
 

 

NEXT MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 
9 SEPT, 2015 

7.30pm at Commercial 
Club Albury 

Jockey Jack, whose        
obituary in 1964 was  
headlined: “Albury’s    

man-woman died at 80.” 
Howard will reveal a few 

facts that Jockey Jack kept 
hidden and some of the 

fibs that she told the   
newspapers. 

 
Speaker: Howard Jones 

 

Registered by Australia Post PP 225170/0019 

ALBURY & DISTRICT 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY  INC 

BULLETIN 

560 SEPTEMBER 2015 

Lavington library 

 

A place to call home? 

Migrant hostel        

memories including 

bonegilla 

  

Opens 5 september 

REPORT ON AUGUST MEETING (12.08.2015)  

Patron: Patr icia Gould OAM  
Honorary Life Members: 
Howard Jones, Helen Livsey,               
June Shanahan, Jan Hunter. 
Public Officer: Helen Livsey 
President: Michael Browne 0428691220 
Vice-President: June Shanahan  
Secretary: Helen Livsey 02 6021 3671 
Treasurer: Ron Haberfield 
Minute Secretary: Cather ine Browne 
Publicity Officer: J ill Wooding 
Committee: Richard Lee, J ill Wooding, 

Ray Gear, Marion Taylor. 
Bulletin Editor: Marion Taylor         
marion.taylor7@bigpond.com 
Journals, Stock: June Shanahan 
Meeting Greeter: J ill Wooding 
Bulletin dispatch:  Ron Haberfield 
 
Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of the 
month 7.30pm usually at Commercial 
Club Albury. 
 

Committee meets 3rd Wednesday of 
the month 5.15pm at the Albury 
LibraryMuseum. 
 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 

Single: $25 
Family: $33 
Corporate: $50 

 

Research under taken $25 fir st hour. 
Enquiries in writing with $25 

Page 2                 Dr Harry Brewer      
Page 5        Benalla Migrant Camp          
Page 8              Nailcan Hill Name                                                  

ALBURY & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 
PO Box 822 ALBURY 2640 

<www.alburyhistory.org.au> 
                    For your reference A&DHS account details are:  

BSB 640 000 Acc No 111097776 (Albury & District Historical Society Inc) 

Our August Meeting was well attended and members were    
rewarded with an entertaining and personal talk by Judy   

Brewer about the life of her father, Dr Harry Brewer, a well 
known Albury Doctor. Judy spoke of a complex man whose 
path in life had been altered dramatically but not always in a 

negative sense, by the debilitating disease of polio.                                                               
Dr Bruce Pennay revealed the largely unknown and sad history 
of the Benalla Migrant Camp which is the subject of his new 

book: A Difficult Heritage. He believes that the camp was an 
important part of the history of the peopling of Australia and as 
such should be remembered by a permanent memorial. 

Emma Williams, who is the new Museum Curatorial Officer at 

the Albury LibraryMuseum sent a message through our       
President about a number of upcoming exhibitions including 
Faith, Fashion & Fusion which opens on 19 September.                                                                                          
It was reported that the Antique valuation day was a resounding 

success with the most interesting item presented being an    
original letter written by Lachlan Macquarie, the Governor of 
NSW from 1810 to 1821. 

The President would like to remind members that our next 

Meeting on September 9th is a special General Meeting where 
a vote will be taken on the new constitution. All financial  
members are entitled to vote at the meeting and are encouraged 

to attend.  
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Dr Henry Leo Brewer MBBS  FRCS (London) by judy brewer 
 

