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8pm Wed. March 8 

Commercial Club, 
Dean St, Albury. 

GUEST SPEAKERS: 
June Shanahan will con
clude her history of ABC 
Radio in Albury, & l1!1:._ 

Wooding will speak about 
Electricity in Albury. 

I 'QUESTlON for MAROi: I 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES; 
Do you have an old or unique 
electrical appliance? If so, 
please bring it to display at our 
March Meeting. 

days of Albury especially in 
South Albury . 

Brennan brought a brick 
from her house to illustrate her 
comments, noting the high mica 
content in Albury bricks. (See 
article on early brick makers later 
in the Bulletin). 

Gerry Curtis, a foundation mem
ber of the A&DHS, has long been 
interested in Albury's buildings, 
institutional, commercial and res
idential. The slide show format 
has been developed over many 
years, beginning with slides taken 
by Mary Thurling with Gerry 
providing the commentary. Over 
the years more photos of now de
molished buildings have been 
found and slides adde~ and re

~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ search has enhanced the com-

•

F!IIIIU_TU_RE_EVE_N_TS ___ .. 1 mentary. = _ The presentation now consists 
1214106 April meeting of of 80 excellent quality slides, and 

A&DHS. takes a little over an hour. Gerry, 
r

2
-
8
-'-3'-06-S-1-S--T--da----...,1 with the able assistance of Keith 

• . pm ues y, 
A&DHS Committee Meeting, at Frauen/elder, has made the 
Albwy City Library. presentation on numerous occa-

~===::;;;;::;:;;;:::;::;:;:::;;::;;::~I sions to a wide variety of groups. 
(8/2/06) REPORT ON THE The slides engender interest from 

FEBRUARY MEETING: long-time residents who remem

The passing of a life- member 
of the Society, Mrs Olive 

Odewahn, was noted. An edited 
version of her obituary is in this 
Bulletin. 

The Question o/the Month about 
early brick makers in Albury 

attracted interest. The 
industry was an import

ant one in the early 

ber the buildings, and more re
cent arrivals who are keen to see 
how Albury city once looked. 

Shanahan is preparing a full 
transcript of the commentary so, 
in conjunction with the slides, the 
whole presentation can be recor
ded on DVD. Anyone with skills 
in that field would be welcome to 
advise' help in getting this done. 

Illustration 1.: Albury Council Building 
Foundation Stone. 

These give some idea of the var
ied and interesting slides 
shown; 
•• Albury Rural School, 

Olive Street, built 1861 and still 
used by the Public School; •• 
Burrows first Flour Mill, stood 
in Wodonga Place, c.I880. De
molished about 1912 and rebuilt 
in Young Street (now Bunge). 
•• The Base Hospital occu
pied the site till it in turn was de
molished c.1988 making way for 
medium-density housing; •• 
Mechanics' Institute, Dean 
Street. Designed by Gordon & 
Gordon Architects and built in.3 
stages in 1880s. Later became 
the Plaza Theatre and Albury 
Library until demolished in early 
1960s to make way for QEII 
Square. •• Abikhair Bui/ding, 
Cor Olive and Swift Streets, 
1912. The building is still in use 
as retail premises and has been 
little altered except for verandahs 
being replaced by cantilever awn
ings. •• Union Bank, Cm 
Dean and Olive Streets, 
c,I907, Edwardian brick 
building now 
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11l1L~tratlOn 2.: Foundation Stone. Old 
Town Hall Albury. 

A&R Bookshop and Readings 
Cafe. •• Grandstand at Al
bury Sportsground, 1916, 
Smollett Street adjacent to city 
baths. Designed by Council en
gineer George Reid. and built by 
Jack Cochrane . •• Lutheran 
Church Manse, Cnr Guinea & 
Macauley Streets, Edwardian 
style: narrow windows, two ver
andahs and rather complicated 
roof. From 1915 on, Edwardian 
gave way to the Californian Bun
galow style. 

j • 
. . 

