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7.30pm at Commercial Club

Albur

Thirty members and guests met at the Commercial Club fof @peaker: Stuart )F/eichardson,
thoroughly enjoyable evening of historical interest set arouu.wanager Dams Goulburn
the theme of the beginning of WWII, it being 70 years almost f{¢/!
the day since the announcement of the outbreak of war V\ﬂftﬂ
Germany.

urray Water:
urray Dams and infrastruc-
ure. o

Joe Wooding launched proceedings with a review ofBibe
der Morning Mail of the first weeks of the war. Large blac QUESTION OF THE
headlines on the front page of the edition of 4 September stgted MONTH

A Wa r i s declared on Ger man.Whehand whkenetwereln

Railway Bridge over the Murray River was to be guarded by the the first residential es-
militia, taking over from the police. An additional 20 men werg {gtes constructed by th
needed to fulfill the necessary guard duties that included 'hﬂlbury-Wodonga Devel
Hume Dam and the Wirlinga Ammunition Dump. Volunteerf .

were asked to report to the Drill Hall if they were available for|g opment Corporation?

'S

16 day camp.
Subsequent issues of the paper contained some war news But INSIDE THIS ISSUE |

. . uestion of Month: Post Office

in less than a week the war had slipped to page 26.

The BMM of 9 September was a special Albury Show Editianf/lgﬁgtion Day §23§ 2
and the focus was very clearly on that event. Dan Morgan bushranger Page 4
Joe then invited two of our members, Patricia Strachan (nee Airoken Hill sedition trials Page 5
gel) and Geoff Hamilton, to tell a little of what they remem- fgggda' & corruption in Cg‘;’;Ce"G

bered. qf wartime in Albury. . Pyjama Girl Mystery Page 7
Patricia Strachan recalled how she came to be scanning |t8&ristmas Party notice ~Page 7

skies over Albury for aircraft from the top floor of the CML|Members activities Page 7
Albury Marching Girls 1961Page
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Building and later an observation deck at
Billsons Park.

Her ol der sister
jumped at the opportunity to join the Volun-
teer Air Observers Corps (VAOC). Her sister,
however, was also a good tennis player and
was vital to the chances of her team in the
Saturday afternoon pennant. Patricia was
6volunteered6 as a
Saturday afternoons, so had to learn the trade,
even though Latin homework was pressing.

The observation post was equipped with a
telephone to report sightings to HQ at Wan-
garatta and the walls were papered with air-
craft recognition posters.

Aircraft were few and far between, however
on one occasion when Patricia was on duty
with her sister a plane did appear. It was duly
reported to
is the Anson wi
have been expec
ing. o0

Patricia remem
bered another snij
pet: in 1942 the ne

w a s traihadcdepanet. a n e

r et@dgraph staffdoniurn um Bhis enmablesl Geof|

~ ALBURY: MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1980

Warmls Declared on Germany
Mr. Chamberlain Ma Makes Grave Decision

Telegrams were sent by Morse Code fron
the railway telegraph office after the troop
mado so

Geoff taught himself Morse Code and was
able to receive the information about num-
bers of passengers, quantity of freight on the
next train that was sent from the point of de;
parture without having to wait on the regular

to get a head start on preparations for the arr
val of trains into Albury.

Geoff also remembered the 4th Employ-
ment Company (made up of friendly aliens)
who camped at the Showgrounds ang
marched to work at the railway yards each
day. One he remembered was John Steir
beck, a Swiss nati of
interest in Boy Scouts.

a l

Wangar at t aSewemb otheramethbers ficAwributed. Jang a t
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INCORPORATED' |THE ‘ALBURY,

Shanahan remem-
bered men on bi-
cycles who rode
round the streets
to see everyone
was obeying the

——
GO WEST . .

AILY, NEWS (1 .‘Q.ssa),

}Albury Public |g- TEEST GoRMANY IGRORES BRITSH ULTIATIM R IATES ru!gs when theda+(r]I
antso | HIGH COMMAND.HIDS GRIM NENS FRON THE PEOPLE i raid siren sounaed. |
belng built. At the RUSSIA WARNS BRITAIN AND FRANCE TO KEEP "Jan Hunt e 0S
. . OUT OF CONFLICT )
time the infants wer ITALY MAY REMAIN NEUTRAL; AIR RAID SIRENS % | includes North
housed in an opel T ot Wi By s P e Albury during the
sided shed. It wa oot Bt b decared war on Gy - il war years. One
The momentous decision breaking a period fZIg:i:nbf 3

rumoured that Ge B e b aiocs v made i T 3 resident remem-

i Beitai's grim decision folowed the sence of Germany to the Briish ofimatun that the amason of — .
eral Macarthu E?‘:‘wr“tk-k'ég-;;:ﬁt i e | bered a po“ceman
wanted the brand arriving at the Al-
new building for his Headquarters. But he bury Golf Club on his motorcycle to say
reckoned without I nf amWad hasdrmieetnr aex,| aMjed D .