I believe my father, Dr Harry Brewer has been the 
greatest influence on my life despite his sudden 
passing when I was in my teens. It is a thrill to 
talk about Dad in a formal sense and it was a    
delight to sit down and actually put something in 
writing. I thoroughly enjoyed going through the 
old photos and my special tin of memories. Even 
though it was an emotional journey I thank you 
for giving me the opportunity to go back in my 
history to research this talk and to find fantastic 
photographs that I didn’t know I had. It is a     
particular joy to have my Mum, Mary Brewer 
here tonight. 
Dr Harry was a unique man, a bit of a local      
legend, many of you would remember him as a 
doctor but his life was complicated, I doubt       
anyone really understood what he had been 
through. 
Harry was born in Wangaratta on 10 June 1909, 
the first child of Sidney and Annie (de Piazza) 
Brewer. Annie Brewer was the daughter of an 
Italian immigrant Battista de Piazza and first    
generation Irish Australian, Catherine O’Brien, 
who farmed at “Orange Grove” Mudgegonga in 
NE Victoria. Battista immigrated at the age of 19, 
he was one of the very first Italians to come to NE 
Victoria. He brought a grape vine cutting from his 
home in the Valtellina of Northern Italy which 
was a place of effective civil war in the 1850s. He 
thought he would come to Australia and find his 

fortune on the gold diggings in Beechworth but the gold rush was over by the time he got there. 
So he set up a saw mill in Stanley and did very well.  
Sid Brewer was a singer and a builder who was born in Truro, Cornwall and came to Australia 
with his four brothers at age 15. Both my father’s parents came from families of 18 children, not 
all of whom survived infancy. Sid actually had to go and fight in the Boer War from Australia, he 
was called back at the age of 16. When he returned, he travelled the district on his bike with his 
tools and his dog, constructing many local buildings including the Mudgegonga Church, Ryders 
at Tawonga and the Ardlethan Post Office. He was quite a character. The Piazzas had cleared the 
land and built a home on “Orange Grove” in 1878 where Mum still lives. So Dad was an          
interesting mixture of Irish, Italian and Cornish. Harry’s only sibling, Myrea Brewer was born in 
Albury in 1914 when the family were living in George Street. Myrea tragically died at age 6 
months of TB and meningitis. She is buried in the Albury cemetery. After Myrea’s death Annie 
went back to Mudgegonga and Sid went off building again on his bike with the dog, there were 
no more children. Dad was effectively an only child. After that Harry’s childhood was largely 
spent at Mudgegonga - farming, riding, fishing and enjoying the large extended Irish/Italian   
family that lived at and around ‘Orange Grove’. 
Unfortunately, at an early age, polio struck and Dad was affected by this in various ways for the 
rest of his life. The course of his life was altered dramatically due to the debilitating effect of the 
disease. In the past no-one in his family had been educated beyond the age of 14 or younger, they 
had all gone to work on the farm. Dad couldn’t be involved in farm work because he couldn’t 
walk for many years as a child. He was given massages and was bathed in salt water to try and 
get his legs working. It was decided that he would go and stay in Myrtleford for his schooling, 
clearly he had an extraordinary intellect, even though he had only been home schooled by a tutor 
on the farm. When Harry was around Year 7, the school teacher said I can’t teach this fellow any 
more, he needs to sit for a scholarship and be educated somewhere else. Dad remembered going 
by horse and cart to the Gapsted Hall to sit an exam for a boarding school scholarship.               

 

 
Dr Harry Brewer   (10/06/1909 – 14/12/1981)  
Photograph Courtesy: Judy Brewer 



Continued                                                                                             dr harry brewer                               