A letter appeared in the Border 
Mail on 20 JaDuary 2006, put
ting forward the theory that the 
river at Towong in the Upper 
Murray was named after an un
known explorer named Thomas 
Mu"ay. This occurred prior to 
either Hume, or Sturt, attaching 
names to the lower reaches of the 
river, and resulted in Upper Mur
ray pioneers calling the river, 
"the M""ay". 

The orthodox view is that the 
river was named in 1830 by 
Charles Sturt in honour of the 
British Colonial Secretary, Gen
eral Sir George M""ay GCB PC. 
Perhaps it is a case of extraordin-
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ary coincidence. At Towong, 
Murray after Thomas Murray; a 
little lower down, Hume after 
Hamilton Hume's father; then 
much further down Murray again 
after Sir George. 

[One of our members might be 
able to research Thomas Murray 
and tell us something about him 
and his claim to the great river]. 

Olive Rose Odewahn 
1013/1914 -17/112006. 

Olive Odewahn was the fourth 
child of John Ernest & Elizabeth 
May Jelbart. She grew up at 
"Stony Park West" Burrumbut
tock where her parents raised 
Hereford cattle & Polwarth 
sheep. She attended Hovell 
School & "Rosehill" Girls 
School, Albury. 

In 1936 she began nursing train
ing in Sydney, but after six 
months had to return to help on 
the farm. She married Hubert 
(Rube) Odewahn in 1938 & lived 
at "Braefield" on the Walla - Bur
rumbuttock road. In 1945, Olive 
& Hube with their four children, 
Roma, Keith, Jenifer & Alan 
moved to Walla Walla Electri
city supply at Walla Walla was 
unreliable so the family still re-
lied on a kerosene fridge & flat 
irons. There was no hot water 
service. 

The family moved into a new 
house ''Dallaroo'' in 1948, but 
were without electricity for an
other 5 years. A third daughter 
Valerie was born at "Dallaroo". 
Olive was involved with Walla 
Walla Red Cross, the Public 
School Parents & Citizens, the 
Girl Guides, the hall committee, 
the Methodist Ladies' Church 
Aid, the swimming pool & the 
football club auxiliary. She 
played golf & later, bowls, & was 
a keen self-educator & gardener. 
She was a foundation member of 
the Walla Walla Branch of the 
Country Women's Association 

(CW A) & held branch executive 
positions. She continued her in
volvement with CW A when she 
& Hube moved to Albury in 
1969. 

She was immediat~ly given re
sponsibility for the Meals on 
Wheels rosters. During the build
ing of the Albury City Council 
Offices in Kiewa Street, the 
CW A building, in need of main
tenance, was under threat of de
molition. Olive, then President, 
recognised the need for help from 
a younger male element & negoti
ated the formation ofthe CW A
Apex Hall Management Commit
tee. This move secured the hall's 
future & in 2006 the Committee 
continues its management role. 
Olive's work was recognised with 
the Diamond Jubilee Award for 
Murray Group CW A in 1982, & 
the 50 year service medallion in 
1999. 

Also in Albury, Olive took an 
active interest in the Wesley Op 
Shop, served on the Meals on 
Wheels commiUee, supported 
Hube in his Rotary Club activities 
& was a paid up Life Member of 
the Albury & District Historical 
Society. She passed away at 
Marianella Nursing Home & was 
buried with her husband of 65 
years at Walla Walla She is sur
vived by 4 of her children, 11 
grandchildren, 7 great-grandchil
dren, sister Mabel Griffiths of 
Coleambally & brother Tom Jel-
bart of Albury. * 

I D answer to Question of the 
Month for February, the fol-

10wiDg names of Brick Makers 
were mentioned & some detail 
giveD: WalkerdeD, Ernie 
Sharp, GulsoD, Miller & Flynn, 
Mates & Logans. 

Editor. Michael J KataJinic. Ph.02 6025 9347 michae1jkataJinic@yahoo.com.au 
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L uke Gulson was the propriet
or of Albury Pottery 1864-

1888. Works were located in 
South Albury (possibly Town
send Street), & they made butter 
coolers, cheese pots, stone pre
serving jars, bread & milk pans & 
ornamental vases. [A&DHS Bul
letin 303]. 

