ALBURY & DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC

BULLETIN
Registered by Australia Post PP 225170/0019

NOVEMBER 2012

REPORT ON OCTOBER MEETING (10.10.2012)
Our October meeting began with a stutter. Fifty members and
guests had gathered in the Elizabeth Room at the Commercial
Club to hear speakers expound upon the theme of the Albury
Botanic Gardens. All was in readiness when our president Chris
McQuellin who was to chair the meeting became very unwell
and was forced to go home. Doug Hunter took over as chairman
using Chris’s notes. We can now report that Chris’s condition
required a night in hospital and he has recovered well.
Doug first asked for responses to the Question of the Month
about Misses Alice and Grace Wallace who resided at 604 Wyse
Street for many years and taught art and music.
Patricia Strachan had dealings with the two ladies in the
months prior to their deaths in 1971 and was aware they were
related to the Drummond family.
She arranged for Ann Haywood (nee Drummond) who is a
relative of the Wallaces to come along and bring examples of
their art. This she did, and spoke about what she knew of their
lives. They were born in the Bowna district and lived together
most of their lives in Albury. Neither married and they died
within a year of each other.
When they died they left much of the contents of their house in
Wyse Street to Ann’s mother. The contents included numerous
painting, all unframed. Ann’s mother had the works framed and
arranged an exhibition.
The examples which Ann brought were laid out on the table
and viewed after the meeting. We thank her for bringing the
items along and adding to our knowledge of the sisters.
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A further question was raised about the painter
who produced the murals at the building known
as the Manor at the Albury Public School. Was it
one of the Misses Wallace? More research is
needed.
James Jenkins, Director Community and Recreation at AlburyCity spoke on the value of the
Botanic Gardens to the city and its citizens.
Bridget Guthrie, Museum and Social History Coordinator AlburyCity introduced our guest speakers, Dr David Lawrence and Christine CansfieldSmith.
Marion Taylor brought along a selection of objects which were found under the verandah at Table Top Station. Several were identified, but others remained a mystery.
JOHN CRAIG
After many years of sterling service as journal
reader, stock controller and meeting greeter, John
is taking a break. June Shanahan and Catherine
Browne have taken over his duties. Many thanks
John.
Albury botanic gardens
Report on talk by James Jenkins Director Community
and Recreation, AlburyCity.

When the Botanic Gardens were established in
1877, the town had a population of only 3000,
however its location on the Murray and the proximity of the railway at Wodonga imbued the town
with a sense of optimism and confidence.
Mr J E R Fellowes was appointed curator in
1901 and over the next 36 years he laid the foundation for the Gardens we see today. The curving
lines of landscape design softened the straight
lines of the earlier formal design. He was a visionary in his bold choice of trees and shrubs,
using rain forest trees, palms and conifers to advantage.
The Gardens now has a staff of six who, in addition to normal duties of garden improvement
and maintenance, conduct regular garden tours
for general and special interest groups, provide
horticultural advice, and take public speaking
engagements.
Albury Botanic Gardens has high tourist and
recreational value to the city. It is estimated there
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are 250,000 visits to the Gardens annually. Albury residents make up a large proportion of the
figure with many making multiple visits. The
Gardens are the venue for about 70 weddings and
christenings each year.
THE ALBURY BOTANIC GARDENS FLORILEGIUM
By Christine Cansfield-Smith

