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The November meeting, falling as it did the day prior to Re-

membrance Day, featured a military theme. But the well at-

tended meeting were surprised at just how varied the presenta-

tions proved to be. 

Joe Wooding spoke of the history of the captured German and 

Turkish guns that had been allocated to Albury following the 

Great War. Michael Browne told of a family member who had 

enlisted in the AIF in 1916 but had died of disease at Liverpool 

prior to departure for overseas. 

Chris McQuellin spoke on his search for the grave of Gunner 

Bernard Gowing of Albury who was killed in action against the 

Boers in the South African War, and Mary Anderson told of her 

experience of attending the dedication of the new War Cemetery 

at Fromelles in Northern France where a family member Private 

Norman Brumm of Albury has been buried. 
Digital story telling 

TAFE teacher Hana Patel introduced the meeting to the concept 

of Digital Storytelling, a one year course she runs at Albury 

TAFE. The course aims to teach participants how to create a 3-5 

minute movie that tells their story. The course commitment is 

one morning a week for the academic year. A level of comput-

ing skill is needed. Hana may be contacted on 02 6058 2967. 

The Society thanks Mr Phil Wilkins of Phil Wilkins Building De-

sign Pty Ltd for his generous donation of $220 to replace the 

globe of our Data Projector. Mr Wilkins recently gave of his time 

and expertise to help locate the site of Robert Brown’s Hut at 

Hovell Tree Park. Many thanks Phil. 
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Albury trophy guns: 

how we got them and what happenied to 

them. 

By Joe Wooding 

At the end of WWI, hundreds of guns captured 

by Australian troops were brought back to Aus-
tralia and offered to towns across the nation as 

symbols of their men‟s exploits. The municipality 

of Albury made a bold bid for “4 big guns suit-
able for mounting on the base of the proposed 

Soldiers‟ Memorial” and strengthened its bid by 

including Lavington even though the village was 

located in Hume 
Shire. 

The municipal 

council entered into 
an agreement ac-

cepting the trophy 

and agreeing to 
conditions for dis-

play, maintenance, 

formal takeover 

and sundry ex-
penses. A copy of 

the agreement has 

been obtained from 
the Australian War 

Memorial. It was 

signed by the 
Mayor, the Town 

Clerk and two al-

dermen, one being 

J A Brian ex 7137 
13th Bty AIF.  

The trophies allotted to Albury (including the 

village of Lavington) were: 
77mm gun No 12556 captured 18.9.18 by 3rd Bn 

105mm howitzer No 1086 captured by ALH 

Light machine guns Nos 9971 and 2530 

Light trench mortar No 23538 
The subsequent history of the trophies is traced 

through the newspapers. 

 Albury Banner  22 April, 1921, “During Anzac 
Day the captured German howitzer will be on 

view in Dean Square. It is the largest and most 

interesting trophy which has so far come to the 
town. The gun bears the name of the German 

munitions' firm of Krupp.” And on 29 April, 

“Anzac Day Service & distribution of War 

Medals. An object of much interest was the cap-
tured German howitzer presented to the town. 

This was placed in position in the front portion 

of the square.” 
 Border Morning Mail 12 May 1924, Report of 

meeting of War Memorial Committee was very 

lengthy, it included a proposal to floodlight the 

column and on the foundations, several heavy 
guns could be placed, if thought advisable. 

 Border Morning Mail 21 May 1925, “Albury 

Municipal Council meeting report. Mr J E Fel-

lowes said that some time ago, it was decided 
that 3 guns presented by the Defence Depart-

ment should be placed at the base of the Memo-

rial when that structure was completed. As Me-
morial is now completed, he was seeking in-

structions as to these guns. Painting the guns 

was also an issue. Resolved that the curator con-
sult the Returned Soldiers League.” 