Jack Winnel says Gulson also 
made terracotta garden edging & 
bricks with his name on them. 
Maurice Gulson says he has a 
brick with the name "Gulson" 
moulded into it. 

Stewart Logan's work as a builder 
was being hampered by lack of 
bricks, so in 1907 he set up a 
brick works in Tribune Street 
near the railway line. This is now 
the site of Scots School dam. In 
1928 Logan moved his works to 
the northern end of David Street, 
backing onto the Bungam
brawatha Creek. [Bulletin 231]. 
These works are thought to have 
closed before 1940. 

E W (Ernie) Sharp's brick works 
were located on several sites, the 
last being bounded by Kiewa, 
Atkins, Olive & Nurigong 
Streets. Sharp established his 
brick works in 1907 the same 
year he built the Albury Town 
Hall in Dean Street, (now the Art 
Gallery). Jack Winnel recounted 
how Ernie Sharp was both a 
builder & brick-maker & a keen 
bidder at auctions. On one occa
sion he could not resist bidding 
for a pile of second-hand bricks 
when Ryan's Hotel was being de
molished. 

A dditional names & dates were 
added by Helen Livsey from 

a list compiled by Dan Murray 
(dec) & Eric Plummer, & from 
other research: 
~~Joseph Daverson [1860], 
~~William Kinton Smith [1868-
71], ~~John Smith [1881-99], 
~~James & William Smith 
[1901], ~~James Collins [1870], 
~~Stevens & Kyle [1883], 

Produced With software by the Opell 
Source COllllllunity " Suse 1 0.0 LIIlUX .. 

~~Thomas Plummer, ~~Rose, 
~~George Grass [1899-1947], 
~~George Eames, ~~Simon 
Mansfield [1899-1938], 
~~Joseph Mansfield [1913], 
~~Daniel Watson (1906), ~~S 
O'Shaughnessy & ~~Pearsall. 

Stevens & Kyle built the Albury 
Railway Station in 1880 possibly 
using bricks from their own yard. 

Walkerden Bros established their 
brick making business in 1921 & 
had works at Albury, Wodonga & 
Holbrook in 1938. 

The raw material for bricks is, 
of course clay, & this was 

found in large quantities in South 
Albury, East Albury towards 
Doctor's Point, 
& to a lesser extent North Albury. 

Brick making began as early as 
1860 at the southern end of 
Townsend Street. During the 
next 80 years millions of bricks 
were produced (3.5 million in 
1938 alone), but large areas of 
South Albury were degraded. 
Whole street blocks were turned 
into deep lagoons when the clay 
was extracted. 

The Wangaratta Brick Works was 
established in 1902 by J W & G 
W Ferguson. Bricks were made 
by hand till 1908 when the two 
men patented a machine that 
made 1000 bricks an hour. The 
machine was still in service in 
1938. ["The Official Historical 
& Pictorial Record of Albury & 
Border Districts" published by H 
C Mott, Albury, 1938]. 

After WW2, brick making in Al
bury moved north. Tom Pears
aU established a brick works in 
Union Road West. In 1972, he 
moved that plant to Jindera. He 
sold the Jindera works to Boral 
Bricks Pty Ltd who are now the 
only brick maker in the Albury 
district (producing 30 million 
bricks a year). 

CIIlInIJl ... Jt ct. ft 
DaYm'l cllna 

by Doug Hunter; 

St David's Church located on 
the corner o/Wilson & Olive 
Streets Albury was officially 
opened 100 years ago this month. 

The laying of the foundation 
stone on 14 June 1905 was a 
vice-regal occasion. The stone 
was laid by John Ross Esq JP, of 
"Kinross", in the presence of the 
Governor General of Australia Rt 
Hon. Henry Stafford, Baron 
Northcote KCMG KGCI CB; the 
Governor ofNSW Sir Henry 
Holdsworth Rawson RN KCB; 
the Premier ofNSW Rt Hon. 
Joseph Hector Carruthers; to
gether with Moderators of the . 
Presbyterian Church of Austraha, 
NSW & Wagga Wagga Presby
tery, Rt Rev David Bruce, Rt Rev 
A McKinlay & Rev A Mc Clinch
ie respectively. 

