Lemcke. This was his
last major building project in Albury before his retirement from the industry in this city.
Mr Purtell, who was the architect (sic), [S J O’Halloran & Associates] assisted in many
ways and [there was] fine teamwork between these two men …”

Additional Information on F W Lemcke
F W Lemcke’s ancestors came from Denmark. The spelling of Lemcke has often been incorrect in
various publications and the name confused with that of Albury families of German stock. Lemcke,
born 21 February 1887, served as a private in the 1st Pioneer Battalion in WWI.
Early memories of John Lemcke include;
“[Dad] had a lot of worthy ‘monuments’ built by him in Sydney - I took a healthy small boy
interest in many of the contracts and some coming into my era were "White Wings"
factory in Redfern, followed by their main premises in Mascot. Also many stores for
Woolworths - my most vivid memories are of cnr Pitt and Market Streets, their main store
and Church Street, Parramatta. They had very memorable opening days for each of these
- crowds pushing at the doors waiting for spectacular opening ‘specials’, [cups and
saucers usually 2/6 were being sold for 9d] and that is certainly going back the full 80
years, with me aged about eight.
“Dad was President of the Master Builders’ Association when I was very young and I can
just remember going to Adelaide by boat for an Annual Builders’ Conference. He was also
often called on as Arbitrator for many building industry disputes. That gets us to the 1930
Depression and the first activity to suffer is always building construction. Dad started
tendering for any advertised jobs and I can remember spending some time in school
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holidays, very interested in the building of large country homes on prosperous properties
in Harden and Barradine, south NSW. Then followed tendering for the Commercial
Banking Co of Sydney alterations in Albury, cnr of Dean and Kiewa Streets and he was to
continue rebuilding so much of Albury from 1932 to 1954 when the increasing effects of
Parkinson’s Disease brought it all to an end. I didn't hear a great deal of some of his
contracts from '32 to after the war, but I can remember visiting him and going out to
Bonegilla military camp when he was building a "wet" canteen and other items there
during WWII.
“I have a couple of vivid recollections of my father’s building activities in Sydney… When
very young I was always fascinated with many aspects of his building contracts - one was
the extremely busy and productive storage yard (ground floor) with everything you could
dream of in the way of equipment, plus upstairs; a constant interest in the very
productive joinery shop producing some interesting and choice items of joinery.
“Another one; when very young, I went with him when acting as arbitrator as I previously
mentioned - a dispute arose between owner and builder. My father’s inspection showed
up many dodgy practices by an unscrupulous builder - firstly two brick fireplaces which
went only to ceiling height - (no chimneys through the roof!) and [Dad] did not like the
look of the lead dampcourse which protruded from the brickwork. A pull on the lead
revealed a strip only an inch wide instead of the full two courses and cavity - quite a
saving had [the builder] got away with it. I imagine they were very short term measures,
they would be discovered eventually but he undoubtedly did not intend to be contactable
when they were discovered.

House for P R (Roy) Clay
733 Pemberton Street
cnr Paine Street Albury 1947
Architect A Hanson

