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Thirty members of the Soci-

ety attended to the business of 

the AGM and heard Albury 

identity Horrie Polkinghorne 

speak about the history of 

roller skating in the Albury 

district.  

The office-bearers and com-

mittee were returned un-

changed except that Catherine 

Browne was elected to fill the 

vacancy left by the resigna-

tion of Helen Pithie who has 

left the district. 

The work of our Research 

Officer, Helen Livsey, was 

noted with great appreciation. 

Research fee revenue for the 

year amounted to $785. 

The Question of the Month 

attracted many answers draw-

ing on a variety of local histo-

ries and material from the 

Australian Dictionary of Bi-

ography-Online edition. 

Following the meeting, 

members were able to view 

the skating memorabilia that 

our speaker brought along. 

Memorabilia included skates 

dating from the  1800s, roller 

hockey stick and ball, and a 

jacket worn by Horrie when 

he played for the Australian 

veterans‟ team.  

*     *     * 
Answer to question of the 

month 

Who was Dan Morgan and 

who was the district squatter 

with whom he had a bitter feud? 
Several members brought an-

swers. An authoritative reference is 

John McQuilton, “Morgan Daniel 

(Dan) (c.1830-1865)” in Australian 

Dictionary of Biography Online 

Edition ANU; ISSN 1833 7538. 

Dan Morgan, the bushranger, 

terrorised the Riverina between 

1860 and 1865. He robbed and 

murdered to the extent that com-

merce suffered in the district. 

Hawkers, travellers and stock 

buyers were robbed at gun point, 

road gangs and station workers 

were assaulted. 

During a holdup at Round Hill 

Station near Culcairn in June 

1864, Morgan shot and wounded 
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two men and shot and killed a 

third as he rode for a doctor. 

Morgan occupied a lookout on a 

hill near Walla Walla. It is now 

a popular tourist attraction. 

Bitter enmity existed between 

Morgan and all the squatters in 

the district including Robert 

Rand of Mahonga, Thomas Gib-

son of Burrumbuttock, and Evan 

Evans and Edmond Bond of 

Whitfield in NE Victoria.  

After the Round Hill shoot-

ings, police intensified efforts to 

capture Morgan and a reward of 

₤1000 was offered. In separate 

confrontations Morgan shot and 

killed Police Sergeant Maginnity 

near Tumbarumba and Sergeant 

Smyth of Albury . 

Morgan‟s undoing was his de-

cision to return to Victoria to 

settle old scores with Evans and 

Bond. He held up Peechelba 

Station near Wangaratta, but 

word was got out by the nurse 

Alice Keenan, and an armed 

party was waiting for the outlaw 

next morning. Morgan was shot 

and mortally wounded just after 

dawn on 9 April 1865 as he 

went to saddle a horse. He was 

35 years of age. Criminal activi-

ties occupied all his adult life. 

Morgan was buried at Wanga-

ratta. 

A feature film, “Mad Dog 

Morgan” was screened at the 

Cannes Film Festival in 1976. It 

won the award for Best Western. 

*     *     * 

Roller skating in 

albury 

Talk by Horrie Polkinghorne. 

 

History of skates 

Skates in various forms have 

been around since the early 

1800s. The first in-line skates 

appeared in Belgium in 1820. 

They were used by ice skaters 

who wanted to skate when there 

was no ice. They also made wa-

ter skates in Belgium. They were 

made on a board like snow skis, 

but they were awkward to trans-

port because they were so long, 

so others were made 

that were pumped up 

with air to suit the 

skater‟s weight. They 

were more popular. 
The long skates 

come from Scotland 

and were used for 

skating on roads. The 

long wheel base handled the dirt 

road surfaces well enough for 

high speed to be achieved. In 

1880 an Australian won a world 

road skating championship in 

England reaching nearly 60 mph 

on those long road skates. Road 

skating declined as bicycles be-

came popular and skating be-

came confined to rinks. Skates 

changed to suit rink conditions. 

Early ones had four wooden 

wheels mounted on wooden 

soles that were strapped to shoes 

or boots. Later the soles were 

made of metal. 

Roller hockey skates are dif-

ferent again. The wheel base is 

shorter so the player is on four 

wheels all the time, not on heel 

or toe as in normal skates. I 

ground off the outer edges of my 

wheels, a bit like motor cycle 

tyres, to get greater freedom of 

movement. 

