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12 OCTOBER 2011 

7.30pm at Commercial Club 

Albury 

Speaker: Peter Moll: 

“German settlement in the 

Jindera district in the 1800s” 

ALSO 

Members‟ Survey discussion.  
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MEMBERS’ SURVEY 

What do you think were 

the events and people 

that shaped the history of 

Albury & District? 

REPORT ON SEPTEMBER activities 

 

 

Honorary Life Members 

Howard Jones, Anne Davies, 

Helen Livsey,  

Public Officer: Helen Livsey 

President: Christopher McQuellin 

02 6021 3697 

Vice-Presidents: Joe Wooding, June Shanahan 

Secretary: Helen Livsey 02 6021 3671 

Treasurer: Michael Browne 

Minute Secretary: Catherine Browne 

Committee: Jill Wooding, Doug Hunter, Ray 

Gear, Bridget Guthrie, Marion Taylor and Eric 

Cossor. 

Bulletin Editor: Doug Hunter 02 6021 2835 
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Journals, Stock & Meeting Greeter: John 

Craig 

Membership list & Bulletin dispatch: Ray 

Gear 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 

Single: $25 

Family: $33 

Corporate: $50 

Research undertaken $25 first hour. 
Enquiries in writing with $25 

 

 

 

 

History Meetings: 2nd Wednesday 
of the month 7.30pm at Commercial 

Club Albury. 

Committee meets 3rd Wednesday of 

the month 5.15pm at Albury 

LibraryMuseum. 
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Activities for the month began on 3 September with a bus tour 

conducted in conjunction with AlburyCity to view Art Deco 

houses in Albury. A week later Bruce Pennay spoke at the Li-

braryMuseum on the subject of food at Bonegilla Migration 

Centre. Both these activities were part of NSW History Week. 

Thirty members and guests attended the monthly meeting held 

at the Commercial Club on Wednesday 14 September. President 

Chris McQuellin was in the chair and brought to the meeting‟s 

notice the passing of our patron, Harold Mair OAM, and Anne 

Holloway a former librarian and strong supporter of the Society. 

Chris reminded members of the Antiques & Collectables 

Valuation Day to be conducted on Saturday 1 October at Art 

Space Wodonga. June Shanahan again heads the event which is 

to be held this year in conjunction with the Wodonga Historical 

Society.  

Jan Hunter was congratulated on her prize winning essay in 

the Military Historical Society of Australia Writers‟ competi-

tion. The subject of Jan‟s essay was the Mate‟s Limited wartime 

Communiqués that were given to the A&DHS last year. Chris 

advised that AlburyCity has taken delivery of a new scanner ca-

pable of scanning the Communiqués into a format that will 

make them easily accessible to researchers through the Library-

Museum. 

Bridget Guthrie then introduced the guest speaker, Duncan 

Rolley who spoke on his twenty-two years experience in the 

field of paper conservation now operating from his base in 

Kyneton in regional Victoria. Duncan and his wife Christine, 
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who is a master bookbinder, carry out work 

for clients in Europe and Asia as well as lo-

cally and nationally. 

 
Duncan rolley 

Twenty-two years in the field of paper 

conservation 

Duncan Rolley studied in the UK and has 

worked for world renowned institutions in-

cluding the Royal Society, the British Mu-

seum and the Royal Botanic Gardens. He met 

his wife, a master bookbinder, while working 

in Europe. The couple returned to Australia 

17 years ago and established their business at 

Kyneton in northern Victoria. This location 

was chosen because there are far fewer con-

servation resources available to people in re-

gional areas. The couple spend time each 

year working in Southeast Asia helping local 

conservators care for paper heritage assets 

that might otherwise be lost. 

Objects Duncan works with include books, 

photographs, documents, prints, posters and 

artworks as might be expected. What sur-

prised the meeting was Duncan‟s story and 

images of repairing flood affected ceilings in 

the ANZ building, Cnr Collins & Queen 

Streets, Melbourne. The ceiling was water 

damaged owing to the hail storm several 

years ago. Decorations on the ceiling were 

actually painted onto paper that was glued to 

the plaster ceiling. When the plaster became 

wet the glue softened and strips of paper fell 

away and hung down. The work had to be 

carried out on high scaffolding erected inside 

the building. The finished work was astonish-

ing. 

Wall-paper restoration is another of Dun-

can‟s specialities. One particular project re-

quired numerous layers to be peeled off re-

vealing one of the original papers. This was 

repaired and matched with a reproduction 

paper with the finished room being exactly as 

it was more than a century ago. 

Duncan described some of the techniques 

used to stabilise and preserve documents. He 

explained that very old paper often is easier 

to conserve because it has higher cotton con-

tent than papers produced after 1850. Treat-

ment involves washing the paper in a tray to 

remove degraded cellulose material then 

dried and treated with size to restore its 

„crackle‟. Testing is necessary before placing 

the document in the bath. 