Pope, who wrote a blistering letter to the
General setting out the needs of her charges.
The Headquarters went elsewhere.

Geoff Hamilton was working at the Albury
Railway Station. He remembered troop trains
arriving from Sydney just after daybreak.
First the soldiers transferred their gear to the
train standing on the Victorian side of the
platform then lined up at the refreshment
rooms for a breakfast of sausages and eggs.
With breakfast finished they rushed the rail-
way telegraph office to send telegrams to
their families. The cost was 14 words for one
shilling and one penny for each extra word.
Private soldiers received 3 or 4 shillings a
day so telegrams were not cheap.
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Church, Canon Statham interrupted his ser
mon to announce that the war had begur)
During a mock atraid a flour bomb landed
in the backyard of a North Albury house.
Jan Marsden remembered the chaos df
queuing to be among the first 10 into thg
butcher shop to have some choice of meal.
This situation was rectified by the introduc-
tion of rationing.
Ron Haberfield remembered butter coupon
being glued to sheets of cardboard to preser
\[ [ d ¢

their otherwise fragile nature. The shortage o
petr ol meant Haber fi
to horsedrawn delivery carts. These were
made out of cutlown car and utility bodies.
Horses remained in use till the 1960s.

Eric Cosser remembered Italian Prisoners
of-War working on farms in the district. John
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Aircraft Recognition Book issued in 1942 for use by
Volunteer Air Observer Corps and other branches
of the service including Air Training Corps RAAF.

Craig was a child living in Sydney at the out-
break of war. He was evacuated with many
others to 6saferd

to his grandmother at Inverell for a time.
12 Squadron Air Training Corps RAAF

Chris McQuellin completed the evening
with a power point presentation on the Air
Training Corps in Albury 194@6 that
trained young men aged 16 to 18 for entry
into the RAAF. Of particular interest were
the Albury & district personalities who made
up the officers of the unit: Lester (Harley)
Davidson, Edgar Passant, Herbert Turnbull,
John Proust, Lyle Ferris, Arthur Dennison,
John Roach (Corowa), and Arthur Murphy
(Culcairn)

Chrisods excell ent
Squadron is in Albury Library. Copies are
available from the author at a cost of $25,
proceeds going to the current RAAF Cadet
unit.

Answer to question of the month

When did the Albury Post Office clock first
strike, and what hour did it strike?

This question proved to be a difficult one and it
was left to Joe Wooding to provide an answer:

Dr Andrews in his history of Albury, informs us
AiThe Town Cl ock, for

ar e g gly Mhold

b 0 oGemologist adsedsed 330 itetnd ob theyday OMs

t he

passing of the old year and many who gathered
to listen welcomed the new with a firm hope of
better times to come. o0

He doesndét actually
and the new 1880 or this was the first time the
clock had struck. The clock tower had been
completed several months earlier. Newspaper
reports in theAlbury Banner and Wodonga
Expresskept the public informed of events
leading up to New Year.

October 18 1879 The long looked for Post
Office clock had at length come to hand. It ar-
rived at Wodonga on Thursday. (Obviously by
rail.)

November 1 1879During the past week, Mr
Tornaghi, who contracted with the government
to supply and place in position, the Post Office
clock, had been busily engaged in getting the
said timepiece in order. The bell was rung in
the early part of the week, and to judge from
experiments made so far, the striking of the
clock should be heard distinctly for a long dis-
tance from town.

November 8 1879The clock at the Post Of-
fice has not yet settled down into regular hab-
its. For the first few days, there was a trifling
irregularity which might of course have been
anticipated, and which was rectified on the re-
turn of Mr Tornahgi from Melbourne. On
Thursday however, it went wrong again and
has not been g since a quarter to eleven on
& is CRstdtdd oY go fo:i'|
fourteen days but the striking portion of the
machinery will have to be wound up every ten
days. Mr Huguenin has been entrusted with
this task and is to receive 10 guineas for his
trouble.