This was around 1919. He won a scholarship to St Patrick’s College Ballarat where he studied  
until Year 12 and graduated with honours. This gave him an amazing opportunity but he only got 
home once or twice a year and he was away from everything that he loved at Mudgegonga. He 
then won the Newman Scholarship and Donovan Bursary and was able to study Medicine at  
Melbourne University and live at Newman College from 1925 to 1931. Holidays were always 
spent at home on the farm at Mudgegonga with his family and friends. I am not sure if Dad 
thought he would be delivering babies as a career but in later years when he came back to Albury 
in the 1960s he delivered 1 in 3 births in Albury. When I was a child everyone used to come up to 
me and say “Your dad delivered me.”  Mum thinks in 1957 he delivered 280 babies! He certainly 
brought a lot of people into the world.                         
As a child I was very aware that Dad’s life 
path was so different to his cousins due to 
the circumstances of fate that occurred.He 
finally graduated with MB BS from     
Melbourne University to take up position 
at St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne where 
he was to become Medical Superintendent 
in 1937 at age 28. Life was pretty good for 
Harry, the world was at his feet. He        
decided to go to London to further his   
studies. He became a locum at Carshalton 
hospital England in early 1938 and did  
orthopaedics at Oswestry while studying 
surgery at the Royal College of Surgeons 
London. Unfortunately history intervened 
and World War 2 broke out, he signed up 
as surgeon with British Army as he was a 
dual citizen. Working in London as a       
surgeon during the blitz he saw the horrors 
of war. He never talked about it very much, he hated war and never got involved in any veterans 
events. Only occasionally would he tell us of the nights of bombing and sheltering in the            
underground bunkers. Harry returned to Australia 1942 to join the Australian Army and was     
promoted to Major working at Bonegilla. But at this time, he was in the Heidelberg Hospital     
recovering from TB and smallpox, his repatriation and recovery involved spending time in an iron 
lung. Life went in a lot of circles for Dad with many highs and lows. He went back to   
Mudgegonga as an invalid for a long time, the TB had affected him very badly, and he wasn’t 
able to work for nearly 10 years. Rehabilitation on the farm involved spending time with his dogs, 
cattle and horses and doing a bit of fishing. Fortunately he recovered and a job as a medical      
officer came up at the Bogong Power Station. He lived up there for a year in 1951. Then he went 
back to surgical work in Albury in 1952 at the Base Hospital living at a boarding house across the 
road. He convinced his parents to retire to Albury and bought a house with them at 776 Mate 
Street. Family friends at that time were Les Ryan (Ryan’s Hotel), Mrs Reis (C&Cs store in Olive 
St), Margaret Reis (became Margaret Star) and Ernie and Carol McAlpine (Boomerang Hotel). 
There were many good times in that house considering a lot of Dad’s friends were hoteliers and 
bookmakers! Dad became part of the advisory committee for the new Mercy Hospital and was 
very involved in the planning and building. The nuns were like his other family, Mother Hugh 
was his dearest friend, and I think they looked after him very well. The Mercy opened on 1         

December 1957. The pamphlet read that the Mercy Hospital Albury is the tallest building          
between Melbourne and Sydney. There is also a photo of a familiar, masked surgeon which we 
used to laugh about as kids which is captioned: “Here are the hands of one of the surgeons at the 
Mercy, the hands which might be called on one day to save YOUR life. We know not the day or 
the hour”. The Mercy was a very big part of his life and he was on the advisory board for many 
years. He was also the honorary surgeon for the Albury Race Club for 24 years so we didn’t miss 
a race meeting when we were children. Then something extraordinary happened, who would have 
thought that the bachelor who had seen the world would fall head over heels in love with this 
amazing lady. Mum met Dad as a visiting patient, she was staying with her parents, the     
McGowans in Indigo Valley. She had an abscess on the back of her neck. 
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1930 obstetrics class after deliveries!                                
Harry Brewer Back row far right. 
Courtesy: Judy Brewer 



A&DHS Bulletin 560 PAGE 4 

Continued                                                                                             dr harry brewer                               

What I haven’t told you is that she was also in the convent, in novitiate training expecting to      
become a nun. The funniest thing Mum said was that she had a shaved head and she had gone to 

see Dad to get the abscess treated, there was nothing very romantic about that! But the story goes 
that he went home that night and said to his Dad today I have met the woman I am going to marry. 
He doggedly pursued Mary Therese McGowan who was 21 years his junior. Eventually in 1957 he 

proposed in Melbourne, falling to his knees outside the Athenaeum Theatre in Collins Street, to 
which Mum said, “Well I’ll have to ask Reverend Mother”. There was a big age difference but 
they were the happiest couple you had ever seen and I never remember them ever having a cross 

word. They were married at the Newman College Chapel in Melbourne on 11 October 1958.    
Then came fatherhood at age 50 with the birth of Rose Mary on 9 August 1959. Henry followed 
soon after in 1961, baptised by the lovely Father Bongiorno, a great family friend at the Sacred 

Heart Church North Albury. Finally I was born on 19 August 1964, named Judith Myrea after 
Dad’s sister who had passed away. There was no quiet life for Dad now, he was juggling a medical 
practice, late fatherhood and a farm. We bought the block next to Grandma in Mate St and built a 

new house, it had a little secret alleyway that joined the two houses. Initially Dad worked with Dr 
Favaloro then he formed a practice with Drs Terrey, Webber, Oxbrow and Roberts in Kiewa St. 
Sadly, when only in his early 30’s, Dr Terrey was killed in a car accident on a Sunday morning. 

