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REPORT ON march MEETING (12.3.2014)
The March meeting was a little different from the usual. We
held a Business Meeting to begin with followed by an old fashioned slide night and finished with a report by Joe Wooding on
work he and Chris McQuellin have been undertaking to assist
the Archaeologist supervising work on the new Art Gallery project.
The first item of business was the resignation of Chris
McQuellin as vice-president and committee member. Chris is
the immediate past president, having served four years and before that three years as treasurer. This year he has been vicepresident with special responsibility for projects. His experience
and enthusiasm will be sorely missed from the committee.
The second item was a report from the delegation who met
with the mayor Councillor Mack to discuss the future of the waterwheel. Currently AlburyCity is waiting on a response from
Mitta Valley Historical Society and Towong Shire concerning a
proposal to relocate the wheel to Eskdale close to where it was
once used in mining and farming.
The third item was a brief mention of the staircase in the Art
Gallery which is being dismantled. Bianca Asimovic, Visual
Arts Coordinator, AlburyCity, explained the staircase does not
comply with current building regulations for commercial buildings and is not located in a position where it could be used as an
escape stair, so unfortunately, retention was not an option. AlburyCity will be open to approaches from interested parties with
plans to reuse the staircase.
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Charlie Summerfield:
Summerfield family in
Albury;
Sandra Rouvray & Chris
Edgar: 100 years of Albury
Easter tennis tournaments;
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Ray Gear: Nailcan Hill.
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Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of the
month 7.30pm usually at Commercial
Club Albury.
Committee meets 3rd Wednesday of
the month 5.15pm at Albury
LibraryMuseum.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
Single: $25
Family: $33
Corporate: $50
Subscriptions are due 31 May. Bulletins will
not be sent to members who have subs outstanding as at 31 August.

Research undertaken $25 first hour.
Enquiries in writing with $25

Doug Hunter pointed out that the plans for
the Art Gallery redevelopment had been on
display for months prior to the contract being
let and that was the time to ask questions and
raise objections. He suggested the Society
pay greater attention to development proposals when they are placed on display during
the consultation period.
The format of monthly meetings was discussed. Doug Hunter put forward the advantages and disadvantages of including business
meetings on a regular basis with the subsequent reduction of speakers and presentations. The meeting decided to continue with
the present format with members being encouraged to raise issues of policy and questions for the committee in the Member’s 15
minutes segment.
SLIDE PRESENTATION

Thanks to Peter Whitbourn for servicing the
projector and setting it up to show slides
brought by members. Peter began the show
with slides of his and Carole’s wedding in
1966 when the bridal party were conveyed in
four cars, all British Racing green in colour, a
Humber, an Austin and two Morrises.
Jan Hunter followed with slides of a family
outing on the Kokoda Trail in 1972 including
a slide of the Tri-motor Ford aircraft which
crash-landed at Myola lake in 1942 and was
still there 30 years later. The plane was lifted
out by the RAAF in 1979 and is now in the
PNG War Museum at Port Moresby.
Ray Gear showed four slides of Albury
buildings including the Salvation Army
chapel in Kiewa Street and a real estate plan
of Forrest Hill.
Two sets of slides were provided by Howard Jones, the first of the fire which destroyed
St Matthews Church in 1991 and the second
of earlier buildings on the north side of Dean
Street including the Border Mail office and
the Wool Exchange.
Cheryl Ryan showed slides taken by her
father, an avid photographer, of the Bowna
Bridge which was exposed in 1968 when the
Hume reservoir fell to 1% of capacity during
the severe drought. The bridge was once an
important crossing on the Melbourne to Sydney road. She also recounted a story told by
her parents, of drivers in the early 1930s who
simply ignored road closure signs, and the
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evidence of their own eyes, and drove
straight into the rising waters of the reservoir
and had to be rescued together with their vehicle.
Bridget Guthrie showed slides of a family at
Bonegilla Migrant Centre in the 1960s; and
Doug Royal’s slides included the grave of
Ludwig Becker at Koorliatto Waterhole in
south-western Queensland. Becker, a German
born naturalist and artist, was a member of
the Burke and Wills expedition. He died on
29 April 1861 while the support group waiting at the Waterhole for the return of Burke
and his party from the Gulf.
The nostalgia of the show was enhanced by
the lack of focus of some of the images and
the fuzziness owing to age, and of course, the
occasional rogue slide which defied the best
efforts of the operator and appeared upside
down or back the front.
The slide projector will now be given to the
LibraryMuseum where it will be used to view
the extensive collection of slides held in the
museum to determine which should be converted to digital format.
Working with the archaeologist at the
Art gallery site
Report on talk by Joe Wooding