T

History week 5 -13 September
Conducted in conjunction with
Albury Library -Museum

Eistory week began with an Antiques &

Collectables Valuation Day at the Library
Museum on Saturday 5 September. Elizabeth
Stevens, Antiqgue Dealer, Diamond Valuer &

Stevens is the propri g
with branches in Miranda and Bondi. One per-
son who brought in an heirloom bracelet re-
ceived a pleasant surprise when it was valued
in the tens of thousands.

June Shanahan organized the event and
Catherine & James Browne and Jan Marsden
gave valuable support.

Albury Library staff obligingly opened the
Library half and hour earlier than usual. Our
thanks for that assistance.
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CITY WALK
Theme: crime, scandal & corruption
Eighty people attended a walk on Sunday after-
noon, 13 September, to hear presentations by So-
ciety members. The walk began and finished at
the Albury LibraryMuseum, visiting the old Court
House and the old Town Hall.

Daniel morgan bushranger
Presentation by Rupert Paech

The Dan Morgan story would take hours to
cover, starting with a small timthief and ending
with a vicious killer. 1 will mention only a few
places along the Billabong oot far off: Wallen-
dule, Mahonga, Bulgandra, Walbundrie, Urangge
line, WallaWalla, Doodle Cooma Swamp, Copt
pabella and Round Hill. All were held up on
one or more occasions.

Urangeline (21 August 1863)

This was the time when Henry Baylis with
three other men attempted to corbborgan in

_ countryside at Walla Walla. The rocky outcrop sur-
mounts a hill on the Paech property.

two valuable horses saying heould not
bother them again. Only a few weeks later he
was back at Walbundrie, but whegminded of
his promises he dropped everything and left in a

: foul mood.
thick wooded country, only to have the tables Walla Walla
turned and to be shoti ms e I f . Mo r g a ngfeRmodl #ént§ claimed he was not bothered by
was also shot and his body found some Morgan because he lookedter the traveller and
years later. treated his men well. But, when the Stitt's took

Mahonga (18 March 1865) over the runMorgan declared they were not treat-
This was the place where Morgan had @ man g thejr workers well and threatenedpiat things
dance on a table. Robert Rand, thener was right. Another story that circulated in the Stitt fam-
forced to dance a jig while Dan applauded. When i \ya5 that Morgan waited for the men to leave)

Robert got tired hevas told to continue on at his then went to the homestead and took what hi
peril. When he left next morning Morgan took his jixed. Ellen Stitt, wife of the ownekicked Dan
usual clothes, gun and other articles from the 4 the Jeg, so he put her and the servants in the
station store. | have been in the room wire dairy block and locked the door. This story came
event was supposed to have happened many fom members of the family who had never beer
years ago; not a lot ahange in the room, no ta- to the statiorand wanted to know if there was a
ble there though. dairy block. As there is one, this piece of oral his]

Wallendule or Wallendool _ tory may have a ring of truth to it. The time of this
On Wednesday 5 Augu$B63 Morgan rode into visit was about BNovember 1863.

Mr Gil banks 6 up MraMcDanald H eround HaI @
and Mr Baldock near the edge of the station, One of the most infamous of Morgan's bad
then proceedetb the head station house where  jaaqs occurred at Round Hill station. OnJi@e

he bailed up Mr. Gilbanks. He took two horses, 1863, Samuel Watson, John McLean, Mr McNeil,
two guns,two saddles and other property value of 5 atje dealer, and John Heriot wesiting

z60. On leaving he relesagFatalletwnéhiDirfdrrived Wi wihted th

Bulgandra know where the grogvas. He then ordered dinner
Morgan turned up at Bulgandra woolshed on 3 54 ate it with his pistols beside him. A few glasse
November 1863, an outstatiof Mr. Gibson. All of gin then they all went outside where anothef

the men as well as Mr. Gibson were lined up next  ¢aven men were held. Morgan waisout to ride

to the woolshed. Mr. Gibson was robbed of his away when Watson commented, "those are stirruf

watch and f or cheqleforeachwr i § &g By stold e turned around and shot Wat-
of his employees. Nothing came of this as all son in the hand and began shooting indétc-

cheques were stoppéte next day. He was there tions. One shot hit Heriot in the leg, breaking it. Dar]
the next day before moving on. then came to hirand looked like killing him when

Walbundrie Watson pleaded for his life.

Only a few days later, Morgan held up Tho- Heriot was carriednto the house and McLean
mas Kidson and his brother at Walbundste- offered to get Dr Stitt from Walla Walla station.
tion. He destroyed some arms and again to0k e had not gone long when Dan decided to follo

him and caught him soon after. He accused him L
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Morganodés Lookout giving B6[0A