 Border Morning Mail 4 June, “Albury Munici-

pal Council report re 

guns at Memorial. Mr 
Fellowes sought in-

structions as to the 

fixing method Coun-
cil would adopt, se-

curing the trail and 

wheels to concrete 
blocks or putting 

down concrete plat-

forms.” At a subse-

quent meeting, 18 
June, Council voted 

the sum of ₤25 to 

provide for concrete 

platforms; however: 
 Border Morning 

Mail 23 June, 

“Another View of the 
German Guns. It is a 

curious fact that Al-

bury's War Memorial 

should be defended by two guns taken from our 
enemies during the World War and now are 

placed in a defensive position by the very Me-

morial which is supposed to keep alive the 
memory of the way our men fought against 

these guns.” 

 Border Morning Mail 2 July “Council received 
a letter from R.S.S.I.L.A. requesting the guns 

presently at the War Memorial be moved to the 

Botanic Gardens or some other park.” 

 Border Morning Mail 16 July, “Council re-
solved that guns from Monument Hill be placed 

near the water tank pending consideration of the 

curator's report to be made re beautification of 
the approach to the Memorial.” 

 Albury Banner 9 April 1937, “Albury Memorial 

Guns Destroyed. Information was received by 

Mr A A Ropers, President of the RSL, that two 
German Field Guns, allocated to Albury after 

the war had disappeared. When the Memorial 

was erected on Western Hill, it was flanked by 
these guns, which were Council property. Ob-

jections were expressed in some quarters to the 

presence of these guns and it was decided to 

Recovered guns being loaded onto a truck at the site of the Al-

bury Drill Hall in December 2005 prior to being taken to Bandi-

ana for temporary storage. The guns were allotted to Albury in 

1921 following the end of the Great War 1914-18 and were bur-

ied at the Drill Hall site in 1937. 
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remove them and placed in the custody of the 
military authorities and placed in grounds at-

tached to the Drill Hall. Some time ago, one gun 

mysteriously disappeared (Mortar) and as the 

others were getting into disrepair, somebody 
decided they should be broken up. This was 

duly done and parts were buried in the Drill 

grounds. Mr Ropers intended making a full en-
quiry into the matter.” 

 Border Morning Mail 22 April, “Guns Buried 

and Will Not Be Reclaimed. Open Council con-
sidered a Works Committee report and consid-

ered restoration was inadvisable.” Sydney Morn-

ing Herald - 23 & 26 April carried similar re-

ports in relation to the guns. 
The remains of two artillery pieces were dug up 

during excavations at the former Albury Drill 

Hall site in Victoria Street on 24 November 2005.  
They were in poor condition consistent with hav-

ing been buried for many years. 

 Border Mail 13 December 2005 carried a report 
and photos of Doug Hunter and David McGrath 

with the recovered relics before they were 

moved to 8/13 VMR Museum at Bandiana 

while a decision was made on their future. 
While the howitzer was on display in Dean 

Square from 1921, it is not known if the other two 

guns were displayed there also, or when they 
were taken to the Monument. With just 5 days 

between the AMC voting ₤25 for concrete plat-

forms and then ordering their removal, permanent 

mounting at that venue is most unlikely. 
The fate of the two Machine Guns, if and where 

they might have been publicly displayed remains 

a mystery. 
Prior to WWII, some weapons were collected 

from memorial halls, town halls and clubs 

throughout NSW. They were modified to 
fire .303 inch ammunition and issued to militia 

units. There is no evidence the Albury MGs were 

included in this program. 

At the present time, the two artillery pieces re-
main at Bandiana awaiting a Council decision. 

 
Albury soldier identified and buried at 

the fromelles war cemetery 

By Mary Anderson 

What I am here for today is to talk about my 
family member and my visit to France in July this 

year, for the Dedication Ceremony for the new 

military cemetery in Fromelles. 
 

BACKGROUND 

Michael Brumm and his wife and baby daughter 
migrated to Australia from Germany in 1852 to 

escape the oppressive Prussian regime of the 

time. The family settled in Albury on 81 acres 

located on East Albury hill. They had two daugh-
ters and one son. Two of their daughters married 

men from the Selle family and their son Mi-
chael married Mary Saunders Ogilvie-Lee. Mi-

chael and Mary had six children two of whom 

enlisted in the AIF. 