 
Learning to skate 

I was born in Albury in 1931 

and ran a saddlery business here 

for 50 years. I learned to roller 

skate when I was young. Our 

family lived in Smollett Street 

and I used to hear 

music coming from 

the skating rink. I 

didn't know where it 

was coming from 

until one day some-

one took me there 

and I saw people 

skating around and I 

thought: Oh my 

goodness, that is 

what I would like to 

do! 

When you watched 

people skating, they 

were smiling and 

were just floating 

along and that was 

really something nice to see. 

There was a guy skating back-

wards and within two weeks I 

was able to do that too; that was 

the passion I had for it. 

When I first learned to skate it 

was during the war years when 

the soldiers would come into the 

Palais on a Saturday night to the 

dance, some of them would be 

very intoxicated so I learnt to 

skate jumping over the drunken 

soldiers. Those days there were 

many more men than women 

skating. 
Albury rinks 

The first skating rink in Albury 

was in Smollett Street and was 

built about 1888. The second 

rink was the Federal Skating 

Rink built in 1890 on the corner 

of Kiewa and Stanley Streets. 

The third one was built in Kiewa 

Street where Blacklocks was 

situated. 

The fourth skating rink was at 

the old Showgrounds on the cor-

ner and Young and Guinea 

Streets which is now The Scots 

School. The fifth rink was be-

hind the Palais Royale dance 

hall. It was opened in 1937 and 

Road skate made in Scotland c.1880 used on dirt 

roads and capable of speeds in excess of  60kph 
H Polkinghorne collection 

Roller Hockey skate. Shorter wheelbase for better 

control especially if edges of wheels are ground off 
H Polkinghorne collection 
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extended and altered several 

times to include miniature wa-

terfalls and gardens. During the 

summer months, they extended 

the skating rink beyond the 

dance floor area; it was a mas-

sive concrete area. 

 
Albury Skating club 

The Skating Club was run by a 

committee for 35 years. When 

the Palais was sold and the rink 

closed in 1968, the committee 

started a new skating rink in 

1970 at the Albury Show-

grounds. It took the committee 

12 months to set up the rink be-

cause a new floor had to be put 

down. When we had 

our meeting each 

month we would take 

our skates along and 

after the meeting 

would all skate down 

to the Gloucester Ho-

tel on the corner of 

T o w n s e n d  a n d 

Smollett Streets just to 

keep us fit until our 

rink was finished. We 

had some hockey 

players visiting from 

Adelaide and one of 

them said, “What are 

you doing here? You 

should be in a bigger 

place.” 

We thought, “How 

can we afford a big-

ger place?” 

So that is when we 

looked at moving to the 

Village Centre on the cor-

ner of Crisp and Young 

Streets. When we went to the 

bank to get some money all the 

members went guarantee for 

about $500 each and we put the 

new floor down. In six months 

everything was paid for. and it 

was known as Village Skate-

land. We were there for 27 

years. My first wife, Norma, was 

the club treasurer for 40 years 

and my daughter Dianne was 

club secretary for 15 years  

Norma managed Skateland for 

25 years; she did all the clean-

ing, selling tickets and drinks 

etc. She did a fantastic job. 

 
Roller hockey 

I played team roller hockey for 

many years representing Albury. 

I have played in 30 Australian 

tournaments in capital cities 

around Australia. We had a lot 

of good players over the years 

but our team never won an Aus-

tralian title. 

When I was a boy, the Albury 

roller hockey team used to play 

all around the Riverina. We had 

a very loyal team; they stuck 

together and, nobody could beat 

them. 

I came up with the idea that we 

would select the captains out of 

the four best players and we 

would put four numbers in a box 

and each captain picked a num-

ber out. The captain who drew 

out number one had the first 

pick for his team and so on. To 

have a good team you all had to 

get on well with one another. so 

that happened for 50 years. 

We used to go to various cen-

tres teaching roller hockey: Bris-

bane, Newcastle, Wollongong, 

Sydney etc. We also taught at 

Mordialloc, a suburb of Mel-

bourne and they finished up 

beating us. Most teams that 

we taught did beat us. We felt 

that was good as we helped 

promote the sport and it 

seemed like a family affair. 