Duncan showed examples of paper objects 

that had suffered charring, mould and insect 

damage and discussed conservation options. 

The question of the purpose of conservation 

is one for the curator not the conservator. 

What is the desired result: the preservation of 

the information contained in the document, or 

the relic value of the object? Is the conserva-

tor required to preserve the object as a 

„moment of time‟? 

Duncan spoke generally about glues. Again 

earlier animal glues are easier for the conser-

vator to work with than modern PVA glues. 

Discoloured sticky tape residue can be re-

moved with solvents, but this is a painstaking 

and lengthy task. In Duncan‟s work fragile or 

damaged documents are often glued to a 

backing sheet of Japanese tissue using a 

maize paste he boils up himself. 

Members found the talk highly interesting 

and with plenty of hints on storage of paper 

objects. 

Duncan Rolley is currently consulting to 

AlburyCity and conducted workshops at the 

Museum and Gallery Training Seminar held 

on Friday 16 September. 

 
Vale 

Anne Holloway and Harold Mair 

This month the Society lost two long serv-

ing, loyal and hard working members: Anne 

Holloway and Harold Mair. 

Anne Holloway (nee Brown) had been a 

member of the A&DHS since 1966. She 

served as secretary 1988-90 and was a mem-

ber of the Research & Publications sub-

committee from 1984 to beyond 1994. Dur-

ing her time as Regional Librarian at Upper 

Murray Regional Library (1977-1983), Anne 

was instrumental in setting up the History 

Room at the Albury Library housing the local 

history collection. Anne told her story at an 

Historical Society meeting in June 1999. It is 

reported in Bulletin 382. 

Harold Mair OAM was also an active long-

time member of the A&DHS. He served as 

Treasurer for several years and later was Hon 

Auditor. He accepted the position of Patron 

in 1983. Harold Mair was elected to Albury 

City Council in 1968. He served as Mayor in 

1976-77. He held the seat of Albury in the 

NSW Parliament from 1978-1988. 



 

A&DHS Bulletin 517 PAGE 3 

These two people contributed much to the 

community of Albury and District and the 

A&DHS was honoured to have had them as 

members. 
 

Nsw history week 

Art deco Bus tour & eating into post war 

Australia 

Forty-six happy travellers enjoyed the Art Deco 
Bus Tour on Saturday 3 September as part of His-

tory Week. The tour looked at houses in North, 

Central and West Albury and Forrest Hill. The 

tour finished at the New Albury Hotel where, in 
keeping with the History Week theme of Eat His-

tory, the travellers enjoyed a special lunch. 

Among those who attended were visitors from 
Wodonga, Wagga Wagga, Myrtleford, Walbun-

drie, Canberra and Melbourne. Most went away 

with a better understanding of what to look for in 
Art Deco and Moderne domestic architecture. 

Presenters on the tour were Jan Hunter, Bridget 

Guthrie, Ray Gear and Doug Hunter. The coach 

and driver from Martins Albury added to the 
comfort and satisfaction of the day. 

The second function as part of History Week 

was a presentation by Dr Bruce Pennay entitled 
“Eating into Post-war Australia: Bonegilla and 

Beyond.” Twenty people attended the talk at the 

Albury LibraryMuseum on Sunday 11 Septem-

ber. Bruce explored the clash of food culture that 
occurred when European migrants arrived at 

Bonegilla and were confronted with a diet of mut-

ton and three vegetables. The novelty of the Aus-
tralian diet quickly turned to monotony as former 

army cooks ploughed ahead with the seven day 

menu that relied heavily on mutton (again), but 
had seen soldiers fed wholesome meals for six 

years of war. Slowly a more palatable and nation-

ally diverse menu evolved. 

 
More about the vdc 

Extract from an article “A Minute’s Worth of Military 

History” by Roger Lee, Head AAHU in Despatches 

Magazine: The newsletter of the Australian Army History 

Unit, 2011 

[In early years of WWII, in addition to AIF and 

Militia]...Australia also had a private Army, the 
Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC). Formed in July 

1940 by the RSL, the VDC was a Home Guard 

type organisation but was not under Army control 
till May 1941 and even then only marginally. Ini-

tially given responsibility for assisting in vital 

asset protection and protection of bases and estab-

lishments, in 1941 it was tasked with training and 
preparing for guerrilla warfare. The Labor Gov-

ernment, alarmed by the fact that the RSL had an 

armed force operating on Australian soil, ex-
panded the VDC‟s role and size to include duties 

manning anti-aircraft guns, searchlights and 

coastal defences, while incorporating it into the 
Army as another Corps in the Militia. Thus the 

VDC was brought into the Army and back un-

der executive control. At its peak, the VDC 

reached a strength of nearly 100,000 men. 
 