The word ‘florilegium’ is widely used to describe a collection of paintings of plants, drawn
from life and depicted with botanical accuracy.
This centuries-old tradition is generally used to
create an archival collection of rare and exotic
plants. Over the past few years, and particularly
in a world dominated by climate change and its
potential threat to native flora and fauna, there
has been a new awakening of interest in florilegia
that record collections of plants, often those that
are endangered, from within a particular garden
or place of significance.
The idea for a florilegium of the 135-year-old
Albury Botanic Gardens was first suggested by
Christine Cansfield-Smith and David Lawrence in
early 2009 as a project for the students at the
Beechworth Institute of Botanical Art (BIBA).
BIBA is dedicated to the appreciation of botanical
art and to bringing professional art tuition to the
region. The Albury Botanic Gardens Florilegium
was therefore conceived as a way for BIBA students to practise their artistic skills while creating, as a team, an important body of work.
Paul Scannell, curator of the Albury Botanic
Gardens, greeted the idea of the florilegium with
enthusiasm and has, since 2009, provided invaluable advice as well as many plant specimens. His
ongoing involvement has helped nurture the project to completion.
The Florilegium of the Albury Botanic Gardens
is a collection of paintings of a carefully selected
group of plants. It has been a challenging project,
as many of the plants have been chosen for their
historical significance rather than their aesthetic
appeal. The project has taken over three years to
accomplish and is the result of the dedicated work
of artists – Judy Balfour, Wendy Chambers,
Sandi Gadd, Felicity Leigh, Moira Russell, Marie
Van Lint, John Van Riet and Pat Welch. Together
they have produced a fine collection, with each

painting reflecting the artist’s personal artistic
style.
Each artist was encouraged to paint those plants
in which they had some personal interest. This
required them to collect a live specimen and to
record it through notes and photographs. The artist then drew the live specimen in a way that
communicated the main botanical features. In
many cases they had to observe the plant’s full
annual cycle to record any additional growth or
depict seasonal changes. Each artwork was then
completed in watercolour or another medium.
The result is a collection of paintings that accurately depict the plants of significance to the Gardens.
The Albury Botanic Gardens have retained a
mixture of exotic and native plants, with approximately 10 per cent of the planting being Australian species. It includes more than 1,000 species,
representing some 450 genera and 95 families.
The Florilegium consists of 41 paintings of specimens that sit within one of the following categories: rainforest, J.E.R. Fellowes (Heritage) collection of historic trees, endangered and exotics.
The original paintings from the Florilegium are
owned by the artists, while the copyright has been
gifted to the Albury Botanic Gardens for future
use. The Florilegium has made an important contribution to botanical art and is a pictorial complement to the history of the Gardens.
Botanic Gardens history

Report on a presentation by Dr David Lawrence

David Lawrence said his role in the project was
to provide an historical context in which the florilegium can be placed. At first, the number of images at his disposal was limited because the catalogue could only use those to which AlburyCity
held copyright. However Matthew Dallinger provided a large set of images which could be used.
It was not possible within the scope of the pro-

Stand of palms c.1950, planted by J E R Fellowes
as part of his plan to plant trees which were not
native to Albury’s climate and which give variety
and interest to Albury Botanic Gardens.
Photo City of Albury Booklet c.1950

Melpomene, Muse of Tragedy in Greek mythology is one of the very few pieces of classical
sculpture in Albury.
The original statue, donated in 1892 by Ald
Charles Schmiedt, was severely damaged by
vandals in 2000. It was repaired sufficiently to
have a mould made and a new statue cast. The
new statue was unveiled on 10 March 2005.
The original statue is to be the centrepiece of the
imminent exhibition, “Growth Rings: Unearthing the history of Albury Botanic Gardens” at
the LibraryMuseum.