Joe Wooding and Chris McQuellin were asked
by AlburyCity to provide information to Ms
Sarah Myers, an archaeologist surveying the site
of the Art Gallery redevelopment. Their findings
have been a revelation. It begins with our old
friend Thomas Scott Townsend, who in 1848 surveyed a one acre parcel in the south west corner
of Section 12, a 10 acre block bounded by Dean,
Kiewa, Swift and Olive Streets. The acre had a
frontage of five chains to Dean Street and extended back two chains in Kiewa Street, becoming the Court House acre in 1849.
About 1850, a 2 room brick Courthouse costing

Group of men outside the first Town Hall building in
Dean Street, formerly the 3rd Telegraph Office and later
the site of the Town Hall opened in 1907

to the recently vacated Customs
House in Hume Street. It is
speculation as to when and where
on the acre block a police office,
barracks, stables, storerooms, a
slab lockup and Survey Office
came into being. The Church of
England obtained firstly, one and
a half acres fronting Kiewa
Street, and later a further half
acre extending through to Olive
Street, giving a battleaxe configuration.
In 1860, a new Courthouse was
opened and is still admired today, while sites for the Mechanics’ Institute and Telegraph Office were allocated. In 1861, the
government built Albury’s second Telegraph Office on the corner of Dean and Kiewa Streets.
The first had been in a room at
the Rose Hotel since 1858.
In 1862, Albury Borough Council successfully petitioned the
Extract from a plan of Section 12 showing T S Townsend’s surveys. The NSW government for what reCourt House acre is in the bottom left hand corner with notations (from mained of Section 12 as a reserve
left) for Post Office, Court House, Lands Office, later altered and later for municipal purposes.
again known as Burrows House, and Boro [Borough] Council, site of the 1868 saw a third Telegraph OfRegional Art Gallery, formerly the 1907 Town Hall which in turn had fice built where the Art Gallery
been built on the site of the town’s third Telegraph Office. Both Bur- stands today. In 1870 a standrows House and the Gallery are part of the re-development site being alone Post Office was established
investigated by the archaeologist engaged by AlburyCity.
in the second Telegraph building.
Map AlburyCity Collection
Council’s Market Square diminished in 1872 when the govern210 pounds was built on the Kiewa Street end,
ment took the northern section for police purbut in 1856, J W Jones opened the Bank of New
poses. The 1500 pounds compensation took a
South Wales there after court matters were moved
decade to materialise. The building we know
today as the Post Office was begun in 1878 and
a new two-storied Lands and Survey Office
(now Burrows House). was opened two years
later. In 1881, the two cell lockup was built
and a second storey added to the Court
Keeper’s cottage. Both still stand today.
In 1886 a new imposing fourth Telegraph
Office was opened on the corner of Dean and
Olive Streets. Land for this building was exchanged by the Borough Council for the vacated third Telegraph Office building, thus providing the council with offices and a place for
council meetings, which until that time had
taken place in hired rooms, usually in a hotel.
When planning for the new Town Hall on the
site began it was discovered that the land still
belonged to the Crown. The upshot was that a
Council excavation in QEII Square revealed the
right of way had to be provided from the Mebrick footing wall of the Mechanics’ Institute
chanics Lane to service the court buildings and
which was demolished in 1966. Built into the footing is a low arch, the purpose of which is a mystery.
Photo: Chris McQuellin 2013

A&DHS Bulletin 544 PAGE 3

the Lands Office. The Town Hall was opened in
1907 and became the Regional Art Centre in
1981.
Building, demolition and rebuilding on the same
site tends to cover up things, especially if they are
below ground. Joe and Chris’ research into newspapers and maps suggested the existence of two
wells, and an underground tank behind the Lands
Office. This tank is now thought to have been a
well which went brackish in 1940. The exact location of these features is a task for the archaeologist. One well, under the Town Hall, was reported
to have been covered with bridge decking plates,
but nothing is known about another, if in fact it
exists. Former employees of council remember a
hand operated yard pump at the rear of the Town
Hall probably connected to the underground tank
or well; again, a task for the archaeologist.
Being on site had unexpected results one day.
AlburyCity contractors were carrying out excavations which exposed the footing of the western
wall of the Mechanics Institute. The Institute had
been demolished in 1966 as part of the redevelopment of the Civic Square. The excavation uncovered a low brick arch about half a metre below
ground level with no obvious purpose. AlburyCity engineers thought it so interesting they arranged a further visit by Ms Myers, the archaeologist, to examine it and report. Joe and Chris
are keen to hear her findings. Was the arch designed to carry the load over a spring or similar
‘soft spot or was there a subterranean structure
under the building which their search of the
newspapers has not revealed. Was it related to the
‘ladies cloak and dressing rooms being under the
stage’ as reported in the Albury Banner, 14 March
1884?
Hall of fame inductee