The eldest, Arthur, served at both Gallipoli 
and in France before returning to Australia in 

1919. He never married and died in 1930. 

 
NORMAN BRUMM  

Their youngest son Norman Leslie enlisted in 

the AIF and sailed for overseas in November 
1915 with reinforcements to the 29th Infantry 

Battalion. He arrived on the Western Front in 

Northern France on 23 June 1916. Less than 

one month later he was dead. 
Norman was one of 2,500 Australian soldiers 

killed in a 24 hour period during the battle of 

Fromelles, 19 & 20 July 1916. 
Many of the dead were in trenches recaptured 

by the Germans or in no-man's-land and could 

not be recovered for burial by their own side. 
In the days following the battle, the German 

troops, in the interests of their own health and 

well-being, gathered up the bodies, and buried 

them in a series of mass graves behind the 
lines. They removed the soldiers‟ identity discs 

and forwarded them some months later to the 

Red Cross. The Red Cross advised the allied 
authorities who in turn notified next-of-kin that 

their loved ones were dead. 

In the case of Norman Brumm, his family 

was advised first in August 1916 that he was 
wounded, then in November 1916 that he was 

wounded and missing (thus possibly a prisoner

-of-war). It was not until January 1917 that the 
family was informed that he was officially 

listed as Killed in Action 19 July 1916. 

The allied authorities made a decision in 
1922 not to attempt to locate the sites of burials 

of those soldiers known to be killed in battle 

and interred by the German forces. This was 

partly owing to the expense involved, and 
partly to allow the citizens of the area to get on 

with re-establishing their farming community. 

An Australian school teacher, Greek born 
Lambis Englezos was instrumental in pushing 

for the remains of these "missing" soldiers to 

be located and recognised. 
After many years and much expense, he was 

able to convince the powers-that-be that there 

was enough evidence of a mass grave in Pheas-

ants Wood near the township of Fromelles. 
The grave held the remains of approx 250 

British & Australian soldiers. It was under-

stood from records of those missing, that 191 
of these could be Australians. Then began the 

task of identifying individual remains. This 
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was done through contact with descendants of the 
soldier wherever possible and matching of DNA. 

By September 2010, 96 had been named. 

The bodies were given individual military fu-

nerals and were reinterred in the newly made Fro-
melles Cemetery in January/February 2010. This 

cemetery is located in the township of Fromelles 

just metres away from the original site of the 
mass graves. The land was donated for the pur-

pose by the widow who owns the farm on which 

the remains were discovered. 

 
DEDICATION 

I was honoured to attend the Dedication of the 

Fromelles Cemetery on 19 July 2010, the 94th 
anniversary of the battle. It was attended by 

Prince Charles and his wife the Duchess of Corn-

wall, our Governor General, Ms Quentin Bryce, 
Mr Lambis Englezos, a whole raft of military per-

sonnel and invited descendants of those soldiers 

who had been identified. During the ceremony 

the last body of an unknown soldier was buried. 
Monday 19 July was a typical summer's day in 

France, warm, clear and sunny. Together with 

many other Australians I was taken by coach 
from the city of Lille through the French country-

side to the small town of Fromelles. 

As we alighted from our buses to walk down the 
main street past the church to the new cemetery 

site, we were honoured by a French Military 

Guard of Honour. The short walk was very mov-

ing. The town was decorated as a public acknowl-
edgement of the Australian sacrifice made so long 

ago. The school is named "The Cobbers‟ School" 

and the town is also the location of the "Don't 
Forget Me Cobber" statue. 

The cemetery itself was looking fresh and well 

tended, with flowers planted and flourishing 
among the neat rows of headstones. So many peo-

ple; so many speeches in French (lost on me, my 

French is very limited) and English; so many dig-

nitaries and so much emotion. 
After the official dedication and final burial we 

attended a reception where we were able to so-

cialise and talk with many of the key players in 
this whole experience, including Lambis Engle-

zos and the lady who donated the land. I was also 

able to have a word with the Duchess of Corn-
wall, Camilla, whom I found to be warm and 

friendly to all. Descendants of the identified sol-

diers were then invited back to the cemetery for 

individual services at each grave. 
I found the whole experience a bit overwhelm-

ing, it was all so emotional and deeply touching. I 

felt very aware that these young men knew they 
were finally being recognised and honoured and 

could now rest. And their families can now also 

put to rest any unresolved issues about the final 
resting place of their loved ones. Just sitting on 

the lawn in front of the headstone contemplating 

the past, present and future is an experience I will 

never forget. 
I am thankful to Chris McQuellin who encour-

aged me to go to France for this when I was still 

undecided. Without a bit of pushing I could have 
missed out on this once only experience. 
 