Dad suffered some poor health again and had a period when he didn’t work so much and in 1975 
he went back to the farm where he was always happiest. He loved his Hereford cattle, they were 
his absolute passion. He still commuted into Albury to the Clinic but one night he had a bad      

accident in his black Humber car. He had a blackout because of his heart condition and from then 
on he decided it was unsafe for him to drive. (In winter he would get home very late at night.) 
Mum decided she would drive him to work and back so she would make the 2 x 2 hour round trip 
and come back during the day to feed the cows and do the farm work as well. We had a lovely  

surprise party at home for Dad’s 70th birthday in 1979. The last picture we have of Harry is taken 
while putting up a memorial on the farm to his grandparents, he has a crowbar in his hands, always 
working. He died suddenly one morning of a heart attack, he was 72 years old, and getting ready 

for another day at the Clinic in Albury. He is buried next to his parents in the old Myrtleford   
Cemetery. It was a terrible shock for us all as he still had a very active practice. I was in Year 12 
and had to help with the administration and transfer of patient records after his death. Nothing was 

computerised and some of his patients had been with him for 30 years. We were lucky to find a 
young new Doctor in town who helped us out greatly, that was Dr Adrian Kay. For me, managing 
this transition and working in the clinic was a blessing because I got to talk to so many people who 

told me so many stories about Dad delivering their babies or saving their life. I was immersed in 
these beautiful stories which very much helped me get through those first few difficult months. 
Dad was an extraordinary man, most of us only knew a little bit about him, I just wish I had known 

him a lot longer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our last picture of Harry, taken while putting up a memorial 
on the farm to his grandparents, always working.                 
Photographs Courtesy: Judy Brewer 



Benalla Migrant Camp                                           by bruce pennay 

 

Bruce Pennay spoke at our meeting on 12       
August ahead of the launch of his book later in 
the year, Benalla Migrant Camp: A Difficult 
Heritage . He said he was puzzled as to why,  
until quite recently, Benalla Migrant Camp has 
been ignored. Whereas nearly all post-war      
migrant accommodation centres have been     
vigorously remembered, Benalla has not         
attracted popular, official or scholarly attention. 
Most other centres have installed                   
commemorative parks or sculptures, tribute 
walls or plaques. They have inspired site-
specific histories, and are referenced in life    
stories, literary and artistic works. By way of 