Hearty congratulations to Historical Society
vice-president, Joe Wooding, on being one of
eleven local cricket greats inducted into Cricket
Albury-Wodonga’s Hall of Fame on Wednesday
19 March 2014. The Border Mail of 20 March
2014, reported:
Joe Wooding moved from Melbourne to Albury
in 1949 and played 29 years in the ABCA as a
genuine all-rounder. He spent seven seasons with
Newmarket, one season with Jindera and 21 seasons with East Albury, 10 years as captain. He
represented the ABCA as a player at Country
Week from 1976 to 1982, and then as manager
from 1984 to 1993. He later umpired to 2005, has
been made a life member of East Albury, ABCA,
Cricket Albury-Wodonga, Murray Border Cricket
Umpires and the Murray Cricket Council.
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Joe is the author of the book, 150 Not Out 1858
– 2007 Cricket in Albury-Wodonga, published in
2007.
Logan research

Richard Lee and Jan Hunter are collaborating
on a book about Albury builder, churchman and
civic leader Stuart McKenzie Logan (1876 —
1948). The launch of the book is to coincide with
an exhibition of architectural plans of Logans and
F A Stow scheduled for June 2014 at the Albury
LibraryMuseum.
Among documents in the Jan Kaye Collection,
Richard found this letter from eleven year old
Donald Logan to his friend Bill, possibly written
as a school exercise in 1917,

Public School
Albury
New South Wales
November 29, 1917
Dear Bill,
There has been a big flood this year, and a
lot of people have been flooded out of their
homes. Father took a lot of photos of the
three Wodonga bridges and one of the red
bridge were [where] we go under to the river.
The joy bells rang one day last week. We
have a new teacher named Mrs Riddell.
It has covered all the road at Doctor’s Point
and washed away the old boat house. We are
going to Point Lonsdale this year.
I have two silkworms spinning. Townsend
Street was nearly all flooded except three or
four blocks. In Hodges [plumbing shop?]
window there are some photos of the three
bridges. A few weeks ago a train load of
wounded men and german prisoners [went
through]. Now I am going to close. Yours sincerely
Donald Logan
Journeying through the journals
By June Shanahan

The Argyle Bulletin: Goulburn and district HS
and FHS, No 58, November 2013.
 The first Inspector of Schools, Goulburn area
 90 years ago today.
Placenames Australia: Newsletter or the Australian National Placenames Survey. December
2013
 A musical diversion: Geographical songs;
 Writing toponym histories.
History Magazine of the Royal Australian Historical Society, No.117, December
2013
 Constructing an Australian Identity.

Rare aerial photograph of Anzac Cove showing the area between the beach and the front line where administrative and logistic units were located. Note the crosses on the hospital tents. Though it might look like a holiday
resort with tents and jetties, it was in fact a highly dangerous place, subject to constant shelling, bombing and
machine gun fire.
The photograph comes from the Gyles Collection, a significant photographic collection held in the
8th/13th Victorian Mounted Rifles Collection at North Bandiana.

Journal of the Royal Australian Historical Society, Vol. 99 Pt 2, December 2013
 WWI Middle East front and its Palestine campaign;
 Australian scientists in the 1940s.
Wagga Wagga & District Historical Society Inc.
No. 404, December 2013-January 2014.
 Combined Excursion to Holbrook
 Wagga Gaol Records
Links 'N' Chains: Liverpool Genealogy Society
Journal, No 106, February 2014.
 The Regal Picture Show
Gallipoli landing

Copy of a newspaper article published in the
Free Press of Monmouthshire, in June 1915.
‘The vivid description, printed on page 14, of
“The British Landing at the Gallipoli Peninsula,”
is written by Mr Harold Cox, also the writer of an
article on “A Trip to Cairo and the Pyramids,”
published on June 4th. Mr Cox, who began his
career on the “Free Press” staff, is a wireless operator on a transport, and volunteered for this
work at the outbreak of hostilities. He previously
occupied an Australian Government post, which

will be open for him at the end of the war.’
[After the War, Mr Cox returned to Australia
and worked in radio broadcasting which was just
beginning. In 1944 – 1945, he managed radio station 2AY in Albury.]
The British Landing at Gallipoli
Peninsula.
Vivid and Thrilling Narrative by a Pontypool Man.