‘A’ BAttery royAl AustrAliAn Artillery 

an Albury & Vryburg Connection. 

By Chris McQuellin 

The project to discover more about Albury‟s 

only soldier killed in action during the South Af-
rican War of 1899-1902 has taken over five years 

to come to fruition. 

We have a photograph taken in Dean Street 
showing a parade past the Fire Station going to 

the railway as a send off for a local small contin-

gent of volunteer soldiers to the South African 

war, or Boer War as it is often known. 
It was a very patriotic event. Federation was 

still a year or two away and the nation was in-

tensely proud of being part of the British Empire. 
As a piece of Albury‟s military history, the mar-

ble plaque erected in 1901 by members of the 

Albury Fire Brigade in memory of Gunner Ber-
nard Gowing in the Albury Civic Fire Station 

posed some interesting questions: Who was Ber-

nard Gowing, where and how did he die, and ex-

actly where was he buried? 
Information available about Gowing‟s unit „A‟ 

Battery Royal Australian Artillery (RAA), is 

plentiful. This information was reviewed, as was 
all relevant background from the local newspaper 

pieces related to Gowing‟s death on 30 November 

1900. In Albury, the first public notifications of 

his death were in small articles in the Albury Bor-

Fromelles War Cemetery. Photo taken immediately 

prior to the service. Chairs can be seen on the plat-

form beside the cross. 
Photograph - Mary Anderson  
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der Post on Friday 7 December 1900, and The 
Banner of the same day. The Sydney Morning 

Herald of 6 December 1900 also listed Gowing 

among the Australasian war casualties. 

I started my initial research into the circum-
stances of Gowings death in 2005. The tyranny of 

distance made personal visits to Vryburg in the 

North West Provence of South Africa impossible. 
Vryburg is in a rich cattle farming area about 300 

km SW of Johannesburg. 

My initial correspondence was to the South Af-
rican Heritage Resources agency and then via 

tourism groups, local schools etc., endeavouring 

to find a local historical contact in Vryburg, but 

to no avail. 
Recent enquiries (2010), to the Southern Afri-

can Historical Society (SAHS) led to a contact 

with Dr Julie Parle, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Historical Studies at the Univer-

sity of KwaZulu-Natal in Durban. Dr Parle was 

kind enough to direct me to another member of 
the SAHS, Mr Emile Coetzee. 

Emile Coetzee, a history graduate of Pretoria 

University, has an active interest in military his-

tory and is a member of the Transvaal Scottish 
Regiment in Johannesburg. I contacted Emile, 

outlining my quest to find and identify the grave 

of 2610 Gnr Bernard Gowing in Vryburg. There 
was written evidence to indicate that after Gow-

ing was killed, his body was taken from the field, 

„and we buried him in the cemetery 

here‟ (Vryburg). 
Emile Coetzee was kind enough to offer to 

travel to Vryburg and do a search to locate the 

cemetery and identify the grave site for me if he 
could. 

 

„A‟ BATTERY 
„A‟ Battery RAA was formed after Queen Vic-

toria gave royal assent to its creation on 24 Au-

gust 1899. It was a linking of the permanent artil-

lery of NSW, Victoria and Queensland. This or-
ganization thus became the first civil or military 

Australian Federal institution.  

On 30 December 1899 the Battery embarked on 
the 4250 ton steamer Warrigal for South Africa.  