contrast, at Benalla there is no plaque, no memorial, no sign – though six of the migrant centre 
huts remain. He wondered if part of the explanation came with a better understanding of the kind 
of accommodation centre the Benalla Holding Centre was.                                                                                                                       
By the end of 1949 there were twenty three migrant accommodation centres. Three big centres, 
like Bonegilla, were reception centres. They were employment bureaus preparing and dispatching 
new arrivals to jobs. There were twenty holding centres, like Benalla. They provided short-term 
accommodation (usually up to six months) for women and children dependent on a migrant 
worker for whom family accommodation could not be found close to an allocated workplace. 
Subsequently worker hostels were in places like Port Kembla, Whyalla and Wangaratta where 
there was big demand for migrant workers. These worker hostels were run differently from the         
reception and holding centres which were managed by the Department of Immigration. Benalla 
was a mid-sized centre which predominantly cared for women and children. Indeed, it became a 
special holding centre accommodating supporting mothers who were officially labelled as 
‘unsupported mothers’, ‘mothers without a wage earner’ , ‘women encumbered with children’ or 
simply ‘widows’. In 1951, there were 115 widows at Benalla: 77 of the 115 worked at the     
clothing factory across the road from the holding centre and 24 worked in the camp itself. Neither 
the factory nor the camp jobs paid enough for women to accumulate enough savings to move out 
to alternative accommodation. They became long-stayers, residing there not for months, but for 
years.                                                                                                                                              
Benalla did more than provide work. It acted as a matrimonial bureau providing unmarried   
women with the opportunity of meeting the friends of husbands who visited at the weekend.      
50 widows had married by 1953, and subsequently left the camp. Social workers recommended 
that Benalla did not become exclusively ‘a widows’ centre’. That would restrict marital           
opportunities. To allow the women to be able to earn money and to pay their tariff, child care was 
made available for working mothers. The Department boasted of the facilities and work done at 
its Benalla aerodrome preschool. By providing work Benalla looked as if it might be a             
sustainable venture. It was to become Victoria’s longest lasting holding centre, closing in 1967.                                
Bunty King, a Bonegilla based social worker, wrote a positive report about Benalla in 1951. She 
changed her views in retirement. Then she recalled how Benalla never really moved beyond its 
holding centre beginnings: Benalla was a sad and tragic camp where widows and single mothers 
were sent. It was psychologically a mistake to isolate the women and the children from the 
men… The morale of the women was low and assimilation into the community poor. Benalla’s 
difficulties had been compounded. As other centres closed, women ‘unfitted for integration into 
the community’ were transferred there.                                                                                           
In 1956, social workers interviewed the growing number of long-stayers, probing their plans to 
move out and move on. They made judgements about each woman’s employment prospects and 
detailed her income and unmet tariff obligations, made judgements about her mothering. They 
assessed her marriage prospects and/or the likelihood of former husbands/partners or children 
accepting responsibility for housing her. They worried that many women had ‘lost initiative’ and 
were reluctant to leave. In 1967 Benalla was costing just over $17 per head per week over and 
above the tariff received to run it. Overall it was costing taxpayers nearly $97,000 per year for  
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Continued                                                                               Benalla migrant camp                             

what seemed to have become ‘a humanitarian purpose’ − housing unsupported mothers. It had to 
close. The last 135 camp residents (who had been there not for months, but for ten or fifteen 
years) had to be evicted. Social workers looked for ways that those who were left could be      
absorbed into the community. Notwithstanding their efforts, one family (a mother and her three 
children) was repatriated to Germany, where the woman hoped to reconnect with her former   
husband.                                                                                                                                              
Freda Omielczuk was one of 8 ‘special resettlement problem cases’ who, like her, had nearly all 
arrived as 24-26 year olds between 1950 and 1952. Separated from her husband while he worked 
on the railway and, then, more permanently, Freda supported herself and two daughters by  
working in the nurses’ dining room in the bush hospital again across the road. The widows were 
usually invisible and unheard, but Freda told a visiting Canberra Times reporter that ‘This has 
been my only home and I do not think I can turn around and start a new home all over again.’ 
Her daughter, Maria, explains that Freda was fearful of leaving the protective self-contained   
village life of the camp. The department gentled her into a Benalla housing commission house. It 
supplied furniture from the camp and a rent subsidy so that the costs did not exceed the tariff at 
the camp. For Maria and the other children, who lived at Benalla camp through their primary and 
secondary schooling, Benalla holds memories of growing up within a frugal camp organised 
around communal eating, bathing and washing facilities. With working Mums, children were 
often left to their own devices, but they felt they had ‘dozens of mothers’ to help tie their     
shoelaces or ribbons and watch over them. And Benalla holds memories beyond primary  
schooling to coming of age. Proud camp kids had little to do with townies. ‘We stuck together’; 
‘no one could mess with us’. We could run and swim faster and spit further than any townie. 
‘We had to be tough, learn to defend ourselves and deal with abuse’. I remember the girls at   
Benalla High School greeting us with fist fights, “keep out of our school”. I remember when I 
spoke with my accent, people would say ‘you’re not Australian are you?’ The state high school 
teachers had low expectations of us.                                                                                                                         
Benalla remembers its airport training school, but not its migrant camp. But in 2012 Sabine 
Smyth, a Benalla resident, began gathering stories, photographs and memorabilia, like those   
supplied by Maria. In response to her advocacy Benalla Council provided Sabine Smyth with a 
temporary home for an exhibition in half of a former camp hut in 2013.                                              
In mid-2014, the Victorian Government funded the development of a master plan for the Benalla 
airport ahead of the World Gliding Championship in 2017. That has meant addressing the future 
of six surviving migrant camp huts, currently used by community theatre, pottery, dance and  
history groups. Smyth is battling for a larger and more permanent space, and is consequently 

testing community readiness for 
its migrant camp heritage. 