The first game of roller 

hockey was played in Austra-

lia in 1880's but it wasn‟t 

played competitively until 

1912. There was a lot of roller 

hockey played in Sydney. 

Incidentally, Charlie Chap-

lin was a great roller hockey 

player and skater and he 

thought more of skating and 

roller hockey than he did of 

clowning. My 1977 

Statesman Caprice, 

red in colour and fully 

restored, was made in 

the year that Charlie 

Chaplin died so I will 

always remember him. 

In Albury, roller 

hockey was always 

played at 9pm Satur-

day night which meant 

that the game was 

played while the other 

skaters were out hav-

ing their cup of coffee. 

Rules for hockey var-

ied between states. We 

were part of the Victo-

rian Association and 

played with a puck, a 

hard fibre disc about 5 

inches in diameter, and al-

lowed full body contact. 

NSW and Queensland 

played with a croquet type 

ball and didn‟t allow body 

contact. As you can imagine, 

this led to problems when we 

played NSW teams in carni-

vals. Before the match we had 

to agree on the rules. 

We were invited to play an 

exhibition match against the 

local team at the Goulburn 

Lilac Festival in 1956. When 

we went to Goulburn all they 

talked about was how much 

money they would back them-

selves to win. They never 

Albury Roller Hockey Premiers 1948 

L to R Back: Wally Phillips, Bob Davis, 

   Horrie Polkinghorne 

Front: Len Vogel and Bill Moffitt 
H Polkinghorne collection 
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talked about the rules. There was 

5000 people at the game. in the 

main street of Goulburn. When 

the game finally started they 

suddenly said we had to play the 

game their way. I held up the 

game until we came to an agree-

ment. 

We agreed to use the ball but 

contact was not banned, so when 

the game began again, and one 

of the Goulburn guys had the 

ball and kept turning his back on 

the other players, one of the Al-

bury players took him out. The 

Goulburn blokes said, “You 

mongrels! If that is how you 

want to play we‟ll show you.” 

They couldn't show us as we 

were „contact‟ men. The 

Woman's Day wrote up the story 

about how much the crowd   

enjoyed the game. 

It was on that trip a gentleman 

gave me two very old books 

about skating. He gave them to 

me because he said that I was a 

good skater and he thought I 

would treasure them which I do. 

Once I loaned them to the Aus-

tralian Federation of Roller 

Skating in Brisbane and did I 

have a job getting them back 

again. 

When a Queensland team 

came down to Albury to play 

against our team, we beat them. 

After they went back to Queen-

sland, apparently no one up 

there believed that the Albury 

team had beaten them. They 

wanted written confirmation 

from the Border Mail that the 

Albury team had won. 
 

Demise of the skating rink 

Several things led to the clo-

sure of Skateland. The popular-

ity of in-line skates and skate-

boards, and good concrete foot-

paths and other paved areas to 

skate on for free, and the skate 

park in David Street took young 

people especially away from the 

rink. It became hard to get com-

mittee members and to pay the 

rent, so Skateland closed in the 

late 1990s.  
Transcribed by June Shanahan 
Edited by Doug Hunter 

*     *     * 

American fever Australian 

gold: American and Canadian 

involvement in Australia’s Gold 

Rush. 

This publication is now avail-

able on CD from co-author 

Christine Wild 3 Fadden Court 

Wodonga 3690 at a cost of $40 

plus $2 postage. 

Included among the North 

Americans who came to the dis-

trict are William  Brickell and 

Adam Kidd. They were both 

born in Ohio USA and arrived in 

Albury in 1852.  They had a 

general store in Townsend 

Street; ran the Exchange Hotel 

for a time; operated the punt 

over the river, and built the first 

Union Bridge in 1861. 
*     *     * 

Opening times and admission charges for a skating rink at Albury. 

Pamphlet undated and no address for the rink. Can anyone provide  a 

date, or information about the rink and the persons named?  
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Tailoresses in albury 

 

In our report on tailors in Al-

bury, we listed only men. There 

were ladies who, while they  

didn‟t conduct their own busi-

nesses, did work as tailoresses. 

Patricia Strachan says her   

father‟s aunt Miss Susan Rake 

worked as a tailoress in Mate‟s 

Tailoring Department for many 

years. Patricia says, “ I remem-

ber when I was about 7, I 

wanted a pair of bib and brace 

overalls for my boy doll. Mother 

got Auntie Susie to draft a pat-

tern for them. The resulting 

overalls were perfect.” 