The ship arrived in Durban on 1 February 1900, 

but was immediately ordered to sail on to Cape 
Town where she arrived 4 days later. The Sydney 

Morning Herald (SMH) reported that Field Mar-

shall Lord Roberts C in C in South Africa visited 

the ship soon after its arrival and declared that the 
men and the horses were in excellent condition 

and that he was delighted to welcome them 

amongst the British ranks. 
Bernard [Barney] Gowing wrote his only re-

corded letter to Albury resident and former fire-

fighter colleague Tim Crotty on 30 April 1900. 
“Well Tim old boy, we had a splendid trip across 

the water, and landed at Cape Town on 17 February, 
safe sound and all well. We camped 14 days at Mait-
land for a spell, and then they put us on the train 
and sent us up to the front - to Belmont. That is 
where the first battle was fought in this war. 

“We started at 2 o‟clock on a Sunday, and did not 
arrive at Belmont until Tuesday night; so you can 
guess how we felt. I might also tell you that train 
travelling in South Africa at the present time is not 
too comfortable. When we got out we were glad to 
lie down anywhere, and I crept into a corner of the 
railway station that had been blown to pieces by a 
shell. 

“When I awoke at daylight and had a look around. 
I found the place strewn with old shells and bullets. 
The adjacent premises were all riddled with bullets; 
and it was terrible to see the graves of both British 
and Boer all over the place. They bury the dead any-
where; so whichever way you looked the eyes rested 
on the same sad sight. 

“On a hill just behind the station [Belmont] was a 
sight calculated to sicken. This was the spot where 
most of the Boer dead were found, and instead of 
burying their fallen comrades they just heaped a few 
rocks on them, leaving them half exposed. We 
found one poor chap dead there in a kneeling posi-
tion behind a rock. I could go on telling you for a 
week if I had you here, of the queer sights; but you 
would hardly credit the positions some of the poor 
fellows are in. 

“We stayed at Belmont until everything was 
unloaded, and then went by road up to near the 
Modder River, where they were then fighting. We 
were not there six hours before we had to turn out; 
but never got a shot in before the Boers retreated; 
and darkness coming on soon afterwards we went 
back to camp. 

“We were left at this place to guard the lines 
[Railway] for a fortnight – until Lord Roberts ad-
vanced to the relief of Kimberley. We were amongst 
the Kimberley relief forces. After nearly three weeks 
in the Diamond City we were withdrawn.  

“The rebels having become very troublesome to 
the inhabitants of Prieska, a little town about 100 
miles down the Orange River, we were ordered 
there with a column of Lord Kitcheners‟ who was 
also with us. We occupied about three weeks in our 
journey down. All along the route we met the en-
emy, and we had to be very cautious when going 
through the hills. 

“We had scouts well out on the road in front of 
us, because the rebels would get in the hills behind 
the rocks like monkeys and pop us off as we passed 
by. They don‟t fight in mobs like the Transvaal 
Boers, but go in more for individual sniping. We got 
to Pretoria anyway; and found all well when we ar-
rived. We had a little fighting round about here, but 
they soon gave in and cleared out. We took all that 
remained prisoners. They say that they would fight 
for us if we would let them go; but it is not good 
enough, as they would turn around and shoot us for 
being such fools. 

“We are now about 50 miles below Prieska, having 
followed those that cleared. We drove them across 
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the river and into the hills, but did not follow them 
further. They tried to get back across the river last 
week; but after a fight, found that they could not 
manage it. We had two of our men killed and one 
wounded, whilst their loss was 15 killed and 20 
wounded.  

“We have had a couple of „tiffs‟ similar to this 
during the last three weeks and I am now getting 
used to them.... I have had splendid health since I 
arrived in this country, but no thanks to the climate. 
There is nothing here but dirt, rocks, insects, mon-
keys, apes and Dutchmen; nothing to send you for a 
keep-sake. 

“If I live to get back I will be able to tell you all 
about it.” 

Little did Gowing realise how his written words were 

to turn into reality for he was to be shot and died al-

most eight months later on 30 November 1900. 

Following the news of his death, the Albury Daily 
News 9 January 1901, published a letter from Gunner 

Lynch, A Battery which read in part: 
“At last I have been in action, and have had quite 

enough of it. What is worse I have to tell you that 
we lost poor Barney Gowing who was wounded last 
Thursday and died on Friday and we buried him in 
the cemetery here. ... 