Benalla does not fit easily with 
the ‘three cheers’ versions of 
Australian history: nationally it 
is about Australia’s grey cold 
war and raises uncomfortable 
questions about discrimination 
against the non-British, family 
separation and the adequacy of 
support for the most vulnerable. 
It draws on a story of local    
engagement which was, for the 
most part, neither generous nor 
hostile. The newspapers read 
their readers as being,            
occasionally curious about life 
styles, but indifferent to the life 
chances of both the short and 

long-term stranger residents. 

 

Many children spent their pre-school, primary and secondary school 
years at Benalla. They came of age there.                                              
Photograph: Courtesy of Benalla Immigration Camp Inc  
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Benalla Migrant Camp has a difficult heritage: difficult to hear with equanimity; difficult to tell, 
given the complexities of locating and using resident and local testimony, and difficult to place 
firmly in the townscape with any confidence. 

It remains to be seen if the stewards of Benalla’s assets and authors of its place-making rhetoric 
will feel the need to tell a story of how the national and local community went about taking in the 
most vulnerable of post-war strangers. Only the people of the rural city have the authority to    
endow the prefix ‘Benalla’ to any story. I hope that Benalla sees itself as a town that not only 
owns the site of the Faithfull Massacre that led to Governor Gipps’ military strategy of planting 
towns along the route to Port Phillip, but also a place with close connection to a later story of the 
peopling of Australia.                                                                                                                    
Public memory of an immigration past (like other public memory) is built on the power of        
personal and local remembering – and is anchored in public art and annual displays and         
commemorative places. Sabine Smyth looks for a bigger and better exhibition space.                      
I look for a memorial to those who resided at the holding centre. 

AMV4/PRIME TV NEWS ARCHIVE                            Comments by dr bruce pennay 

           

Following Greg Aplin’s wonderfully illustrated talk on Prime TV, I visited the CSU Regional   
Archives at Wagga Wagga, where the news footage is stored.                                                          
I was keen to find out what the news showed about the kind of place Albury-Wodonga was     
portrayed as becoming. Unfortunately the material is in a variety of formats and not easily        
recovered for viewing. But there is a card index and several work diaries that refer to footage   
titles by date, roughly between 1965 and 1982. 

TV news did not compare well with newspaper news. The index showed that, more often than 
not, AMV4 screened stories that were prompted by those who wanted to be seen and heard. The 
stories were supplied to the station, rather than sought out by it. Consequently the footage seems 
to be celebratory rather than investigative. This contrasts with the Border Morning Mail which 
ran investigative stories occasionally and was not afraid to scrutinise bodies like the AWDC.   
Perhaps TV was more sensitive to not scaring advertisers. Perhaps it did not have sufficient     
journalists. The most frequent promoters of stories seem to have included: Albury Grammar 
School; Albury Technical College: the Trade Fair; Albury-Wodonga Development Corporation; 
the local show societies and local art show organisers. 

In the 1970s Albury-Wodonga was very much a city in the country, there is a lot of footage on 
sheep and agricultural news. There was little on politics except for a parade of visits by Premiers 
and Prime Ministers, though there is footage of two counter demonstrations organised by the   
Liberal Party and the Labor Party after the dismissal of Whitlam in 1975. Less party-political but 
still political, Pastor Cec Grant insisted on winning recognition of the local aboriginal presence. 
Visits by members of the Royal family attracted notice. 

Albury and Wodonga were fashionable places to be, with many art shows, fashion parades and 
plays. There is a lot of emphasis on the new buildings showing how Albury-Wodonga was    
growing. Laying foundation stones, buildings under construction, buildings completed, eg the 
stunning Trade Union Training Centre. There is a lot of aerial footage showing the towns    
changing physically. 