ject to tell the story of Albury in its entirety,
nor was that necessary because it is covered in
other publications. So the history he produced
focused on the Botanic Gardens themselves,
how they were planned and developed and how
they fit into the mosaic of the city.
The arrival of Hume and Hovell at the
Murray River in November 1824 was a good
beginning because it marked the genesis of the
town. The Hume Monument was an early icon
in the Gardens .
David showed a selection of early maps and
sketches which illustrated the evolution of the
Botanic Gardens within the growing settlement. The earliest maps show the present four
hectare Gardens as the northern portion of a
much larger Recreation Reserve bounded by
Wodonga Place, the Murray River and Bungambrawatha Creek. Later maps showed
Smollett Street extended west from Wodonga
Place to cross the creek and link up with the
Riverina Highway. The creek was spanned by
the unique ‘through-type arch bridge’ one of
only two of the type still in service in Australia.
The initial layout of the Gardens was to a
‘Union Jack’ plan of straight pathways and
formal garden plots. The Elm Avenue is a vestige of the initial plan. The western boundary
was defined when the Bungambrawatha Creek
was channelled.
In 1901 a new curator, Mr James Edward
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Richard Fellowes, was appointed. This active and
visionary man was to have a profound affect in
developing the Gardens we see today. The landscape plan he produced in 1906 showing a new
design based on the ‘English picturesque garden’
drawn by Fellowes is held in the AlburyCity collection. It uses curved paths and a series of vistas
which maximizes the variety and interest which
can be achieved in a relatively small area.
Fellowes used a thematic approach to his selection of trees and plants. He experimented with
species which would not normally be expected to
survive in Albury’s dry climate with its extremes
of temperature, and he was successful in establishing sub-tropical trees and palms which are
now features of the Gardens.
When J E R Fellows arrived the curator’s residence was a small timber cottage. This was dismantled and removed in 1907 and a start made on
the brick cottage which remains in the south-west
corner of the Gardens. Construction took two
years during which time the curator with his wife
and 5 children lived in the tool store and potting
shed. Such was his devotion to the task. [And we
should add the support his wife, Mrs Fellowes, gave to
him. Ed.]

The Botanic Gardens obviously aroused an interest in gardening among the citizens of the
town. When the Royal Botanic Gardens in Sydney sent down a large consignment of plants, the
Gardens had to be fenced to prevent them being
stolen.
Photographs taken in the 1920s show the trees
of the Gardens as a large block of mature greenery against an urban setting of immature street
trees and small private gardens.
Walbundrie cemetery

Five members of the Society attended the opening of the Niche Wall and plaque listing 115
names of people buried in unmarked graves at
Piney Range, Billabong and Walbundrie cemeteries.
We joined with about 90 local residents, relatives and interested people to view the plaque and
hear histories of some of those whose headstones
still stand in the cemetery, 2 km on the Rand side
of Walbundrie.
Deputy Mayor of Greater Hume Shire, Councillor Doug Meyer OAM, spoke on behalf of the
council and acknowledged Councillor Denise
Osborne who was also in attendance. It was during her time as Mayor that funds were made
available to support the project.
The loss of grave markings and locations is
mainly a function of time and the occasional severe flooding of the nearby Billabong Creek.
Many graves were marked with wooden crosses
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CHRISTMAS DINNER
Albury & District Historical Society
annual Xmas Dinner
Friday 14th December 2012
6.30 for 7pm.
Commercial Club Albury
$35 per head.
Bookings can be made by ringing
June Shanahan 60 25 1324.
Money to Treasurer by 1 December
to confirm booking please.

and these were washed away over the years.
Speakers brought information about families
represented in the cemetery including: Hair,
McInnes, Vonthien, Loftus, Fagan and Seidel.
Jan and Leo Coyle are to be congratulated on
the work they did to make the event possible.
They were assisted by Rupert Paech and Kay and
Edward Dale.
Valuation day

Our thanks to June Shanahan for organising the
valuation day at the LibraryMuseum. Here is her
report.
The 5th annual Antiques and Collectables
Valuation day held at the LibraryMuseum on Saturday 20 October was a great success. It was held
jointly with the Wodonga Historical Society. Uta
Wiltshire and Marion Taylor assisted on the day.
We have Elizabeth Stevens to thank for our successful yearly events. She has two antique shops
in Sydney to run and if she didn't take the time to
come down from Sydney the valuation day
wouldn't happen.
There were various items from Vases, Paintings,
Furniture, even head photos of Melbourne Cup
winners from 7.11.1861 to 1903. There was
carved head bust of an Islander with headgear
carved out of wood. The work was impeccable.
A gentleman had toys from when he was a
young boy. They were in immaculate condition
and it was surprising to hear what they were
worth.
Elizabeth, being a diamond and gem expert,
valued numerous jewellery items on the day.
June Shanahan
Albury museum 1919
Extract from Special Souvenir Issue Albury Daily News,
Monday October 6 1919, p.3.