“The Boers were in a position about 18 miles 
from Vryburg, and they commanded the road we 
wanted to go. When we got about 1 mile from Han-
nay‟s farm, the Boers were reported to be leaving. 
The Horse Artillery to the front was the order then, 
and how did our gun go. Just as we got to the 
house, a perfect shower of bullets rattled around the 
wagon. One gun was in action in quick time, and the 
mounted men were at the Boers at the same time. 

“This lot lasted about an hour, and then stopped. 
There was at this time an officer [Lieutenant Streak 
from Dennison‟s Scouts] was killed and two 

wounded. We stayed a couple of hours, and 
then started on again. We only got two miles 
on our way when it started again, and then did 
not cease until dark [about eight hours fighting] 
and it was while this was going on that poor 
Barney was hit.” 
 

FINDING THE GRAVE 

As mentioned earlier, Mr Emile Coetzee 
travelled to Vryburg to locate the cemetery 

and search it for evidence of the grave of 

Bernard Gowing. This is part of his story 
of the search: 
“After attending a conference in Bloemfontein, 
Free State Province, about the conservation 
needs of the concentration camp cemeteries, I 
headed to Vryburg via Kimberley, in the 
Northern Cape, on the 24th of September 2010 
(the National Heritage day of South Africa). By 
noon I was in Vryburg and I entered the old 
Capital of the Stellaland “pocket” Republic 
from the south. At the first crossing I turned 
left straight into the town‟s local cemetery. I 
entered the new section where the recently 
departed people‟s graves were still “fresh” and 

I remember thinking by myself, that this might be 
the wrong place due to the mass of new graves.  

“However, at the back of a small and obscure 
store room in the middle of the cemetery, I saw 
gravestones which looked older than those next to 
me. I then moved to the other side and saw that 
these gravestones dated from the early 20th century 
and that the graves contained only the remains of 
white people (due to the rules of segregation in the 
late 19th to 20th century). I then saw the large pinna-
cle standing in the middle of all the older graves. I 
stopped my car on the pathway next to it, grabbed 
my disposal camera [because I left my digital at 
home due to unforeseen reasons] and prayed that I 
have found the last resting place of Gunner Gow-
ing. I then saw that this pinnacle was a large grave-
stone which was engraved on both sides and stand-
ing on a granite and concrete foundation. The grave 
on which it stood was lifted slightly above the level 
of the ground and bordered with concrete slabs.  

“As I walked around the large pinnacle grave 
stone, it stated on the façade of it that the bodies 
below where reburied here but that the men were 
killed or fatally wounded from various places of the 
old Western Transvaal (today‟s North-West Prov-
ince).  

“The names were divided based upon their differ-
ent regiments and the regiments again were en-
graved accordingly to an alphabetical order. Thus, 
Gowing who came from the NSW Royal Australian 
Artillery was on the back of the grave stone and 
there I found his name with the date of his death.” 

I acknowledge and sincerely thank Mr Emile 
Coetzee of Johannesburg SA for undertaking the 

grave search in Vryburg. Also thank him for his 

photography and the moving correspondence re-
garding his part in this history project. Also 

thanks to Mr Eddie Cilliers of Vryburg SA for his 

additional images of the grave site. 
There was a memorial church parade for the late 

Portion of the large grave stone in Vryberg Northern Cape 

Province South Africa that marks the grave of Gunner Bernard 

Gowing of Albury together with other British and Imperial sol-

diers who died in that district during the South African War 

1899-1902. 
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Gunner Bernard Gowing in Albury on Sunday 23 
December 1900. This was held at Albury‟s St 

Patricks Church where a memorial mass was con-

ducted by Rev Father Griffin. Preceding the mass 

there was a formal parade from the Drill Hall to 
the church by H Company NSW Volunteer Infan-

try lead by Major Wilkinson accompanied by the 

Town Band and the Fire Brigade led by Mr T. 
Ryan. 

The members of the Albury Fire Brigade later 

erected a tablet to Bernard Growing‟s memory 
(now located in the Albury Civic Fire Station in 

Kiewa Street) on Friday 17 January 1902. And 

more recently a bronze plaque commemorating 

Bernard Gowing was placed at the War Memorial 
on Monument Hill. 