The building was designed by 
Melbourne architects Campbell 
& Kernot, & was constructed in 
ten months by Albury builders, 
Frew & Logan, at a cost of £ 
2157. In contrast to the founda
tion stone laying, the official 
opening on Wednesday 7 March 
1906 was an event for clergy & 
parishioners. 

The "Border Morning Mail" of 
Thursday 8 March 1906, gave a 
full account of the opening. Min
isters & church dignitaries 
gathered in the School Hall next 
door before walking in two 
groups to the new building. One 
group assembled at the south 
door, the other at the north or 
tower door. At 3 pm the church 
bell rang & the choir (standing 
near the north door), sang the 
Doxology. Keys were presented 
to the Session Clerk, Mr Peter 
Bell Munro, & to Mr Alexander 
Hill. The Moderator of the 
Wagga Wagga Presbytery, Rev A 
McClinchie, formally asked for 
admittance whereupon the doors 

1 
Albury & District llistorical Society Inc.. PO Box 822, AlBURY, NSW, 2640·1 

BUUEIlN 455, March ZOO6 .Page 3. 



<-<:-<: 
were thrown open. 

The ministers entered & pro
ceeded to the vestry, followed by 
the public who oCcupied ev~ry 
available inch (centimeter) of 
space. The 300 seats were filled 
as were chairs placed in the aisles 
& still many had to stand. 

Mr F Heath presided at the or
gan throughout the service that 
followed. 

On 28 November 1919, a vice
regal presence did return to St 
David's in the person of the Gov
ernor-General Sir Ronald Munro
Ferguson GCMG, who was in at
tendance for tI1he dedication of 
the obelisk in front of the church 
that commemorates the dead of 
WWI. 

There is a very full description 
of the building contained in the 
BMM of Monday 5 March 1906. 

* [The president (Doug) thanked 
all who hod participated and 
then closed of the meeting]. * 
I DONAl1QtI6 tofleA&DHS I . 
• ROTARY <J.UB OF WEST AL

BURY BOOKLET - A BriefHisWry of 
the First 35 Years.. 

• INTERV1EW OF JOHN (JACK) WJN
NEL. Recorded by Jan Hunter. 

• GREEK OL YMPIC FESTIVAL BALL 
RECORD, Celebrating 60 Years Al
burylW odonga. 

JOURNEYING THROUGH 
THE JOURNALS -by Joh" Craig 

A compilation to help members 
find items of interest. These 

journals can be viewed at the Al-
bury City Library - History Re
sources Room: 

ANCES-TREE: Journal Bwwood & 
District F.H.G., November 2005. 
L Gennan Migrant Ships to Eastern 
Australia, Part 9 "Helene" 1853. 

ARGYLE BULLETIN: Goulburn H S 
& F H S Journal, November 2005 
L. The "Cats" Tale: A Graphic 
Description Of The "Lash". 

HERITAGE: NSW Heritage Office 
Magazine. Swnmer 2005/06. 

L "Off The Radar", Women in Defence 
of their Country. 
b Mining; the Evidence ofWollon
gong's Coal Industry. 

HILLS HERITAGE NEWS: HILLS 
DISTRICT HISTORICAl" SOCIETY, 
November 2005. 
L Lieutenant Colonel George Johnson 
OfNSW Corps. 

INHERIT: Heritage Victoria Magazine. 
December 2005. 
L Bethanga Bridge, Talgamo Road, 
Bellhridge added to the Victorian Herit
age Register. 

MUSTER: Central Coast (Gosford) 
Family History Society Journal, 
December 2005. 

.L. Hawkesbury River Bridge. Seen by 
Mathew Cunningham in 1888. 

UNIVERSITY OF 1lIE THIRD AGE 
MAl AlburylWodonga Newsletter: 

December 2005 
L Course Brochure For 2006. 
Semester 1 & 2. 

WAGGA WAGGA DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY Newsletter, 
Dec 20051 Jan 2006. 
.L. Wagga Wagga Fire Brigade Station 

1880. * 
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