The Albury Museum is incorporated with the
Albury Trade School, and is located in the same
building. The Museum, in itself, is an institution

tion of future generations.
[Editor’s notes:

Albury Trade School when it housed the Museum.
The building was originally built as a Telegraph
Office and later used as a Trade School. It is now
the Murray Conservatorium of Music.

of great educational value, and is a valuable adjunct to the Trade School. Included in the collection within its walls are many and varied relics of
the early days of Albury—of the earliest pioneering days, and of the days preceding them, when
the aborigines roamed through the virgin forests
of the Riverina, and fished, hunted, held corroborees, and fought their tribal battles on the banks
of the Murray River. There is also a splendid collection of technical specimens, including district
ores, and anyone with a thirst for knowledge may
spend a profitable couple of hours in viewing
these.
The Curator, Mr Powrie, is an enthusiast in museum work, and he devotes a considerable
amount of time in the arranging and cataloguing
of the relics and specimens, with the result that
their proper sequence has been scrupulously observed, and each is in its right place and displayed
to the best possible advantage.
The Museum has more than fulfilled the hopes
of its founders, when it was established on a very
modest scale many years ago, and is now regarded by experts as the most up-to-date and best
equipped institution of its kind outside the capital
cities. The gentlemen responsible for its establishment and to whom the community owes a deep
debt of gratitude, were Dr Arthur Andrews, until
recently a resident of Albury, Mr Bowyer-Smiith,
roads superintendent, and the late Mr S
Chauncey, solicitor.
Since its removal to its present location the Museum has made rapid progress and much, if not
the whole, of the credit for this is due to the enthusiasm displayed by Mr Powrie, who has made
its interests and requirements his own special
study. The thanks of the people of Albury are also
due to many public-spirited citizens all over the
Commonwealth, who have so generously presented to the Museum historic relics and specimens for preservation for the benefit and informa-

 William Snell Chauncy was an engineer and surveyor. He was responsible for the first Union
Bridge over the Murray in 1861. There is a plaque
honouring William Snell Chauncy at the entrance
to Noreuil Park. It was placed there during a conference of the Institution of Engineering and Mining Surveyors in 1991;
 Dr Arthur Andrews was an Albury doctor and historian who wrote histories of Albury and the Upper
Murray;
 William Powrie was a teacher and principal at Albury Trade School. In 1999, a plaque was unveiled
at the Albury TAFE College Poole Street, in the
William Powrie Building which was named in honour of the first Master-in-charge Albury Technical
College 1899-1923. Powrie became a registered
architect in 1923.
 Dr Andrews in The History of Albury 1824-1895
records Mr E C Bowyer-Smijth as a member of a
committee set up in 1893 to establish a museum.
He is also listed as a committee member of the
Horticultural Society in 1886. Can anyone provide
further information about Mr Bowyer-Smijth
whose address in 1885 was “Brickendon House”
Albury?
The faithful massacre
175th anniversary