 
2141 pte edward arthur brown 

4
th

 Battalion aif 

By Michael Browne 

Edward Arthur Brown did not get the chance to 
serve on some far-off battlefield, but he was a 

young man willing to serve his King and Country 

Edward Arthur Brown was born at McMahons 
Reef near Harden NSW in 1897. On 16 March 

1916 aged 19 years and 4 months he enlisted in 

the Australian Imperial Force at Cootamundra, 
giving his father as his next-of-kin (NOK). After 

basic training at Cootamundra he was transferred 

to Liverpool for advanced infantry training. 

Within days of qualifying for overseas service he 
fell ill with pneumonia  and after seven days in 

the Field Hospital he died. Thus ended his short 

life and his short military career. But there was a 
little more to his story. 

In April 1923, his father, Mr T J Brown 

(Michael‟s Great-grandfather) received a letter 

from the military authorities explaining that it had 
come to their attention that shortly before Pte 

Brown had died he had married, and his widow 

had been receiving a pension. As his wife she was 
Pte Brown‟s NOK. Consequently, the writer 

asked for the return of the memorial plaque and 

scroll that Mr Brown had recently received. 
Mr Brown wrote back saying the couple had 

married only a month after they met and that at 

the beginning of 1918 she had remarried. In the 

light of this could he keep the plaque and scroll? 
Victoria Barracks responded regretting that was 

not possible as the wife was the rightful recipient 

of the memorial items, and would he please return 
them in the envelope supplied. 

The plaque was duly returned and forwarded to 

Pte Brown‟s widow on 7 July 1923. But the scroll 
had not come to hand. Further letters were sent 

requesting the scroll, but there is no record of it 

being returned. All trace of it has been lost. 

Thus ended the story of an AIF soldier. Lest we 
forget. 

 
More on stock routes 

Jan Hunter‟s book Building the Neighbourhood, 
p 25 "People got used to mobs of cattle being 

driven along the North Street stock route. These 

animals exploited any gap in the golf course 

fence causing havoc on the greens. This route was 
still in use in the 1950s." Source Geoff Colquhoun.  

 
Journeying through the journals 

By John Craig 

The Valley Genealogist:Bega G S Journal Vols l, 2 

& 3, 2010. 

 Vol. l , The Shafers of Wolumia. 
 Vol.2, The mountain roads of Monaro 

 Vol.3, Mary MacKillop; a personal reflection. 

Heritage: Heritage Council of N.S.W.Magazine, June 

2010. 

 Celebrating Governor Lachlan Macquarie's legacy, 

and what did happen to the town of Castler-

eagh. 

Descent: Society of Australian Genealogists (S A G), 

2010. 

 The Piper Brothers of Leichardt NSW; 

 Biographical Data Base of Australia on line next 

year. 

Links'n'Chains:Liverpool G S Journal, October 

2010. 

 Loss of the Netherby August 1866, Part 1. 

Murrumbidgee Ancestor:Wagga Wagga F H Jour-

nal, October 2010. 

 Jeremiah Smith 1775-1848, Convict, Soldier, 

Settler. 

Wagga Wagga H S Newsletter October/November 

2010. 
 President‟s Report, September 2010; 

 The first Country Golf Club in Australia was 

formed at Cootamundra in February 1895, W H 
Mathews President, J Turnbull Captain. 

 

Fifty years ago 

Border Morning Mail September 1960 

Research by Eric Cossor 

Cigarettes anyone? 

Cigarette vending machines have been installed 

at the Wodonga District Hospital. To operate the 
machine, one had to insert two 2 shilling coins. 

Change was strapped to the dispensed packet. 

The hospital received 2 pence on every packet up 

to 750 packets sold each month. Commission for 
the next 250 packets rose to 3 pence and 4 pence 

per packet above 1000 sales a month. 

The Board of the Albury Base Hospital had de-
cided against installing the machines. 
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Airport for albury 

The Mail took to the streets to get residents‟ 

views on the proposed ₤60,000 aerodrome for 

Albury.  
The survey found overwhelming support for the 

project. Mr C Appleton of Waugh Road voiced 

the general view: “Yes an aerodrome is wanted. It 
is long overdue here and the money is certainly 

not wasted on it.” 