We have already published several interesting accounts of the famous, never-to-beforgotten, landing of the British Expeditionary
Force on the Gallipoli Peninsula on April
25th, last, but the following narrative, written
by a Pontypool young man serving in the
mercantile marine, is so exceptionally vivid
and ably written, that we feel sure our readers will prize, as we have done, the privilege
of perusing it:It was a beautiful morning in April when we
steamed out of Alexandria harbour and
headed north-west. [Cox was serving on A34,
HMAT Surada.] Orders were, I think, sealed,
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but we all had a fairly good idea that we were
bound for the Dardanelles. Fortunately for
us, as events afterwards proved, we were
delayed for some few hours at Alexandria
before we finally commenced our voyage.
The officers, troops, and horses of the New
Zealand Battery, [the 4th NZ Battery Field
Artillery] which we were carrying, were in the
pink of condition, and everyone seemed eager to be really doing something. Six months
on the desert sand of Egypt do not improve a
man’s love for it.
Everything went well until the morning
when things began to happen. At about 10
o’clock our waiting ears caught the wireless
S.O.S signal, followed by “Enemy torpedo
boat firing torpedoes at us - Manitou,” giving
position and full particulars. This came as
rather a surprise and of course was very exciting, as we hardly expected a visit so soon.
You, no doubt, already know all the particulars about this affair; how a Turkish torpedo
boat fired no less than three torpedoes at the
transport Manitou, failing to hit her, and then
made off, and how she was chased by our
warships and finally ran ashore. There is a
difference between merely reading the account of this and being just a few miles
astern of the actual scene, for that was our
position, hence my reason for stating that we
were fortunate at being delayed at Alexandria. As things were, we fully expected a visit
from the enemy and prepared accordingly.
On the following morning we arrived at -Island [almost certainly Lemnos], and there,
if you like, was a huge “gathering of the
clans”; all kinds and descriptions of ships
from the monster Queen Elizabeth to the
smallest submarine. Here a crowd of transports, “big birds of prey” as Kipling terms
them; over there a peculiar craft loaded with
water-planes. There they were dozens of
them, a sight to make every British heart
swell with pride.
Our hearts went on swelling, and our numbers too, until one morning, the never-to-beforgotten 25th of April, our worthy ship, in
company with a few others, passed out
through the harbour entrance, and once
more headed in a northerly direction, this
time to the accompaniment of the faint roar
of distant guns.
There is something exhilarating in the
sound of guns; it is hard to explain, perhaps,
but the nerves seem to sharpen up, and you
feel you want to do something. We did, as a
matter of fact. We went down to breakfast. it
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was not until mid-day that we got our first
glimpse of the action, and that was passing
Cape Hellas, where assisted by the Navy,
the English Tommies were endeavouring to
effect a landing. I am unable to describe anything in connection with Cape Hellas, as our
destination lay still a little further north, and
on the north-west coast of the Gallipoli peninsula, for we were the New Zealand Battery
and destined for Gaba Tepe.
How innocent the country looked, as we
steamed up the coast. Very barren, perhaps,
but it reminded me of that portion of the
country approaching the Folly, from the
Trevethin side, with its small bushes and
rocks; here and there a cluster of trees; one
or two winding roads, isolated farm houses,
&c; and yet we knew that these very innocent
bushes concealed thousands of Turks, and
perhaps hundreds of guns.
We very soon arrived at Gaba Tepe where
things were already decidedly busy. A landing had been made by the Australian and
New Zealand infantry, but this took a lot of
holding and despite the terrific fire from the
shore and the awful slaughter, boat-loads of
troops were continually passing from the
ships to the beach. There were our battleships stationed at intervals up and down the
coast, dealing out death and destruction with
their 6 to 15-inch guns. Away up above was
one of our captive balloons, directing the fire,
and then between the roar of cannon, one
heard a faint purring noise, and, looking up,
one caught sight of the now familiar waterplanes, circling right over the enemy positions. To the left, nestling in the valley, was
the peaceful looking town of Hanafarta, with
the shining tops of its minarets glistening in
the afternoon sun. What a contrast to the formidable heights of Gaba Tepe directly before
us. Then on the right, and further inland, was
Achi Baba. It was a scene one would never
forget, and the Australian and New Zealand
forces have just cause to be proud of their
achievements.
TO BE CONTINUED NEXT BULLETIN

Tallangatta Excursion
New date
Sunday 27 April, Meet at Ray Crispin’s History and Heritage Museum, 63 Towong Street
Tallangatta at 2 pm.
If you are so inclined, bring a picnic lunch to
have beforehand in the park.