Buoyed by the prospect of new thinking about
Albury’s past as well as its future in the newly
elected council, Bruce Pennay has been preparing a special occasion speech he hopes the Mayor
might make on 11 April 2013.
Fellow border residents, today, the 11th April
2013, we remember the 175th anniversary of the
Faithfull Massacre.
One hundred and seventy-five is a significant
number as far as anniversaries go. We try this
year to make good our neglect of the other significant anniversaries of this event that have previously just passed by.
Prompted by moves within the spirit of reconciliation to share parallel settler and indigenous
histories, we recognise the Faithfull Massacre as
a founding moment in the history of Albury and
the Murray River Crossing Place.
Hitherto, our town creation stories have made
much of Hume and Hovell, Robert Brown and the
Huon family. Yet it was the Faithfull Massacre
that led directly to the founding of Albury as a
town and this as the official Murray River Crossing Place.
On this day in 1838, about twenty Aborigines of
the Taungurong and Waveroo peoples attacked
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eighteen overlanders taking stock south for William Faithfull. They killed eight men camped on
their Broken River meeting place, near Benalla.
The actual cause will always be argued. Some
historians have argued that it was a ritually sanctioned punitive action, for the overlanders had not
behaved as the natives expected them to in their
territory. Still, report of the killings caused alarm.
It seemed that travellers and settlers moving south
into the Port Phillip district were not safe. Settlers
who had ventured south now withdrew north of
what became the river frontier.
Panic set in. There were raids, reprisals and
open warfare between blacks and whites.
Governor Gipps moved to quell the violence.
From Sydney, he ordered police huts to be built
as protection posts at each of the major river
crossing places on the Port Phillip route.
The police would help secure the land and also
be able to apprehend any runaway convicts making their way south away from their masters. But
such police stations could only be sustained if
they were part of a town settlement.
So Surveyor Townsend was dispatched to sound
the Murray River crossing and to survey a settlement on the north bank of the place the natives
called Bungambrawatha.
The town of Albury was planned. A police hut
was built on a knoll overlooking the crossing
place. The route was made safe. Traffic resumed.
The resistance was overcome. The reprisals that
followed the massacre were part of a long drawnout war of dispossession.
As in all wars, there were some heroes and villains, but many more victims.
We use this anniversary today, 175 years on, to
remember the victims. And to acknowledge that
this town and this crossing had a violent beginning. Settler and indigenous peoples bring different perspectives to the story of the Faithfull massacre. Both would, or should, agree that Albury
was founded as part of a military strategy to make
safe the route to Port Phillip, to help secure the
land from the indigenous people and to help apprehend runaway convicts.
May our re-telling of this town creation story
help heal wounds and add momentum to the reconciliation movement.
Journeying through the journals
By June Shanahan

The Wagga Wagga and District Historical Society Newsletter, No. 397 Oct to Nov. 2012
 Excursion to Jerilderie;
 50th Anniversary Dinner - Early beginnings
1946 to 1962 - Progress to 1976
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 Early Breweries of the Murray, Murrumbidgee

and Darling Rivers - 'A struggle for survival';
 Upcoming Exhibitions:
 From barbed wire to boundary fences - The
soldier settlers of Tarcutta and Wantabadgery. (1917-1949);
 The Force: 50 years of NSW Police.
Placenames Australia, September Issue 2012
 Tracking the elusive cogie;
 32,000 acre property Nevertire.
The Murrumbidgee Ancestor: Journal of the
Wagga Wagga and District Family History Society Inc, No. 107 October Issue 2012 .
 Wagga's 1st World War soldiers, Nurses and
volunteers;
 Wagga Wagga Red Cross;
 Avenues as memorials of World War 1.
Chiltern excursion postponed

Proposed excursion to Chiltern has been
postponed to a date in the New Year. The
Bulletin will keep you informed as details
come to hand.

Growth Rings:
Unearthing the history of Albury
Botanic Gardens
Showcasing the stunning botanic illustrations
created by local botanic artists and displaying
turn of the century textile costumes; visitors are
transported to an early 1900s botanic scene.
This exhibition tells the history of the botanic
gardens but also attempts to re-create society’s ideology of the time. A time when Mechanics’ Institutes flourished and the pursuit of
research and education was paramount.
Enjoy a sensory experience; enter though a
squeaky gate, rest upon a park bench and view
the original Botanic Garden’s statue of Melpomene.

Thursday 22 November 2012
to Sunday 10 February 2013
at the
Albury LibraryMuseum