So far I have not found as much about sport as I thought there might be. The new look Border 
Mail gauges sport as being of prime interest to its readers. The formula on which it works gives 
more pages to sport than anything else, and the sport pages carry no ads. However, in the TV   
archives, I did not find lots of reports on cars and car sports. The aerodrome and air traffic got a 
lot of attention. There is one story that might be of current interest, that of a change in garbage 
collection in 1984, before we went with multi-coloured bins.                                                        
As Greg Aplin showed us video footage can enliven any story-telling. Who can forget the        
elephant race down Dean Street? There is whole lot of material in the archive that may be just as 
vivid. My overall conclusion, however, is that what is there is not going to tell me much about 
how Albury-Wodonga was changing, other than physically. 
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You can now find the Albury District Historical Society on Facebook!                                    
It is not necessary to sign up for Facebook to view the page. To have a look please go to 

https://www.facebook.com/Albury.DHS  

 

WHY IS IT CALLED NAILCAN HILL ?  From the BMM 14 Feb, 1940 

Now that the look-out, built by the Albury Apex Club is surmounting the Nail Can Hill, it has  
become a centre of attraction for citizens and tourist. The decision to call it the Nailcan Lookout 
has aroused speculation as to the origin of the name “Nailcan”, and various stories are abroad. 
Some say that the hill received its name from the Nailcan mine, which is adjacent to it, and that 
this mine was named after the prospector who found it. It is asserted that this man had a nail can 
which he used as his one camp utensil and because of this his acquaintances began to call him 
“Nailcan Joe”. Another theory is that nailcans were used to mark the lease application. At the  
present time there is no authentication of the stories. 
The Real Story of Nailcan Hill. From the BMM 27 Feb, 1940. 

What appears to be the authentic story of the naming of the Nailcan mine and the Nailcan Hill has 
been related to the “Mail” by Mr John Mitchell of Alma Street, Albury, a descendant of John 
Kay, the prospector who found the mine. Mr Mitchell said that his mother was a daughter of Kay, 
and was about 10 years old when the mine was discovered about 70 years ago. She often related 
how her father had seen an object in the scrub, and on investigation, found it to be a nailcan, the 
receptacle in which nails were imported in those days. He also discovered the outcrop which later 
became the Nailcan mine, and which he was financed to work by a man named Breker, who at 
that time kept the Royal Hotel. Mr Mitchell said that Mr Hamilton’s story regarding the manager 
who wore a bell topper was probably also true except that the mine probably gave the name? to 
his hat rather than the hat to the mine. He probably managed for the company that reopened the 
mine after the original prospector ceased working it, Mr Mitchell is satisfied that his information 
is the most authentic regarding the naming of the mine that could be found in Albury today, as the    
prospector concerned was his grandfather. 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR XMAS GATHERING 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 11TH AT THE COMMERCIAL CLUB 

$40 per head.  

(it is possible to pay this off monthly.  

Contact the treasurer: ron Haberfield) 

 

REMINDER  
Annual subscriptions for the year 2015-2016 are now due.  

If you have not already done so, please forward your subscription to the Treasurer at:  
PO Box 822 Albury 2640.  

 
                    A&DHS account details are:  

BSB 640 000 Acc No 111097776 (Albury & District Historical Society Inc) 
Please use your SURNAME as the Reference. 

Individual: $25.00 Family: $33.00 Corporate: $50.00  

 The Spirit of Anzac Centenary Experience is Australia’s flagship community 
event of the Anzac centenary. It opens at the Wodonga Sports & Leisure Centre 
on 4 September.  
The Experience brings to life an infant Australia still finding its feet on the eve 
of war. It follows in the footsteps of our soldiers, sailors, airmen and nurses 
throughout the campaign, including a commemoration of Australia’s century 
of service. Driven by artefacts from the Australian War Memorial, the Experience 
also integrates interactive environments and special effects. 
Tickets are free but must be booked at http://www.spiritofanzac.gov.au/book-tickets  

http://www.spiritofanzac.gov.au/book-tickets/reserve-tickets