Mr E A Paech of Frauenfelder Street however 
sounded a note of caution, He said: “In the very 

near future helicopters will take over. Money 

spent on a helicopter port would be a better idea.” 

Miss „X‟ of „Y‟ Street (No, not my name and 
photograph in the paper!), “What? Is the council 

thinking of building an aerodrome? Don‟t know 

anything about it. Of course Albury should have 
an aerodrome.” 

 
150 years of Anglicanism at thurgoona 

The congregation of St Johns Church celebrated 

the 150 year anniversary of Anglicans at Thur-

goona on the weekend 20 & 21 November. A 
special service was held on the Sunday in the 

grounds of the church which dates from 1873. 

Anglican worship began at Thurgoona in a slab 
and bark hall in 1860. Rev David Evans-Jones of 

St Matthews began services there. 

On the Saturday, a fair was held in the morning 

and in the evening, a dinner was held at Trinity 
Anglican College Assembly Hall. 

A&DHS member Doug Hunter was guest 

speaker at the dinner. He spoke of three defining 
events that shaped Thurgoona‟s, and the church‟s 

history. These were the expedition of Hume & 

Hovell that opened the way for the early squatters 
on huge pastoral leases; the Robertson Land Act 

that brought about closer settlement in the dis-

trict; and the advent of the AWDC and the subse-

quent residential and commercial development of 
the former farming district. 

 
Book review 

By Doug Hunter 

Howard Jones is an Honorary Life Member of 

the Albury & District Historical Society. He is the 

author of more than 20 books published in Britain 
and Australia. They include Albury Heritage 

(1991), A History of Thurgoona (1979) and A 

History of St Patrick’s Church Albury (1997). His 
latest book is Orphanage Survivors: A true story 

of St John’s, Thurgoona.  

The title makes clear from the outset the contro-
versial nature of the book. However, Jones has, I 

believe, achieved balance and fairness in his use 

of the wide range of interviews he has conducted, 

as well as newspapers accounts and official re-
ports. The interviews, particularly, show different 

views and strong emotions. The reader might well 
experience a similar reaction. 

Covering a subject of this size in 40 pages is 

difficult. The author has chosen to structure it in 

chapters, firstly dealing with the experiences of 
the „survivors‟, followed by a single chapter at 

the end giving a chronological history of the insti-

tution and its place within the wider Roman 
Catholic diocesan framework in Albury and the 

Riverina. 

This chapter includes an account of the fund 
raising efforts of the Albury community, espe-

cially the Band Sunday activity and the Water-

street‟s Orphanage Appeal Sweep. 

In his acknowledgements, Jones writes: 
“Margaret Lansdown, whose case inspired me to 

write this book, asked that her gratitude to the 

many volunteers who worked for the orphanage 
be recorded here.” 

Another chapter tells of the 22 migrant children 

who were taken from orphanages in Britain fol-
lowing WWII and brought to St John‟s. This epi-

sode, in no way the doing of the nuns at St 

John‟s, is described as “a cruel deception.”  

Howard Jones is to be commended for telling 
this story. His „survivors‟ were undoubtedly vic-

tims of circumstances that brought about their 

institutionalisation. While at St John‟s some 
found indifference to their needs as children, un-

fortunately some experienced cruelty, some re-

member kindness, many expressed gratitude. 

Overwhelmingly, those who shared their story 
showed they had lived beyond the experience and 

were, in its truest meaning, survivors. 

Orphanage Survivors: A story of St John’s, 
Thurgoona, is available at Dymocks Albury, Al-

bury LibraryMuseum and from the author, How-

ard Jones, 635 Poole Street, Albury 2640. 
 

Christmas Dinner 

Commercial Club 

6.30 for 7 p.m. Friday 17 December 
Are you coming to the Christmas Dinner? 

Have you given your name and money 

$33 p.p. to the Treasurer? 

Have you purchased your present, max 

value $5? 

8 December meeting last chance! 

REMINDER 
No Society meeting in January. Next meet-

ing  is to be 9 February 2011. 
Committee is to meet Wednesday 19 January. 