Mrs Elizabeth Passant worked 

with Edgar Roberts, Tailor, of 

Temple Court Dean Street in 

1926 not long after emigrating 

from Wales with her husband 

and his family. 

Do people know of other    

tailoresses we can add to our 

fund of knowledge? 
*     *     * 

 

Reading block 19 

bonegilla 

The Society has been fortunate 

to obtain a generous grant of 

$2000 to produce a Guide for 

teachers conducting secondary 

school visits to the Bonegilla 

Migrant Experience Heritage 

Park. Our application was 

strongly supported by the 

Wodonga Historical Society. Dr 

Bruce Pennay is to carry out the 

work and the Guide is to be 

posted on several local websites 

from where teachers will be able 

to download it. 

We hope the Guide will en-

courage schools from as far 

afield as Melbourne to visit the 

Heritage Park and to obtain 

maximum benefit from the ex-

perience. 

*     *     * 

 
Nsw police in the 

bushranging era 

Australian Heritage,  Winter 

2008 issue, carries an article 

pertinent to our discussion on 

Dan Morgan. The discovery of 

gold, the rapid increase in popu-

lation and the rise of bushrang-

ing gangs in the 1850s brought 

about a reorganization of the 

NSW Police under the control of 

I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l  J o h n 

McLerie. 

The force was modelled on the 

Irish Constabulary with the State 

divided into police districts. Al-

bury was one. Mounted police 

predominated in the regional 

districts. 

Police received better weap-

ons. The muzzle-loading pistol 

was replaced by the Colt six-

shot revolver and the muzzle-

loading carbine was replaced by 

a breech-loading model. Each 

policeman was issued with 20 

rounds of ammunition and had 

to account for each shot fired. A 

sword and handcuffs completed 

his equipment. 

By 1866, the „bushranging 

war‟ in NSW was largely won. 

“Flash” John Gilbert, Ben Hall, 

“Mad Dog” Morgan and Thun-

derbolt  had been shot and killed 
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and Frank “Darkie” Gardiner 

had fled overseas. Police num-

bers, organization and equip-

ment had established secure and 

safe conditions for commerce, 

transport and colonial life gener-

ally.  

*     *     * 
Awm photographic 

Collection 

The Australian War Memorial 

(AWM) is embarking on an am-

bitious project to obtain an origi-

nal photograph of each of the 

102,000 names on the memorial 

tablets around the Pool of Re-

membrance. Details are avail-

able on the AWM website or see 

Doug Hunter or Chris McQuel-

lin if you have a photograph. 
 

Are you interested in 

researching? 

Are you interested in doing 

some research, but can‟t decide 

on a topic, or are unsure how 

you might begin? Here is a list 

of  projects waiting for someone 

to apply a bit of close scrutiny:  

 The Biscuit Factory;  

 stock & station agents;  

 tanneries;  

 soap making;  

 Viscount Holdings 

(Albury‟s first publi-

cally listed company);  

 Albury Hospital (150th 

anniversary in 2010); 

 Albury & District His-

torical Society (50th  

anniversary in 2010). 

You might, of course, have a 

topic already chosen. 

Helen Livsey is happy to give 

some leads in how to research 

the topic. You would be wel-

come to report on „Research in 

Progress‟ at our monthly meet-

ings. Final work can be pub-

lished as an A&DHS Paper us-

ing our ISSN. 

Getting started is the important 

thing and the Society has experi-

enced people happy to help you 

do so. 

 
*     *     * 

 

 

Quiz: looking up and down 

dean Street between 

Kiewa & David. 

1. Where is the Kiwi with the 

key? 

2. Which clocks have no nu-

merals? 

3. Where does it say “Peace 

Loan 1919”? 

4. How many flag poles be-

tween Kiewa & Olive 

Streets? 

5. Where are the two snakes? 

6. Where are the terra cotta 

chimney pots? How many 

are there? 

7. Where is “The Block” 

written? 

8. Where is the „Chief Town 

Planner 1985-1992‟ re-

membered? 

9. Where does it say 

“Established 1850”? 

10.Who are the three families 

with buildings named after 

them? 

Bonus Question: 

Where is the headless     

kangaroo? 
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