American civil war veteran in  

pioneer cemetery 

Members of our Society responded to an en-
quiry about Frederick Nicholas Heilmann, a 

veteran of the American Civil War who died in 

Albury in July 1901. We found Mr Heilmann‟s 
burial recorded in the cemetery records held in 

the Albury LibraryMuseum and a subsequent 

visit to the cemetery located his headstone 

(photo below).  
The article in the Albury Daily News, 24 July 

1901 says in part: "Before coming to Australia 

the deceased had served in the American army, 
and was one of those who fought in the terrible 

civil war between the north and south. Mr 

Heilman retired from the service when still a 

young man, and was in receipt of a pension 
from the American War Office." 

Frederick Heilmann served with the Franklin 

County Regiment Home Guard Infantry, a Un-
ion force which defended the state of Missouri 

against incursions by Confederate forces. 

 



 

A&DHS Bulletin 517 PAGE 4 

Journeying the journals 

By John Craig  

Descent: SAG Journal, July 2011. 

 Catholic vital records in NSW pre-1956; 

 When your fingers and feet do the walking. 
Links’n’Chains: Liverpool GS Journal, June 

2011. 

 Casey Conway‟s ancestor, Albert Dahlke. 
Murrumbidgee Ancestor: Wagga Wagga FHS 

Journal, June 2011. 

 Monument to Italian family „Porcellino‟ by 

sculptor Pietro Tacco. 
Richmond River (Lismore) HS Bulletin and News-

letter, June 2011. 

 Reports from AGM June 2011. 
Wagga Wagga HS Newsletter, June/July 2011. 

 Publication Morven on the Billabong; 

 List of current exhibitions. 
Ances-Tree: Burwood and District FHG Journal, 

July 2011. 

 Newington Asylum, the history, matrons, in-

mates; 
 Strange German given names and variations in 

an Australian setting. 

Wagga Wagga HS Newsletter, August/September 
2011. 

 An overland journey from Sydney to the Ovens 

and Melbourne experiences of four men during 

their journey February/March 1853. 
The Muster: Central Coast (Gosford) FHS Jour-

nal, August 2011. 

 Reports from AGM May 2011; 
 Finding Jack and looking for Christina. 

 
Federation league conference 1893 

The Corowa Federation Museum has a fine dis-

play of documents and photographs relating to the 
Federation League conference held at Corowa on 

1 August 1893. Seventy-four delegates, including 

two from Albury, attended and passed a motion 
that the Australian people should vote for Federa-

tion. 

This motion was discussed at a Premiers‟ Con-

ference in 1895 and Federation occurred six years 
later on 1 January 1901. 

The Museum has a touch-screen computer al-

lowing visitors to search for delegates by name of 
town or shire. Albury‟s delegates were Messrs T 

Whitaker and J Wilkinson MLA. 

Border towns and shires were heavily in favour 
of Federation, believing it would bring an end to 

customs duties which were a major obstacle to 

inter-colonial trade. 

The Corowa Federation Museum is located in 
the former Border Brass Band Hall, Cnr Queen & 

Mary Streets, and is open to the public 1-4 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday.) 
 

Snow 

Geoff Hamilton has been looking into the rare 
occurrence of snow falling in Albury. He has 

come up with these dates: 

May 1857, September 1890, June 1920, June 
1922 and July 1966. 

 
Rauber family history 

The Society has received a donated copy of 

Prussian Charlie, most affable and inoffensive of 
men, a history of the Rauber family, by R K Will-

mett (nee McDonald). 

Rhonda is a grand daughter of Paddy Rauber, 

former well known owner of a cycle shop in Al-
bury. The history includes connections to the 

Vines and Schubach families in Albury and to 

Ned Kelly in Jerilderie. Rhonda has also donated 
two copies of her novel, The Green Tin Trunk, 

which is based on family stories. These books 

will be in the LibraryMuseum.  
 

Jindera museum visit 

On Sunday 16 October 2011 we are 

visiting the Jindera Museum. Meet 

there at 2 p.m. Admission $3, plus $3 

for afternoon tea provided by the  

Museum. 

Some of us are going to meet at the 

Jindera Hotel at noon for lunch, prior 

to Museum visit. 

Anyone requiring transport, make re-

quest at October meeting. 

Museum requires numbers no later 

than the October meeting (12 October), 

or telephone Jill Wooding 6021 4887 

prior to that date. 

Les Chick, Wodonga Building Inspector, standing in 

the snow outside the Wodonga Council Offices in 

Hovell Street on 15 July 1966. 


